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For more information contact

v Alison Dines on 020 7226 7012

Islington Bike

Cyclists’ Cool Down’

Following last year's successful Eriday 23 June, 5.30 to 7.30 pm

National Bike Week, ICAG is
preparing to run an expanded
programme for 2006.

Cyclists’ Cool Down at the junction
of Rock Street and St Thomas
. e e Road, close to Finsbury Park
We'll be repeating our popular station N4. ,
Biodiversity Bike Ride in
partnership with the Islington. - Meet fellow cy'cl_ing commuters for
Ecology Centre and running a frult'cocktails'and snacks to wind
“second Bike Breakfast ’[ogether" : Last year's Bike Breakfast = - visited by | -down after wor k.

- with Islington Couneil. S |the Malfor of lshngton

. - 'For more: mformat‘lon contact

-,The end of the workmg week is o T T Allbon"Dmes on 0207226 701'*
-marked with a returr of our‘Cool . | - R . L

Down’ eventata new locatlon and '_Jom s as we take a two wheeled | HE

two new rtdes are added © 7 | leisurely tour of the borough's ) 'uaﬁi.h ay"'_é'}uﬁe —?‘lo "'-pm
| waidlife hotspots and picturesque
Missing this year is the rlde io | parks to discover some of .Hlstorlc North London Ride, o'{dﬁ‘%
Bikefest in Trafalgar. Squareas. | their hidden secrets as we ride - -and finishes at the cycle park by
that event has been cancelled through Islington's green { Finsbury Park Station.
R The-ride will ¢ forall | - o
The full listis below for more L lecirrgliociio d!;slileseaﬁ'd Ha;eorﬂg ;I Explore some of North Longon's
i
g?lldng?tgjr[llda:;t?;fviggigﬁm a gentle péce. Not suitable for | rhis;‘iory on i‘ms gently paced ride.
| younger children. Bringabike | For more dea‘arls contacl Stephen

W WWW, blkeweek orq uK: | ~jand refreshments . 'Taylor on 020 72@3 /373

| For niore delails contact the
L Ecology C‘ontre on 0207354 5162

'une, ‘E% 45 an”

- Easy paced nde of around 30
miles in the Hertfordshire
countryside with a pub lunch.
Meet at Finsbury Park station
(overland side}.

jT'uesday 20 Jurie 7.30 t0'9.30. --am”

Dr Bike at N1 Centre, between
Upper Street and Liverpool Road,
N1. Come for a free bike check
and information about cycling
iocally, mcludmg free cyole maps | For more information contact

| Alison Dines on' 0207226 701 2

Join us for a free breakfast and
bike check at the junction of City
Road and Colebrooke Row, N1.

For more details contact Sue on
020 7729 5409 _

For more lnformatlon contact = _
Alison Dmes on 020 7226 7012 _ :Cycllsts Breakfast & Dr B ke

Thursday 22 June, 7.30-9.30am "~

'Sundéy ZSIJuné
For more details contact Jonathan

Join us for a free breakfast and
oo eheok on Highbury Fields at | Edwards on 020 7704 7664

the junction with Highbury Place
and Holloway Road, N5.

Biodiversity Bike Ride, starts and
finishes at the Islington Ecology
Centre, Drayton Park N5.




Cyclists elected to- .

Islington Council

Several London Cycling Campaigh
members were elected to Islington
Council at the local elections held
on 4 May. They included:

- George Allan {Clerkenwell ward,
Liberal Democrat)

- Andrew Cornwell (St George's
ward, Liberal Democrat)

- Greg Foxsmith {Hillrise ward,
Liberal Democrat)

- Catherine West {Tollington ward,

Labour group leader)

Quite a few more new Councillors:
Rave been known to travel
on fwo wheels.

The results deliveied a huge
surprise - the loss of overall

' gontro! for the Liberal Démocrats.
= The final result in Councn]lor

numbers was:

"'—L'i-b' Dems 24‘ 7

" Labour 23

-Green 1

" Lib Dem leader Steve Hitchins lost

his seat, as did Councillor Bridget
_Fox who had responsibility for =
“transport-and cycling in

... her Sustainability portfolio.. .

- ‘ Ful rés'ults_,‘ are posted on:

LW ‘wwwislington.gov.uk

- ' 'Trh'elc-;Ic‘Jsze,.res'ulf,;theelecifidn of T
' Our regular bicycle workshop at

the first Green councilor in
Islington, and the high green vote
should provide interesting
opportunities for those working for
more sustainable transport and
planning in Islington, inciuding
_ICAG I LCC. _

At the same tume [t is worth notmg
that an important part of the
Labour platform was an appeal to
the motorist vote with a pledge to
cut parking charges and reduce
parking controls.

Both the Lib Dem and Labour
manifestos contained some

specific pledges on cycling and
ICAG will push to ensure these are
promptly taken forward.

Could you be a buddy?

ICAG is developing a ‘bike buddy’
service by training volunteers to
act as cycle trainers. If you would
like to get involved in this project
please contact:

C: Anja Beinroth
T: 0207243 9396
E: benroth@omx.net

Froim cycling to recycling

The Bike Boot-Sale held at

“Hackney City Farm in Apri
1 ‘generated considerablé interest

and was well attended despite a

relat veiy smal} nu mber of stalls.

'A Tot of second hand b;ke bits -
-were sold and the pOSSIbltzty of

| ‘having a siall at oneof the local
_festlvals has: been ralsed '

If you are have cycle pleces that
1 you no iongef need and would like
to either sell.{or- donate them) on-z

stall, rjlease“ coh’iéct: o

1938 Jonathan Edwards

CFr 020 7704. 1884
Er _;o_n_aih'zntheb%e@vahoo.co.uk:;

Sunnyside Gardens near
Archway is popular with members
but is in the very north of the
borough. Therefore we would like
to hold one in the south of the

- borough as well. f.anyone knows

,of a suifable, bike. frlendiy space
that could be used once a month
or so, for-a couple of hours on..

a weekday evening, please
contact:

C: Jonathan Edwards
T: 0207704 1884
E: jonathanthebike@yahoo.co.uk

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
3¢ miles with a pub lunch,

pates: Sun i1 June, Sun 25 June, Sun 9
July, Sun 23 July

Start: 9.45a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m.

Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: G20 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecolegy Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazeliville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise}

Dates: Wed 28 June, Wed 26 July

Time: 7 - 9.3C p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Willlams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you've something to say abput cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: lslington Town HaH o

Dates:-Wed 14 June, Wed 12 Juiy .

Time: 7.30-9.30 pm,. . -
Contact: Alison. Dmes [
'Teiephaﬁe 020 7226 7012 )

Agenda items for meetmgb shou%d reacix '
Alison Dines by the Satudny befoze ‘the.
mieeting. T

3 you wish to discuss ary of the topics
covered in Isfington Cyclisi m more detail
then why nof sUbscribe to the lLAG emaii :
list? o
1f you would like to Dammpate ‘send an
gmail to:

if you've en)oyed readmg this {ssue of L

Islington-Cyclist'~ but den't five in'the S

_ borough and so don't get a paper copy e
you can novr receive our newsietter s

glectronically . ST

All you need to do to be added to the
circutation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyciist-
subscribe@yahoggroups.com

‘Please send any articies and 'irn_ages'to: '

£: dean.leigh@bfconnect.com |

Many thanks to all céntributors_fo-fﬁ'is o
newsletter,
Dean Leigh (Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 1IR
©Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2006
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High profile for cycling
in local elections

[CAG is determined to make sure
the needs of cyclists are high on
the agenda as Islington voters go
to the polis to elect a new Council
on 4 May.

We have already written to all the
main political parties asking their
candidates to endorse the London
Cycling Campaign’s 2006 local
elaction manifesto. The five key
points of the manifesto are:

1, 20mph as the standard
speed limit for all residential
streets.

2. Increase by 25% the
proportion of children cycling (or
walking) to school by 2010.

3. Increase by 50% the total
number of cycle parking spaces by
2010 through planning policies
and direct provision.

4. All parking enforcement in
Islington to prioritise keeping cycle
facilities car free.

5. Ensure good cycling
access to all green spaces and
waterways.

Over 200 candidates will contest
the 48 Council seats and ICAG
wants as many of them as
possible to sign up to these five
goals. Replies from the parties will
he sent to all LCC members in
Islington well before polling day.

A number of ICAG members are
standing as candidates including
Catherine West (Labour), George
Allan (Liberal Democrat) and Jon
Nott {Green). ‘

New Co-ordinator as
ICAG numbers grow

Islington Cyclists’ Action Group
elected a new Management
Committee at our Annual General
Meeting in March.

et

New Co-ordinator is Alison Dines
(pictured above), previously ICAG
Secretary. Alison is uniquely well
qualified to take on the role as she
has served for three years as
Co-ordinator in the past.

Alison replaces Andrew Cornwell,
who is stepping down after two
years in the Co-ordinator’s post to
stand as a candidate in the May
local elections.

Anja Beinroth has been re-elected
Treasurer. Thanks to her efforts
ICAG's income doubled in 2005,
and we are now well placed to
atiract new grant funding.

New Secretary is Stephen Taylor,
who until last year was Co-
ordinator for LCG in Haringey.

The other four Management

Comnittee members elected are

John Ackers, Chris Ashby, Andrew
Cornwell and Alastair Fallon.

Meanwhile ICAG membership has
continued to grow — there are how
701 LCC members in Islington,

compatred to 647 in January 2005.

if you would like a copy of I[CAG’s
Annual Report and Accounts for
2005, which were presented at the
AGM, please contact:

C: Andrew Cornwell
T: 07753 6820 682

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

Bike Boot Sale

What: -
Bike Boot Sale
When and wh_efe:

Saturday 8-April, 10 am to 2 pm at
Hackney City Farm, Goldsmiths
Row, London E2

Your chance 1o clear out those bits
under the:stairs and turn them into
money!

Book a table for £7.50 via
Jonathan (details below) and
bring your cycle spare parts to
sell.

This is NOT a commercial event.

For more information please
contact:

C: Jonathan Edwards
T: 020 7704 1884

E: jonathanthebike @ yahoo.co,uk




Cycling MP meets
ICAG members

Our picture shows Islington South
MP Emily Thornberry meeting
ICAG members at our AGM held
in March.

Emily spoke to the meeting about
her work as Chair of the
Parliamentary All-Party Cycling
Group, which includes both MPs
and peers. '

Recent campaigns by the Group
have included calling for better
integration between cyeling and
rail transport; work on the Road
Safety Bill; and proposing
amendments to the Countryside
and Rights of Way Bill to ensure
access for cyclists.

Emily has also joined with cycling
organisations in objecting to part
of the proposed new Highway
Code which would oblige cyclists
to use cycle lanes where available
- gven if these are dangerously
designed.

ICAG members raised many
issues in a question and answer
‘session including the need to
enforce advance stop lanes and to
provide secure parking in new
housing and shopping
developments.

High levels of cycle theft were also
discussed and Emily Thornberry
reported that nearly every single
member of her family had had a
bike stolen.

The MP received an invitation from
ICAG's Chris Ashby to join our
monthty feeder ride from the Town
Hall to the Critical Mass bike ride.

Double grant success

ICAG has successfully applied for
grant funding for a new cycle training
project which will involve setling up a
‘hike buddy’ scheme. The Community
Learning Chest is providing £1,800 to
train ICAG volunteers as cycle
trainers, and they will in turn provide
support to other cyclists.

Another £1,165 has been secured to
pay for this year's cycling promotion
programme, which includes stalls at
locat events and the printing of
publicity materials.

More information about how to get
involved in the cycle fraining project is
available from ICAG's Treasurer:

C: Anja Beinroth
T: 020 7243 9396

E: benroth@gmx.net

Volunteers wantequfor
Bike Week evenis

National Bike Week this year runs
from 17 to 25 June and once again
ICAG will be running a full programme
of rides and events.

The draft timetable (some details still
to be confirmed) includes:

« Saturday 17 June — Islington
Dr Bike (time and venue thc)

« Saturday 17 June —
Biodiversity Bike Ride (depart
from Islington Ecology Centre
at 2 pm)

e Sunday 18 June — Ride to
Bikefest in Trafalgar Square
{depart from Islington Town
Hall at 2 pm)

o Tuesday 20 June — Isiington
Cyclists Breakfast (junction of
City Road and Goswell Road,
7.30 to 9.30 am).

More volunteers are needed to help
ensure all these events are a success
— if you can spare an hour or two,
please contact the Bike Week events
organiser:

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7226 7012

E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

1

Bescription: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles with a pub lunch.

Pates: Sun 2 April , Sun 16 April, Sun 30
April, Sun 14 May, Sun 28 May

Start: 9.45a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m.

Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 26 April, Wed 24 May

Time: 7 — 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you‘ve something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islingtor Town Hall

Dates: Wed 12 April, Wed 10 May
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Alison Dines
Talephone: 020 7226 7012

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Alison Dines by the Saturday before the
meeting.

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detail-
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live In the
borough and so don't get a paper copy -
you can now.receive our newsietter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newstetter,
Dean Leigh (Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 1JR
©Islington Cyclists” Action Group 2006
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Success for ICAG at
Highbury Place

&

Following years of pressure from
ICAG, Islington Council finally agreed
in January to create legal northbound
access for cyclists to Highbury Fields
from Highbury Corner.

The scheme approved, costing
£0925,000, will see the construction of
a contra flow cycle lane for cyclists
entering Highbury Place from the
roundabout. The cycle lane is part of
wider streetscape improvements and
is aimed at reducing conflict between
cyclists and pedestrians.

At present cyclists are faced with a
choice of riding illegally into Highbury
Place or using the pedestrian area. A
Council cycle count showed that up to
60 riders an hour take the risk of
riding into oncoming traffic exiting
Highbury Place.

New cycle racks will be provided to
replace the guardrails currently used
by many to park their bikes. The
railings and other street ‘clutter’ will be
removed as part of the scheme. *

Both Isiington Councit and Transport
for London, who will share the cost of
the works, have recognised that
there’s not enough cycle parking
around Highbury Cormer and say they
will investigate providing more stands.
ICAG has already sent both
organisations a list of possible sites in
the area for more parking.

Talks resume with
Islington Council

After boycolting liaison meetings for
nearly a year in prolest at islington
Council's poor performance, ICAG's
December meeting voted to resume
talks for a trial period.

The Council's street management
division has stressed to ICAG that it
now has a new team of engineers in
place working on cycling schemes,
and that they are keen to ensure
cycling has a high priority in all traffic
and fransport measures,

Islington has also agreed to improve
meeting procedures, and to bring in
representatives from its parking and
transport planning departments, as
well as area managers from Transport
for London.

ICAG has made it clear to the Councii
that we expect to see concrete
improvements at a shortlist of problem
sites within six months — these are
mainly streets where access for
cyclists has been removad by the
Council in recent years.

i you have an issue that you would
like ICAG representatives to raise with
Islington Council at future liaison
maetings, please contact:

C: Andrew Cornwell
T: 07753 620 682

E: andrew.cornwell @ virgin.net

Committee elections

ICAG's new siructure, with our first
constitution and an elected seven-
person Management Committee, has
now been in place for a year and is
working well.

Committee elections wili be held at
our AGM in March (details below). [f

you would like to contribute more to
the work of LCC in Islington by joining
the commititee, please contact the
Co-ordinator, Andrew Cornwell, for an
informat discussion.

Annual General Meeting

What:

ICAG invites all members to our
Annual General Meeting.

When and where:

Weadnesday 8 March, 7.30pm, at
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street,
London N1.

Agenda:
1. To receive Annual Report.
2. To receive Annual Accounts.

3. Election of new Management
Committee, comprising:

Co-ordinator (Chair)
Treasurer
Secretary
Four other members

® o & o

4. Any other business.

Guest speaker;

Emily Thornberry MP (Islington
South), chair of the All-Party
Parliamentary Cycling Group will
speak on national cycling and
transport issues.

Drinks and snacks will be served!-

For more information please contact
the ICAG Secretary:

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7226 7012

E: alisondines @clara.co.uk

¥




Breakfast now served
in winter too!

i

A
o aslt Lt B E

Our picture shows the first ‘Cycling
Awareness Breakfast', held on the
Regents Canal on 17 January.

ICAG volunteers sarved hot and cold
drinks and snacks to dozens of
passing cycle commuters at the City
Road basin, as well as handing out a
range of information leaflets.

The breakfast — modelled on our
successful Bike Week eventin
summer — was a joint venture with
environmental charity Groundwork
and British Waterways.

As the number of cyclists using the
canal towpath has risen, there have
been concerns about conflict with
pedestrians in the narrow spaces.
Both British Waterways and ICAG are
keen to encourage cycling along
canals, but only in a safe manner with
respect for other users.

Critical Mass ride

Following their successful introduction
in 2005, ICAG will be continuing to
run feeder rides to the famous Critical
Mass cycle ride throughout this year.

Next rides: Friday 24 February,
Friday 31 March, Friday 28 April.

Time and place: Depart from outside
Islington Town Hall, Upper Streat N1,
at 6.15pm sharp. Ride to the South
Bank to jein the start of the main ride
under Waterloo Bridge.

CRISPs progress, canal
fakes the biscuit

Good progress is being made on the
large number of cycle route studies
being carried out around Islington.

The most recent route to come under
the microscope was the A501, which
includes Pentonville Road and City
Road, from Kings Cross to Cld Street.
ICAG's Doug Angus represented
Islington cyclists at the Cycle Route
Inspection Meeting just before
Christmas. We are pushing hard for
improvements at Colebrooke Row,
and at the junction with Bath Street.

Meanwhile consultants acting on
behalf of Transport for London have
been seeking ICAG feedback on ways
to improve cycle parking provision
along the A201 — Kings Cross Road
and Farringdon Road.

One of the most promising studies so
far is the so-called ‘Canal by-pass’
route running from York Way through
central Islington and then paraltel with
the Regent's Canal. A large number
of improvements are being proposed,
but the question of creating legal two?
way cycle access through Charlton
Place near Islington Green has still to
be resolved.

Cyclists wanted for-
challenging ride

Islington-based charity Computer Aid
International is looking for participants
to join a sponsored cycle challenge in
Kenya this July. The ride covers over
400 km in seven days through
stunning scenery, starting at the foot
of Mount Kenya.

Computer Aid, which has offices and
a workshop in Holloway Road,
collects and raeconditions personal
computers before sending them to
schools and non-profit organisations
in the developing world.

As with most charity fundraising rides,
a minimum level of sponsorship is
needed for the Kenya challenge. For
more information contact:

C: Stephen Campbell
T: 020 7281 00891

E: kenyachallenge @ computeraid.org

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles with a pub lunch.

Dates: Sun 5 February, Sun 22 February,
Sun 5 March, Sun 22 March

Start: 9.45a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m.

Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 22 February, Wed 22 March
Time: 7 - 9,30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per sesslon
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you've something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall

Dates: Wed 8 February, Wed 8 March
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 07753 620 682

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before™
the meeting.

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: jcag-subscrihbe@yahoogroups.com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live in the
berough and so don't get a paper copy -
you cai now réceive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circilation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Contribute to Islin

Please send any articles and images to:

E! dean.leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletter,
Dean Leigh (Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 1IR
©Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2006
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Frustration among Islington cyclists
has mounted in recent months as the
Coungil has repeatedly failed to
deliver improvements. Both of the last
two Borough Spending Plans have
failed to bid for sufficient funding for
cycle training, parking and anti-theft
campaigns. And, as previously
reported in /slington Cyclist, the
Council's Sustainable Transport
Strategy has turned out to be a big
disappointment.

Those who cycle around Islington will
know that many traffic engineering
schemes just aren't cycle friendly.

As a result ICAG has taken the
dramatic step of launching its own
Islington Cycling Strategy.

The aim is to publish a complete five-
year plan, with positive proposals fo
improve conditions for cycling in the
borough. Much of the plan wili be
based on applying existing LCC
policies to the situation in Islington —
but we are also looking for new ideas.

Consultafion has already begun with
tetters belng sent to all Islington
Councillors and local stakeholders
including schools, universities, police
and the NHS. Stakeholders have

been asked for their views on the
following themes:

¢ How can we best work fo remove
the barriers {o increased cycling in
Islington?

*  How can we best get across fo
the public the health,
environmental and financial
benefits of cycling?

e Given the Council’s poor record of
delivery, how can local
employers, schools and
community organisations play a
part in raising levels of cycling?

*  What needs to be done to help
Islington develop effective traffic
reduction and road danger
reduction strategies?

*  Foliowing the recent major
increases in car parking provision
in Islington, how can sustainable
transport, including cycling, be
better integrated into the planning
process?

+  What measures can be taken to
reduce the level of cycle theft in
Islington, which is currently the
highest in the UK?

* How can we encourage more
women, older people and people
from ethnic minorities to become
regular cyclists?

The ICAG strategy will he launched in
March 2008.

If there are measures that you would
like o see Included in the Islington
Cycling Strategy, or if you have
views on any of the themes above,
please get in touch with the ICAG
Secretary Alison Dines.

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7226 7012

E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

Threats by the Met Police to freat the
monthly Critical Mass bike ride as an
‘unauthorised demonstration’ have
been faced down by a huge turnout
from London cyclists,

Numbers rose from an average of 250
riders to a huge 1200 participants at
the October event, making this one of
the most successful Critical Mass
events, Points visited on the ride
included Buckingham Palace,
Parliament Square and Oxford Street,

Many acfive LCC members supported
the ride, with.record numbers joining
the ICAG feeder ride from Islington.

Bike-bourne police units kept a low
profile after a barrage of compiaints
from the cycling community in
advance of the ride.

ICAG will cdntinue its feeder rides to
the main Critical Mass starting point at
the South Bank throughout 2008,

Next rides: Friday 30 December,
Friday 27 January, Friday 24 Feb

Time and place: Depart from oufside
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street N1,
at 6.15pm sharp.




ICAG cbtained good coverage for our
criticism of Islington Council's budget
plans in the Islingfon Gazeite,

An ICAG press release highlighting
Council plans to cut the local cycling
budget, as well their inability to bid for
avallable funding for cycle training, led
to a prominent article headlined ‘Get
off your bike!'

iCAG's statement was quickly backed
up by a joint press release from both
Islington MPs, Jeremy Corbyn (North)
and Emily Thornberry (South).
Thornberry commented that: 'The
council seem to be completely
oblivious to the fact that more and
more Islington residents are cyclists'.

In reply, Executive Councilior Bridget
Fox argued in the Gazefte that ICAG
had 'misunderstood’ the figures. But
the Borough Spending Plan clearly
shows a planned fall in the local
cycling budget of 59 per cent for
2007/08 and a further 37 per cent cut
for 2008/09 (page 132 of the Plan).

Fox also claimed that the Council has
been ‘working with the Islington
Cyclists’ Action Group'. She omitted
to mention that ICAG suspended
regular liaison meetings with the
Council earfier this year in protest at
Islington’s poor performance. As no
improvements have been forthcoming
since then, the meetings remafn
suspended,

Getting rid of the high speed gyratory
system Is the only way to make the
Nags Head area safe for cyclists,
ICAG has told Transport for London
and Islington Council.

A cycle route study on the A503,
which covers Camden Road, Seven
Sisters Road, Parkhurst Road,
Isledon Road and Tollington Road, is
currently underway. Al of these
routes are notorious for speeding
traffic along motorway-type roads,

ICAG representatives at last month's
Cycle Route Inspection Meeting
{CRIM) made clear that the best way
to ensure safe cycle access was to
return to two-way working.

However, should Transport for
London be unable to fund this, an
alternative proposed by ICAG would
be a system of contra flow cycle
lanes, taking out cne lane of traffic
along these excessively wide roads.

Lack of cycle parking in the area is
also an issue, and ICAG is calling for
a 'massive increase’ in provision,
particularly in the Nags Head
shopping area.

Other measures we have suggested
include infroducing advanced stop
tanes at all junctions, extending bus
fane operation times, reducing speed
limits and restoring two-way traffic in
connecting roads such as Caledonian
Road and Hillmarton Road,

Pictured below are ICAG members
Doug Angus and Chris Ashby who
joined a pre-CRIM ride of the route to
help finalise ICAG's policy.

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Dates: every Sunday fortnight

Start: 10.10 a.m, Finish: 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finshury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazeilville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 25 Jan, Wed 22 Feb

Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrlan Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you've something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall
Dates: Wed 14 Dec, Wed 11 Jan
Time: 7.30-2.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Tefephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting,

If you wish to discuss any of the topics -
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
emall to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups,com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't five In the
borough and so don't get a paper copy -
yOu can now receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks te all contributors to this
newsletter,
Dean Lelgh {Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 1IR
®Islington Cyclists” Action Group 2005
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Picture: Dean Leig

Cycling has surged on Islington’s
streets this summer in the wake of the
London bombings.

A cycle count at the borough'’s key
facility, the crossing at the junction of
City Road and Colebrooke Row, in
August showed a rise of 88 per cent
compared to August 2003,

This means a staggering 1098 cyclists
passed the junction in the two hour
morning peak period — with 715 in the
between 8.30am and 9.30am alone.

Two years ago the overall figure in the
same two hour period was just 584.

ICAG’s three cycle counters also

- witnessed the continuing confusion at
this junction as a result of poor design
and road layout.

Because no separate pedestrian
crossing has been provided, and
because Islington Council has failed
to upgrade the cycle frack in a
sensible way, there is much conflict
between cyclisis and pedestrians.

The massive growth in numbers
. means itis ail the more vital for the

be restricted to pedestrians and
cyclists only to improve safety. And a
new pedestrian crossing is urgently
needed.

here is the policy of isllngton Councsl

Transport for London has launched a
series of studies aimed at improving
conditions for cyclists on Islington’s
major roads.

The so-calied ‘CRISP’ studies will
involve Key transport stakeholders
including ICAG and neighbouring LCC
borough groups in Camden, Hackney
and Haringey. All will include site
visits where ICAG will be represented.

Perhaps the biggest opportunity is the
study on the A503 which runs along
Camden Road, through Nags Head
and along Seven Sisters Road to
Finsbury Park. Because many of the
roads are very wide, there is room fo
put in new cycle lanes.

A major barrier is the existence of the
Nags ‘Head gyratory sysiem — ICAG
haslong believed this should be
removed in order to restore two-way
traffic and improve access. We will
also be pressing for much improved
cycle parking in the Nags Head area,
as well as lower fraffic speeds and
junction improvements.

Meanwhile a similar study will take
place on the A301 which covers
Pentonville Road and City Road.
This is an opportunity {o once again
remind Transport for London and
Islington Council of their failure to
improve the critical City Road junction
with Colebrooke Row.

Finally there will be study on the
‘Regent’s Canal by-pass’, an
existing cycle route which links the
two canal towpaths that are separated
by the Angel tunnel. A major problem

centre area

If you cycle along any of these roads
and would like to see changes, please
get in touch with the ICAG Co-

ordinator as soon as possible and
make your views known.

C: Andrew Cornwell
T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

ch breaks pmmase on
Eslmgton Green |

Our plcture shows th 1
Ishngton Green— prewous .
way. street, but now with ut egal
access for cychsts in‘one dir ; cti

Back in February thzs year lCAG
and CTC: reps 'met with lsllngton s
sustamablllty chletl= Counc or-" .-1.:

would be mamtaaned As the _
p;cj_q(e_shows, that promlse has :

contlnues-to boasi that Eslmgton is .
a cycle-frlendiy borough.
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: Dean l_eigh

ICAG's stall at Angel Canal Festival
on 4 September (above) attracted
huge interest, with many enquiries
from people interested in taking up
cycling. Hundreds of cycle maps,
leaflets and LCC advice booklets
were given out.

We also had a presence at the annual
Gillespie Park Festival in Highbury a
week [ater — our ‘bike doctors’ carried
out many repairs while our information
and advice stall was busy.

Thanks to the all the ICAG volunteers
who gave their time to help out at
these avents.

London Cycling Campaign has set up
a special working group on the 2012
Olympics foliowing London’s
successful bid for the games.

The working group’s aim s to ensure -
both that the venues are fully
_accessible to cyclists, and that cycle-
friendly infrastructure is left behind
afterwards. With L.ondon’s transport
infrastructure overloaded, the games
are a great opportunity fo encourage
sustainable modes of fravel.

Although there are no venues in
Isfington, the borough will be affected
due to its praximity to key sites in
central London, the Lea Valley and
Docklands.

or ify
should be campaigning for as the
2012 games approach.

C: Bridgst Fox

Islington may have the highest level of
bike theft in London, but it seems the
Council is not interested in tackling
the problem.

Despite a strong plea from ICAG (as
reported in the last /slington Cyclist),
the Council has declined to ask the
Mayor of London to fund an anti-theft
campaign.

in previous budget bids, the Coungil
won £11,000 of funding, although
transport officers actually failed to
spend £8,000 of this in 2004-05!

Now the anti-theft budget line has
disappeared altogether from
Islington’s transport spending plan.

ICAG also asked Islington Council to
submit a much sfronger bid on cycle
training ~ we asked islington to bid to
the Mayor for £150,000 a year. This
followed Hackney Council's
successful bid for £168,000 last year.

We also pointed out that the Mayor
has agreed an extra £55,000 of funds
for cycle training for every borough,
over and above existing provision.

Amazingly, Islington spending bid is
seeking just £50,000 — in other words,
islington Council is not even bothering
to take up all the additional allocation
it is entitled to from the Mayor.

The result of this incompetence is that
the vast majority of school children in
the borough of Islington will continue
to go without cycle training.

If you share ICAG’s concern about the
Council’'s poor performance on
training and bike theft, please getin
touch with the Executive member
responsible, Councillor Bridget Fox.

E: i’)l:iidg'et‘.‘f.ck@lsllngté-h.gov.uk

- newsletier.

Deseription: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Dates: every Sunday fortnight

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside £cology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 26 Oct, Wed 23 Nov

Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you've something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall
Dates: Wed 12 Oct, Wed 9 Nov
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.
Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting.

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Isfington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
fist?

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups,com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live in the
berough and so don't get a paper copy -~
you can now receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean,leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this

Dean Leigh, (Editor)
ublished:
ICAG, 12 \
©Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2005
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Bike Week 2005 in Islington was a
great success, with numbers
attending at three out of four of events
up significantty on last year.

Highlight of the week was the annual
Cyclists’ Breakfast, where 140 cycle
comimuters stopped off to enjoy
coffee, tea and cakes.

We were joined by no less than three
local politicians — Mayor of Islington
Councilior Jonathan Dearth, who took
his turn to serve breakfasts, MP for
[slington South Emily Thornberry, and
Executive Councillor George Allan, All
arrived on their bikes.

With three workshop stands in
operation and four ‘bike doctors’ on
call, our Dr Bike event at the N1
Shopping Centre was able to cope
with record numbers. 50 bikes were
checked or repaired, and nearly 1,000
maps, leaflets and booklets were
given out at the information stall.

The Biodiversity Bike Ride, run as a
partnership between ICAG and the
Islington Ecology Centre, saw a 20
per cent increase in numbers. Our
second family ride to Bikefest in
Trafalgar Square was also popular.

. ICAG thanks Islington Council, the N1

“Shopping Centre, and our many
volunteer helpers for their time and
support.

ICAG has issued a highly critical
response to Islington Council's draft
Sustainable Transport Strategy which
sets out a ten year plan running
through to 2016.

Despite election commitments by
islington’s ruling Liberal Democrats to
fully implement the LCC’s Cycling
Manifesto for London, the draft
Council strategy fails to deliver on
seven out of the ten manifesto topics.

In particular, the commitments on
cycle training and cycle parking are
very weak. No budget is allocated to
combat cycle theft, even though more
bikes are stolen in the borpugh than
anywhere else in Londorn.

The ICAG response also highlights
the Councif's failure to re-allocate
road space to pedesfrians and
cydlists, and its lack of commitment to
develop routes along waterways and
‘green corridors’.

Amazingly, the draft strategy suggests
that the Council will not use
enforcement powers to prevent
parking in cycle lanes.

The Islington strategy has to be
approved by Mayor Ken Livingstone.
Because of the weakness of the
lstington plan, the ICAG July meeting
took a decision to approach the Mayor
and ask for his veto if the cycling parts
are not improved.

If you have not yet seen a copy of the
ICAG response to the Council, please
contact the Co-ordinator.

G: Andrew Cornwell
T: 020 7359 6680

E:'aﬁdrew.—comwe!i@virgin.h'et '

Emily Thornberry, the new MP for
Islington South, has got off to a flying
start at Westminster by becoming
chair of the All-Party Parliamentary
Cycling Group.

Thornberry, a regular cycle commuter,
takes over from Jane Griffiths MP as
chair of the group, which has 90
members from both the Commons
and Lords. This makes it one of the
largest all-party groups in parliament.




Picture: David Love

Top-class professional racing returns
to London on Sunday 4 September as
the final stage of the Tour of Britain is
held on the streets of Westminster.
The riders will complete 45 laps of a
course taking in Parliament Square,
Whitehall and Embankment.

Once again ICAG is organising a ride
to the event. Depart at 2pm for the
short trip to Trafalgar Square, with a
return journey about S5pm.

The picture above was taken during
ICAG's first Cycle Audit Day held in
June. Taken in St John Street EC1, it
shows a freshly implemented ‘cycle
lane’ measuring just 62 cm wide.

Not only is this a strong contender for
the narrowest lane ever recorded in
the borough, it also scores highly in
the contest for the biggest waste of
council taxpayers' money.

The St John Street ‘improvements’
were among a dozen traffic schemes
visited by ICAG auditors Doug Angus,
Alison Dines and Andrew Cornwell.

4 The audit report will be available to

embers shortly and it will also be
sent to Transport for London and
islington Councillors,

Islington Council’s plans to remove
large quantities of ‘street clutter’ pose
a threat to cycling, ICAG has said.

With few cycle stands compared to
other boroughs, most cyclists use
signposts and railings to park their
bikes. The Council's ‘A1 Borough'
plan could wipe out thousands of
parking opportunities.

Massive investment will be needed to
compensate — ICAG is calling on the
Council to spend £125,000 a year for
the next four years on new cycle
parking. This is a fivefold increase on
the current fevel. It is also equivalent
to putting in one new cycle stand
every working day.

Money also needs to be spent on
providing secure parking facilities and
on continuing theft awareness
campaigns - £20,000 every year is
our proposal.

In the 2004-05 financial year, Islington
failed to spend £8,000 allocated for
these purposes.

Mayor Ken Livingstone's proposal to
extend the Congestion Charge zone
westwards is supported by ICAG —
but the latest version of the scheme
has a sting in the tail.

The Mayor is now proposing to cut
haif an hour off the evening charging
times, bringing forward the end of
charging to 6pm from 6.30pm.

ICAG's response to consultation on
the extension has warned that this
may have a negative impact on
cycling by bringing more cars onto the
streets during the evening rush hour.

This would undo some of the positive
benefits of the Congestion Charge,
which has contributed to London’s
record growth in cycle trips.

The western extension of the charging
zone to Kensington & Chelsea and
the remainder of Westminster has

| how been delayed until 2007, . -

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Dates: every Sunday fortnight
Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyslde Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 28 Sept, Wed 26 October
Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you‘ve something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall

Dates: Wed 10 August, Wed 14 Sept
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwelt by the Saturday before
the meeting.

1f you wish ko discuss any of the topics
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoodroups.com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live in the
borough and so don't get a paper copy -
you €an now receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletter.
Dean Leigh {Editor)

pubished by

ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, NS 1R
®Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2005
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A narrow victory in the islington South
and Finsbury constituency for Labour
candidate Emily Thornberry means
that both Islington’s Members of
Parliament are now regular cyclists.

LCC member Thornberry won by just
484 votes from Liberal Democrat
Councillor Bridget Fox. Meanwhile
Jeremy Corbyn, perhaps the most
prominent cyclist in the House of
Commons, was comfortably re-
elected as MP for Islington North.

Both Corbyn and Thornberry have
endorsed the LCC's Cycling
Manifesto for London as well as the
national cycling manifesto prepared
by CTC and others. ICAG will be
looking for early action from both of
them as the government struggles to
deliver improvements for cyclists.

Other endorsements for the cycling
manifestos during the election
campaign came from Green Party
candidates Jon Nott and James
Humphreys. For the Conservatives,
Nicola Talbot and Melanie McLean
endorsed parts of the manifestos, as
(belatedly) did Liberal Democrat
Councillor Laura Willoughby.

The only candidate not to respond to
ICAG's election letter was Liberal
Democrat Bridget Fox — the Executive
Councillor responsible for transport
and the environment in Islington.

As reported in the last Islington
Cylist, relations between ICAG and
Islington Council remain tricky —
especially when it comes to traffic
schemes that aren't cycle-friendly.

However, a review of recent schemes
is now underway. This led to a tour of
problem sites in April, with ICAG
representatives Chris Ashby and
Andrew Cornwell being joined by the
Council's Head of Engineering
Mehmet Mazhar.

Among the changes ICAG is
requesting are the removal of barriers
from recently blocked cycle routes,
the removal of dangerous echelon
(diagonal) parking, and the use of
double yellow lines to defend cycle
lanes and other facilities.

A jointly-agreed programme of action
is now being finalised. ICAG wili then
consider resuming our regular liaison
meetings with traffic engineers.

Once again ICAG is planning a full
programme for national Bike Week,
which runs from 11 to 19 June.

With two family rides, a cyclists’
breakfast for commuters, and a Dr
Bike service, there is something for all
cyclists. Hundreds more events are
planned across London and around
the country; these can be viewed on
the LCC and Bike Week websites.

If you are able to volunteer to help at
any of these events, please contact
the ICAG Secretary Alison Dines.

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7226 7012

E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

June / July 2005




Threats to block a popular cycle route
at Kingsbury Road in the Mildmay
area have been lifted following ICAG
intervention.

Islington Council had planned to
install barriers to prevent cars and
motorcycles crossing the bridge at
Kingsbury Road outside the gates ofa
local school. These would have
restricted cycle access on an LCN+
route. However following a joint site
visit by ICAG reps and Council
engineers, cycle access will now be
maintained as part of a temporary
scheme to prevent illegal car
movements across the bridge.

A longer term scheme will be needed
at this location, so if you cycie through
the area, please make your views
known to the ICAG Co-ordinator:

G: Andrew Cornwell
T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

There was a huge turnout for the 11"
anniversary of Critical Mass in April —
including record numbers on the
ICAG feeder ride from Islington.

With hundreds of riders on the road,
and a police escort clearing the traffic,
the monthiy Critical Mass rides are a
unique way to travel around central
London and a great way for us all to
raise the profile of cycling. Why not
join us on a future ride?

Next rides: Friday 24 June, Friday 29
July, Friday 26 August

Time and place: lDepart from outside
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street N1,
at 6.15pm sharp.

b

A draft report from Transport for
Londen is proposing major changes
along the A201 corridor from Kings
Cross to Blackfriars Bridge.

in the Islington section, which covers
Kings Cross Road and Farringdon
Road, TfL has recognised the route is
currently unpleasant for cyclists.
Potential improvements include:

e A new cycle lane for
southbound riders along
Penton Rise

« Remodelling of the Margery
Street / Lloyd Baker Street
fiveways junction

¢ New cycle lanes and
Advanced Stop Lines on the
approaches to the Rosebery
Avenue junction

¢ A review of parking and
loading facilities along the
route with a view to reducing
them if possible.

ICAG together with Camden Cycling
Campaign has been involved in the
report's production as part of the
CRISP study process. We will be
submitting more feedback to Tl
before the final version is published.

One issue we will be highlighting is
tack of cycle parking along this route.

If you have any views about other
possibla improvements on the A201,
please get in touch.

ICAG has successfully bid for funding
from the islington Community Futures
fund, run by Groundwork Camden &
islington. The £700 grant will be used
to fund ICAG information stalls and
leaflets at summer festivals in
Islington, including Bike Week, the
Angel Canal Festival and the Gillespie
Park festival. ‘

Meanwhile Islington Council is
providing £1,000 towards the cost of
Bike Week events, which will be
mainly spent on publicity materials.

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Dates: every Sunday fortnight

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Cycle Workshop D

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 22 June, Wed 27 July

Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 {(50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

ICAG monthiy meeting

If you've something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Piace: Islington Town Hall
Dates: Wed 8 June, Wed 13 July

. Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Corawell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting. :

ICAG Email Group.. =~

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahopdroups.com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of

. Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the
borough and so don't get a paper copy —
you can how receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Contribute to Islington Cyclist =
Please send any articles and images to:

E; dean.leigh@btconnect,com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletter.
‘Dean Leigh (Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 13R
@lslington Cydlists’ Action Group 2005
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ICAG has called on Islington Council
and Transport for London to make
major improvements at the Archway
without delay. In particular, the
dangerous gyratory system needs to
be replaced with a road layout that is
friendlier to cyclists and pedestrians.

The new ICAG policy, adopted at last
month's AGM, calls for replacement of
the present system, using alternative
plans drawn up by the Islington
Society and the Highgate Society as a
basis. This wouid involve closing one
arm of the roundabout.

Other key demands for Archway
made by the meeting include:

« provision of secure bike
parking at Archway station,
along the lines used at
Walthamstow and Finsbury
Park stations;

e all new housing and business
developments to have
adequate cycle parking in
accordance with London
Cycling Campaign standards;

« anorthbound cycle lane to be
created on Highgate Hill,

» pedestrian improvements,

islington Council is due to start public
consubtation on a Planning Brief for
the Archway area soon, but ICAG is
worried that transport improvements

may be postponed for years while the
fate of buildings such as the Archway
Tower is decided.

For more information, or to make your
views known, contact:

C: Keith Macfarlane
T: 0207272 9522

E: keithmac@unisonfree.net

Islington Council’s failure to deliver
positive changes for cyclists has led
to ICAG deciding to boycott regular
liaison meetings with traffic engineers.

Instead, representatives of ICAG and
national cycling organisation CTC
called for an urgent meeting with
senior Councillors to discuss a long
list of problems. The meeting with
Executive Councillors Bridget Fox and
George Allan, as well as senior
islington transport managers, has now

led to some positive results.

Councillor Fox confirmed that it is

" Council policy to maintain cycle

access at all locations — this has been
a particular concern with roads being
blocked in several cases last year.

The Council's Head of Engineering,
Mehmet Mazhar, will work with ICAG
on a review of recent traffic schemes,
so that remedial measures ¢an be
carried out where past works have
been unfriendly to cyclists.

Islington has pledged to improve its
performance on cycle training and will
look at starting adult training in the
next financial year.

The Council has also admitted it can
do better on cycle theft and will try to
recover £8,000 of funding it failed to
spend last year, £3,000 will be spent
immediately on publicity measures.

As the General Election approaches,
{CAG has written to all candidates in
the two Islington constituencies
asking them to support cycling and
sustainable fransport measures.

All political parties are being asked to
endorse the 10-point Cycling
Manifesto for London, drawn up by
the LCC. Backing is also requested
for the Cyclists’ Manifesto prepared
by CTC, the national organisation.

This calls for more funding for cycle
training and promotion, removal of
VAT from bicycles and cycling
services, better traffic laws and
policing, and a duty on [ocal councils
to deliver ‘quality cycle networks'.

All Islington candidates have also
been offered the chance to meet with
ICAG's Management Committee to
explain what they would do personally
for cycling if elected to the House of
Commons.




Islington North MP Jeremy Corbyn
has promised to continue o work to
assist cyclists. Jeremy was guest
speaker at ICAG's Annual General
Meeting in March, where he took part
in a long question and answer session
with around 20 members.

The MP, one of the few cyclists in the
House of Commans, told the meeting
that parental and teacher attitudes to
cycling needed to be changed, and
more training provided. He was critical
of the cycle route network, particularly
of lanes that ended at junctions. An
example was the dangerous lane on
Blackfriars Bridge that needed to he
removed. He also called on
employers to provide better changing
and storage facilities, and for councils
to do more on cycle parking.

In answer to ICAG members’
~ questions, Jeremy has agreed:

« to consider tabling a |
parliamentary motion on bike
fighting, to ensure new bikes
must be sold with lights;

« toinvestigate the precise
legal position with the London
Local Authorities Bill, which
could give councils the power
to remove bikes chained to
railings and street furniture,;

o to take up the issue of the
National Cycling Strategy
Board, which has been wound
up without a replacement

Next rides: Friday 29 April, Friday
27 May, Friday 24 June.Depart from
outside Islington Town Hall, Upper
Street N1, at 6.15pm sharp.

Islington Council's poor record on
cycle training will come under scrutiny
on 14 April when the subject is raised
at the high-level Transport Liaison
Group (TLG) meeting. The TLG
brings together Councl and Transport
for lLondon managers with {ransport
stakeholders including bus and tube
companies, emergency services,
pedestrian, cyclist and motorcyclist
organisations.

ICAG will give a short presentation
setting out best practice from other
boroughs that islington could follow.
This will include adult cycle training,
confidence building rides and bike
buddy schemes — none of which are
offered in Islington at the moment. A
major improvement in school-based
training is also needed. ICAG has
been unable to obtain figures for the
numbers of pupils trained, but is it
believed to be less than 100 a year.

Our campaign on cycle fraining is
being run joinfly with Islington Living
Streets, the pedestrians body.

If you have views on current cycle
training provision in Islington, or if you
can suggest ways in which it can be
improved, please get in touch as socn
as possible.

C: John Ackers

T: 020 7690 7263

E: john.ackers@mait.com

Islington Gouncil has confirmed it will
produce a dedicated cycling action
nlan, following an ICAG request.

The action plan will form part of the
Council's Local Implementation Plan
for transport, being drawn up fo
satisfy the Mayor of London.

Transport Planning Manager (and
cyclist) Eric Manners will visit ICAG's
monthly meeting on Wednesday 11
May to explain more about the plan
and take questions from members.

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Dates: Sun 3 April, Sun 17 April, Sun 1
May. Sun 15 May, Sun 29 May

Start: 10.10 a.m, Finish: 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Cycle Workshop D

Piace: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 27 April, Wed 25 May

Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Tetephone: 07810 211 9062

ICAG monthly meeting

If you've something to say about cycling
in Iskington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall
Dates: Wed 13 April, Wed 11 May
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting.

ICAG Email Group -~

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detait
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list? If you would like to participate, send
an email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist ~ but don't live in the
barough and so don't get a paper copy -
you can now receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoodroups, com

Confribute to Islington Cyclist

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletter.
Dean Leigh (Editor}

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 1JR
©Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2005
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Months of pressure from ICAG has
led islington Council to withdraw its
controversial plans for a two-way
cycle track at the busy Colebrooke
Row — City Road junction.

ICAG, together with Hackney LCC,
had warned the proposed design
would increase risks to cyclists.

instead works will now take place to
move the existing small island in
Colebrooke Row forward to the City
Road junction. A new pedestrian
crossing over City Road — backed by
ICAG — will help to reduce conflicts
between cyclists and pedestrian and
improve road safety.

The result is not ideal — Islington
Council has stated that it will not
accept our alternative proposal to
close this end of Colebrooke Row to
all but pedestrians and cyclists.

ICAG will be keeping up the pressure
for a long-term solution covering the
entire Colebrooke — City Road -
Goswell Road — Owen Strest cycle
crossing. The crossing is already the
busiest cycle facility in the borough of
islington and usage is expected to
grow further as cycling becomes more
poputar.

Works at the City Road junction are
expecied to last untll the end of
February.

An ICAG member managed to speak
directly to the Commissioner of the
Metropolitan Police, Sir John Stevens,
on a Radio London phone-in just
before Christmas.

The issue of attacks on cyclists in
some parts of Islington was raised
and Sir John was asked to deploy
more police patrols in these ‘hotspot’
areas.

There has been a guick response
from Islington Police and it is now
likely that there will be a specific focus
on attacks against cyclists as part of a
broader campaign against street
robbery.

It is vital that attacks and intimidation
are reported to the police to help them
deploy their resources effectively.
ICAG will be developing an onfine
reporting system to assist this.

ICAG's first constitution was adopted
unanimously at our January meeting.

The aim of the docurnent is not to
create more bureaucracy, but to give
us the chance to apply for new
funding — most grant-makers require a
written constitution.

The new arrangements will also help
to promote more accountable
decision-making.

Our first Annual General Meeting will
be held on 9 March, when a new
seven person Management
Committee will he elected,
responsible to the membership.

Details of the AGM are gwen in the
next column.

At the same time ICAG has agreed a
new Equal Opportunities policy, in line
with other LCC borough groups.

Copies of both the Constitution and
Equal Opportunities policy are
available from the Co-ordinator, see
box below for contact details.




Plans to redevelop Archway are now
gearing up. ICAG is seeking to draw
up a list of possible improvements for
cyclists, so that we can influence
Islington Coungcil and Transport for
London'’s plans. Your views about
what could be done to improve the
area for cyclists are wanted.

We are also looking for volunteers {o
work with local community groups
campaigning on the redevelopment
issue. ICAG members who live in the
area and can help, please contact:

C: Keith Macfarlane
T: 020 7272 9522

E: keithmac@unisonfree.net

Congestion charging in central
London has helped to bring abotit a
record increase in numbers of
cyclists. On this basis ICAG has
decided to support London Mayor Ken
Livingstone's proposed increase in
the charge from £5 to £8 a day.

Last year [CAG gave it's backing to
the extension of the charging zone to
large parts of Westminster and
Kensington and Chelsea.

If you have never experienced the
famous Critical Mass cycle ride, now
is the time to do so. Throughouf 2005
ICAG will be organising feeder rides
to Critical Mass, departing from
Islington to the main start at the South
Bank Centre under Waterloo Bridge.

With hundreds of riders on the road,
and a police escort clearing the traffic,
the monthly Critical Mass rides are a
unique way to travel around central
London and a great way for us ali to
raise the profile of cycling.

Next rides: Friday 25 February,
Friday 25 March, Friday 29 Apiil.

Time and place: Depart from outside
islington Town Hall, Upper Street N1,
at 6.15pm sharp.

No less than five major feasibility
siudies will be carried out on Islington
cycle routes in the next few months.

The studies, known as CRISPs, are
designed to aliow stakeholders such
as ICAG to input into plans for route
improvements. The first two are:

e - Route 8 from Southgate Road
to Farringdon Road via
Ecclesbourne Rd, Colebrooke
Row and Amwell Street.

o Seven Stations Route from St
John Street to Bath Strest,
and including Bunhill Row.

Further CRISP studies will cover the

Hungerford Road to Crouch Hill cycle

route, and Route 7 running from
Finsbury Park to St John Street via
Drayton Park and Barnsbury.

Your views as a local cyclist are
important — please make any
comments about improvements you
would tike to see as soon as possible.

C: John Ackers
T: 020 7690 7263

E: john.ackers@mail.com

Plans by Islington Council to place
railings across the Seven Stations
cycle route at Wilmington Square (off
Rosebery Avenue) have been
dropped following an ICAG campaign.

A video study was carried out at the
site after an ICAG request, showing
that cyclists using the Square
outnumbered motorbikes by three to
one. The aim of the railings was o
prevent motorbike access — but they
would also have forced cyclists to
dismount. '

The Council will now consuit with
residents on an alternative solution
involving bollards. Signs to ban
motorbikes are also proposed.

Thanks to aff members who wrote {0
Coungcillor Bridget Fox on this issue.

Description; Easy-paced rldes of around
30 miles

Dates: every Sunday fortnight

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m,
Place: Finshury Park overland station
Contact: Sue ‘
Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazeliville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise)

Dates: Wed 23 February, Wed 23 March
Time: 7 - .30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per sesslon
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 502

If you've something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall

bBates: Wed 9 February, Wed 13 April
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting.

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered In Islington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
emall to:

E: jcag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the
borough and so don't get a paper copy —
YyOu can now receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list Is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
suhscribe@yahoogroups.comnt

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leigh@btconnect.con:

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletter.
Dean Leigh (Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberla Road, London, N5 1JR
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ICAG is continuing to oppose Islington
Council's controversial plans for the
Colebrooke Row / City Road junction,
probably the most heavily used cycle
facility in the borough.

In late October the Council warned it
would press ahead with a scheme to
install a two-way cycle track in
Colebrooke Row, a new pedestrian
crossing and changes to the central
island between City Road and
Goswell Road. While ICAG has
welcomed the pedestrian crossing, we
are concerned that the propased
cycle track is so poorly designed that
it will increase risks to cyclists,
Already there has been one death at
this location.

Only a direct appeal by ICAG to
Council Leader Steve Hitchins
managed to postpone the start of
works, and as this newsletter went to
press a further meeting with Council
engineers was due to take place.

We have had coverage of our
opposition to the scheme in the
islington Gazette, Islington Tribune
and High & |. The latter headlined its
report ‘Safety plan is actually more
dangerous — cyclists despair over
busy junction’. Our alternative
proposal, to close the City Road end
of Colebrooke Row to motor vehicles
because of the high numbers of
cyclists using the route, has been
backed by Hackney LCC and by CTC,
the national cycling organisation.

The latest in a series of measures to
restrict bike access in the Borough of
Islington now seems likely to go
ahead in Witmington Square, off
Rosebery Avenue.

The Council's Traffic and
Transportation Department is
planning fo place two sets of railings
across each of two existing cycle cut-
throughs in a bid to stop motorbikes
using the square.

ICAG has condemned the scheme as
unacceptable on a London Cycle
Network route, and has also warned
that it will breach the Disability
Discrimination Act final stage, fully in
force since October.

While ICAG opposition has managed
to delay this scheme for nine months,
our only hope now is a change of
mind on the part of Executive
Counciltor Bridget Fox.

Please email her diractly, or
telephone her office to register your
objections:

C: Bridget Fox
T: 020 7527 3043

E: bridget. fox@islington.gov.uk

Former ICAG Co-ordinator Alison
Dines is chairing our working group
making plans for next year's National
Bike Week. This is scheduied for 11-
18 June 2005, If you would like to get
involved in preparing our programme
of local events please contact Alison:

C:; Alison Dines

T: 0207226 7012
E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

For those who can't make if, may we
extend seasonal greetings to all iCAG
members and fellow cyclists.

A special thank you to everyone who
has taken part in promoting cycling in
Islington during 2004 from organisers
and campaigners, mesting members
and representatives, to people that
have taken part in rides, debates and
discussions, on and offline.

Dean Leigh — Editor




Latest figures from the Metropolitan
Police show that Islington is now the
warst affected borough inn London for
cycle thefi.

In 2003 1,896 bikes were reported
stolen — nearly double the figure for
2002.

While part of the increase is due to
greater numbers of bikes on the
roads, there have also been raports of
organised gangs of thieves operating
in the Ange! area.

As previously mentioned in Islington
Cyclist another hotspot for theft is
ouisfde Highbury Pool.

For more information about how to
keep you bike safe from thieves, visit
the LCC website wherse you can
download a copy of the booklet
‘Bicycle security — tock it or lose itl’

W: hitp:/www ice.org.ul

Islington Labour Party has asked for
ICAG's inpuf into thelr review of
parking policies in the borough - a
source of huge controversy in the
local press.

In reply, the last members’ meeting
re-affirmed our policy of backing
controfled parking zones throughout
the borough — and keeping these as
smalt as possible to discourage
pecple from using their cars for short
journeys which could be made by
cycling or walking.

We have also asked Labour to back a
huge expansion of on-street cycle
stands, in line with the recent growth
in cycling.

More public cycle parking needs to be
‘secure’, as with the scheme at
Walthamstow Station and the plans
for Finsbury Park station. And more
residential cycle parking needs to be
provided, as lack of home storage
space for bikes is a problem for many
people.

New constitution as
ICAG grows

Last month’s members' mesting
discussed the need for ICAG to adopt
a written constitution, in line with other
borough groups of the London Cycling
Campaign. In particular, if we are to
attract funding from grant-malkers, a
constitution is needed.

Our draft document sets out the
obijectives of ICAG and contains
provision for the election of a
Management Committee and the
holding of an Annual General
Meeting.

We are also about to put in place our
first equal opportunities policy, again
in line with the policy of LCC as a
whole. A discussion on both the equal
opportunities policy and the proposed
constitution will take place at the next
members' meeting on Wednesday 8
December (Islington Town Hall,
7.30pm).

If any [CAG member would like a
copy of either draft document, please
contact the Co-ordinator

C: Andrew Cornwell

T: 020 7359 6660
E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

Since the last Islington Cyclist there
have been a few attacks on cyclists
on cycle routés running through
islington, although there does not
seem to be a pattern as in the past.

The police advice to cyclists is:
1. Ride with others when you can.

2 If you see a group of likely lads
change course if you can.

3. Do not try to tackle attackers for the
sake of personal possessions.

4, If you are a witness to, or a victim
of, an attack call 998 immediately.

These incidents are rare and often
opportunist so no need to worry, just
be alert and aware.

Pascription: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Date: every Sunday fortnight

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finlsh: 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephones 020 7729 5409

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville'Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise)

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month
{except August and December)

Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per sesslon
towards costs

Contac{: Adrlan Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

If you've something to say about cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall

Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting.

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Islington Cyclist in more detall
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list?

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahooaroups.comn

If you've enjoyed reading this Issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live in the
borough and so don't get a paper copy -
you can now receive our newsletter
electronically.

Al you need to do to be added to the
circulation Hist is send an email to:

E: Islingtoncyclist-
subscribe@yahoogroups, com

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leinh@biconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletier and to Carl Lomas of Camelot
Courler Training for photocapying.

Dean Leigh (Edlitor)

Pubiished by: -
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, London, N5 1JR
®Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2004
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A group of ICAG members (above)
enjoyed a great day out at the Tour of
Britain finish in Whitehall on Sunday 5
September.

The final stage of the Tour saw top
class road racing return to London for
the first time in several years. World
ctass riders competing included
Britain’s triple Olympic gold medallist
Bradley Wiggins.

Ninety riders raced for 45 laps around
a one mile circuit covering Whitehall,
Embankment, Northumberiand
Avenue, and Parliament Square.
Thousands of spectators lined the
route, many of whom had travelled to
the race by bike.

It is hoped the Tour of Britain — and
the ICAG ride to it — will now become
regular fixtures on London’s streets.

The number of London Cycling
Campaign members in Islington (all
automaticalty members of ICAG) rose
to 663 in August. This makes ICAG
the third largest LCC borough group
in London, behind Hackney with just
over 800 members and Lambeth with
720. If you know someone who cycles
and would like to join, why not
suggest they visit the LCC website
where they can sign up online at;

W: hitp://www [ce.org.uk

Islington Council has secured funding
of £11,000 for a pilot scheme to put in
secure cycle parking.

The Council is also planning a theft
awareness campaign, in partnership
with ICAG. We have suggested that
Angel town centre, Highbury Corner
or the Nags Head might be suitable
places for the new secure parking.

Youths armed with
bolicutters

Meanwhile one ICAG member has
taken direct action.

He spotted a group of youths armed
with boltcutters eyeing up the bike
stands outside Highbury Pool.
Noticing the boltcutters were
unattended for a moment, he calmly
walked up and removed them. When
the youths asked for the boltcutters
back, he replied that they could collect
them from Hornsey Road police
station!

ICAG has welcomed a new initiative
led by environmental charity
Groundwaork to tackle anti-social
behaviour against cyclists.

The pilot project is running this
autumn in trouble spots either side of
Essex Road where youths have often
attacked or verbally abused cyclists.

Activities
A programme of activities led by youth

workers will include bicycle skitls
training, bike maintenance sessions.

There will also be trips around London
to try out different kinds of bikes such
as mountain bikes and recumbents.

Promoting the heritage of cycling and
the different uses of bikes — for
recreation, sport and transport — are
important parts of the project.

Greater links

Speaking at ICAG’s September
meeting, project co-ordinator Phil
Pyatt said Groundwork was taking a
‘sideways’ approach to the problem.

Can you help this project?
Building cioser relationships between
young people and cyclists is vital to
this initiative.

Groundwork and ICAG are looking for
members to get involved as follows:

* Peaople to help the heritage
side of the project.

People to be involved in Dr
Bike and provide the
necessary bike maintenance
skills.

*  Poople (women are definitely
needed) to form a steering
group to take forward youth
involvement within Islington.

if you can offer your time or skills to
this important project, please contact:

C: Phil Pyait at Groundwork
T: 020 7239 1396

E: Phil.Pyatt@groundwork.org.uk




Re-shaping Isli: gton s'f .

streets

it has been a busy time for
engineering issues, with consuiiation
documents arriving from Islington
Council on an almost daily basis. In
the last couple of months ICAG has
commented on Safer Routes fo
School schemes, controlied parking
reviews, lorry bans, changes to cycle
cut-throughs and traffic caiming.

Colebrooke Row plans
rejected

We are still locked in battle with the
Council over the important cycle
facility at Colebrooke Row-City Road.
The Council's latest plans for
Colebrooke Row were rejected by
ICAG in August, as they were
basically little different from the
previous inadequate scheme, We did,
though, welcome the proposal for a
new pedestrian crossing, which could
help reduce cyclist-pedestrian conflict.

The views of ICAG members who
cycle around Islington are vital in
helping us respond effectively to such
consultations. Thanks to all those who
have commented recently, but we
need more input. The best way to
keep up to date with changes is to
subscribe to our email list where
details of new traffic and cycle
schemes are posted. To join the ICAG
Email Group send an email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahooaroups.com

Home Service for Bikes reaches the
parts bike shops don't, either because
you can't get there, or they can't book
you in for a while. | meet you at a
convenient time and place and can
repair punctures, replace spokes,
change brake blocks and cables,
service and lube, install accessories
efc.

I try to respond within 24 hours
covering ail of Islington and Hackney
or up to 5 miles from Essex Road. |
charge just £5 for a calf out, and £10
an hour once it's agreed what | do.
Contact:

C: Jonathan Edwards
T: 0207704 1884
M: 07946 261165

Alastair's expedition

Lacking inspiration in the traffic-
clogged streets of London? Then
come ta October’s ICAG meeting and
hear [slington cychst Alastair Falion
present the story of his epic South
American cycle ride. The 5200km saio
ride through Chile was just one of his
several expeditions...

The meeting is at 7.30pm on
Woednesday 13 October at Islington
Town Hall, Upper Street. There Is bike
parking outside, and refreshments will
be served — a good chance to get
together with other ICAG members if
you have not been to a meeting for a
while.

A tragic incident at the end of August
has ohce again focused attention on
the dangers of cyeling in Essex Road.
Halya Tarkmen, an Islington resident
who cycles every day to work in
Hackney, was in collision with a lorry
at the junction of Essex Road and
Balls Pond Road, and suffered severe
injuries.

Af the request of Hiilya's work
colleagues, iIslington and Hackney
cyclists held a short demonstration at
the junction. We were joined by many
members of the Turkish community
showing their solidarity with Halya. A
banner was unfurled in the centre of
the road stating "No more accidents —
more bike lanes”.

Later that evening the monthly Critical
Mass ride, comprising over 2560
cyclists from all around London, rode
through Upper Street and Essex Road
to occupy the junction.

ICAG has formally requested a review
of the safety of the junction, where
there have also been incidents
involving pedestrians and motorists.
The roads are under the control of
islington Council, and we hope to
make detailed proposals for cycle
improvements to them. If you have
suggestions for safety improvements
in the Essex Road and Balls Pond
Road area, please contact:

C: Andrew Cornwell
T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

Description: Easy-paced rides of around
30 miles

Date: every Sunday fortnight

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finishi 5-6 p.m.
Place: Finsbury Park overland station
Contact: Sue

Telephone: 020 7729 5409

Cycie Worl

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens corner
of Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise)

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month
(except August and December)

Time: 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session
towards costs

Contact: Adrian Williams

Telephone: 07810 211 902

ICAG monthly meeting

If you've something to say abotit cycling
in Islington, or just want to listen, come
along to the ICAG monthly meeting.

Place: Islington Town Hall .
Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month
Time: 7.30-9.30 p.m.

Contact: Andrew Cornwell
Telephone: 020 7359 6680

Agenda items for meetings should reach
Andrew Cornwell by the Saturday before
the meeting.

ICAG Email Group. =~~~

If you wish to discuss any of the topics
covered in Isiington Cyclist in more detail
then why not subscribe to the ICAG email
list? The list enables subscribers to
receive news promptly and the
opportunity to give and receive feedback.

If you would like to participate, send an
email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoQgroups.com

Emait

Islington Cyclist by
If you've enjoyed reading this issue of
Islingten Cyclist — but don't live in the
borough and so don't get a paper copy -

you can now receive our newsletter
electronically.

All you need to do to be added to the
circulation list is send an email to:

E: islingtoncyclist-
subscrihe@yahoogroups.com

Please send any articles and images to:

E: dean.leigh@btconnect.com

Many thanks to all contributors to this
newsletter. www.couriertraining.co.uk for
photecopying.

Dean Leigh (Editor)

Published by:
ICAG, 12 Liberia Road, konden, N5 1JR
@Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2004
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Bike Week success
raises cycling profile

Hundreds of Islington cyclists joined in
a series of successful Bike Week
events in June. With five events
mounted by ICAG, this was the
biggest Bike Week celebration localty
for several years.

Ride to Bikefest

Cyclists of all ages joined ICAG’s Bike
Week ride from Islington Town Hall to
Trafalgar Square, where they visited
the Bikefest event organised by
Transport for London.

‘Commuter challenge

Islington Council also got involved,
organising a ‘Commuter Challenge’ to
highlight the benefits of cycling to
work. Cyclists took the first three
places in the race’ from Finsbury Park
to Finsbury Square, ahead of car,
tube, train and bus travellers.

ICAG member Tom Bogdanowicz
(seen above centre at the end of the
annual MPs bike ride), described as a
‘grandfather on a folding bike’

received the winning prize from
Councillor George Allan.

Cool down

We also repeated last year's popular
‘Cool Down'’ event, organised jointly
with our colleagues in Hackney LCC.

The number of people stopping on
their way home from work at the
entrance to Clissold Park to enjoy fruit
cocktails, snacks and massage was
up about 10 per cent on 2003.

Bike breakfast

Over 100 cyclists stopped for a free
breakfast at our traditional City Road
location, enjoying coffees, tea and
cakes.

Hundreds more passing cycle
commuters helped themselves to free
cycle guides and maps.

Dr Bike

' A prime location in the N1 Shopping

Centre saw record custom for Dr
Bike' ~ over 35 people were given
maintenance checks and repairs in a

R | five-hour period.There was huge

interest in our leaflet stall from
shoppers.

Our thanks to all ICAG volunteers for
their help, and to Islington Council for
their financial support for locat Bike
Week events.

For more reports about Bike Week,
and for advance information about
next year's events, visit:

W: hitp://www.bikeweek.org.uk

Making progress at
Highbury Corner

Our lobbying of Islington Council over
the lack of cycle facilities at Highbury
Corner is starting to pay off.

The Council has now committed to
making improvements for cyclists as
part of the new long-term plans for
redeveloping the area.

Foliowing ICAG criticism of the lack of
access for northbound cyclists into
Highbury Fields from the roundabout,
the Council has agreed to investigate
putting in a contraflow cycle lane
outside Barclays Bank.

A bid for funding for this scheme wil
go to Transport for London (TfL) for
the next financial year.

We have also had positive feedback
from TfL and from the Highbury Fields
Association, which represents local
residents.

Other good news is that Islington will
look at improving cycle access into
Corsica Street.

The Council has also agreed to seek
secure bike parking within the
redeveloped Highbury & Islington
station.

The next stage is now a review of the
roundabout at Highbury Corner by
TiL. ICAG would like to hear
members’ views — should the gyratory
system be replaced by a crossroads,
for example? Or could improvements
be made for cyclists while keeping
present road layout?

Pleass contact the ICAG Co-ordinator,
Andrew Cornwell, with your views:

T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

|
|




Cycling in Islington -
have your say

Once again all London boroughs are
being rated on their performance
when it comes to delivering cycling
improvements.

The English Regional Cycling
Development Team is seeking
comments about Islington Council,
which will then go to the National
Cycling Strategy Board.

Last year's report painted a picture
which some local cyclists feit was far
too rosy — partly this was because the
authors didn’t ask us for our views.

ICAG would like to hear your dpinions
about how well Islington Council is
doing. '

In particular, are there cycle schemes
that could have been implemented
better?

Are islington's transport policies really
cycle-friendly?

Should more be done to provide cycle
training?

By providing direct comparisons
between councils, this kind of
performance review can really make a
difference in focusing the minds of
councillors and councii officers on
cycling.

So please send your comments as
soon as possible to Alison Dines:

T: 020 7226 7012

E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

Bike parking — new
locations wanted

Is there somewhere in Islington where
you would like to see new cycle
stands installed? The Council has an
ongoing programme of putting in new
parking facilities and has asked ICAG
for details of locations. Please contact
Andrew Cornwell:

T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cormnwell@virgin.net

Council bids for £1.2 .
million for cycling

Istington Council is asking Transport
for London nearly £1.2 million for new
cycle facilities for the next financial
year 2004-05.

According to the Borough Spending
Pitan, £400,000 is for local route
improvements, mainly ones put
forward by ICAG,

Another £703,000-is being requested
for London-wide LCN+ routes running
through the borough. Islington is also
seeking £65,000 to continue cycle
training programmes and to put in new
cycle parking.

ICAG's annual negotiations with the
Council over the Borough Spending
Pian are stifl tricky.

We were refused the chance to see
the Plan before it went to press, even
though the Council claims to be
consulting closely with us when
developing it. And for the second year
running, the Council has managed to
speil our name wrongly throughout the
document!

ICAG website back
online

After a long time without a dedicated
website I[CAG is now back online,
thanks to the efforts of the London
Cycling Campaigns volunteer
webteam members.

You can visit the ICAG wébjsite by
going to the London Cycling
Campaign website at:

W: hitp://www.lcc.org.uk

At the top of the homepage there is a
drop-down menu titled “To Borough
Groups”. Select “Islington” from this
menu and you will be taken directly to
our site.

The ICAG site can be added to your
bookmarks from that page.

Any technical problems or
suggestions please email:

E: webteam@lcc.org.uk

Easy-paced rides: of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.16 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station, Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm

For more details, contact Sue (020 7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, Ni9
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7 - 9.30 p.m,

Contact Adrian Williams (07810 211 902).
£1 (50p unwaged) per sesgion towards costs.

Meeting Dates

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall: on the
2nd Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

meetings  should

Agenda  items for

{1 reach Andrew Cornwell (020 7359 6680) by,

the Saturday before the meeting.

ICAG Email List

IF you can't wait for the next issue of
Istington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunity to give' feedback and — we hope -
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@ysahoogroups.com and  we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist y Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all

_ contributors,
Dean Leigh - Editor '

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to dean. leighl@btconnect.com or wrile lo:

The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N3 2HS.
Photocopying by (and many thanks to) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclisis' Action Group 2004
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Commuting Challenge
puts cycling in spotlight

islington will play host to a full
programme of cycling events as part
of Bike Week, which runs from 12 {o
20 June this year.

The highest profile media event will be
a ‘Commuting Challenge’ organised
by Islington Council in partnership with
ICAG. Departing from Finsbury Park
during the rush-hour, commuters will
compete to reach Finsbury Square in
the City using various modes of
transport including bicycle, bus and
car. H will be interesting to see
whether the bike is still fastest in the
age of congestion charging. The
Challenge takes place on Monday 14
June. Other events organised by
ICAG are:

Dr Bike

Saturday 12 June. A chance to get
any mechanical problems checked out
by our maintenance experts — at the
N1 Shopping Centre, between Upper
Street and Liverpool Road, from 12
noon o 5 pm.

Ride to Bikefest in the Square
Sunday 13 June. We wili ride together
to this major cycling festival to be held
in Trafalgar Square. Fully escorted
ride suitable for all ages. Depart from
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, at 2
pm for a 30-45 minute ride.

Cyclists’ Breakfast

Wednesday 16 June. Our annual
breakfast takes place as usual at the
junction of City Road, Goswell Road
and Colebrooke Row. Food and hot
and cold refreshments availahle for all
passing cyclists from 7.30 am to 9.30
am.

For updates on Bike Week avents,
and to see details of events across
London, visit the LCC website:

W: hitp:/Aww . lcc.org.uk

Assembly candidates
unite to back cycling
manifesto

Cyclists in Islington have welcomed
all-party backing for two-wheeled
tfravel as the London Assembly
election campaign hots up.
Candidates for the North East London
constituency from the four main
parties have put aside their
differences to endorse LCC’s ‘Cycling
Manifesto for London',

ICAG contacted the candidates to ask
them to sign up fo the ten point plan -
which includes providing safe cycle
parking in every Islington school within
two years, a standard speed limit of
20mph for residential streets and a
programme to reallocate road space
to cycling and walking.

Istington Councillor Terry Stacy
(Liberal Demacrat) and Jon Nott from
the Greens both gave their full
backing to the manifesto.

They were joined by Jennette Armold
on behalf of the Labour Party.

Conservative candidate Andrew Boff
also offered his support for better
cycling facilities, endorsing eight of the
ten points in the LCC manifesto.

Vaoting for the London Assembly takes
place on 10 June, together with
elections for the Mayor of London and
the European Parliament.

If you would like a copy of the
candidates’ full responses to ICAG’s
questionnaire, please contact Andrew
Cornwell:

T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

Highbury Corner lack of
access ‘unacceptable’
says ICAG

Major changes could be on the way at
Highbury Corner according to Islington
Council which consulted ICAG last
month on redevelopment plans.
Potentially these include removing the

- present roundabout and rebuilding

Highbury & Islington station,

In reply we told the Council that our
top priority was improving northbound
access into Highbury Fields. At the
moment it is legally impossible to
cycle north from Highbury Corner — a
situation described by ICAG as
‘unacceptable’ on a heavily used cycle
route.

‘This could easily, and cheaply, be
rectified by the provision of a
contraflow cycle lane, using space
created by removing the current
clutter of street furniture outside
Barclays Bank, much of which is
redundant,” says the ICAG response.

We are also asking for:

» Full access for cyclists in both
directions between Corsica
Street and St Paul's Road.

s Safe, segregated cycle
access through any newly
created junction.

e Secure cycle parking at the
redeveloped Highbury &
Islington station.

The full text of our response is
available from the ICAG Co-ordinator:

T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net




New funding bid takes
radical approach

ICAG has asked Islington to back
several new facilities when the
Council bids for funding for cycle
schemes in the 2005-06 financial
year.

Following consudtation with members,
aur Co-ordinator and Treasurer met
with the Council in mid-May to present
our proposals for the annual Borough
Spending Plan.

Our submission calls for the many
proposals that were not funded by
Transport for London last year to be
considered again — these are local
cycle improvements across the
borough identified by ICAG members
in 2003.

We are also asking for five new
schemes to be funded:

1. Northbound access to
Highbury Fields at Highbury
Corner via a contraflow cycle
lane. ‘

2. Anew cycle track in the north
part of St John Street
between Owen Street and
Skinner Street.

3. Improvements in Packington
Street and Packington Square
to help develop the route to
the City via Shepherdess
Walk and Bunhill Row.

4, Afeasibility study on cycle
access through the Islington
Canal Tunnel either by boat or
using a 'floating towpath'.

5. Aresidential on-street cycle
parking scheme using re-
allocated car parking space,
as a pilot project.

Many thanks to all members who
contributed to the development of our
proposals on the e list and at our April
and May meetings.

To join the ICAG e list and keep up
with new cycle scheme developments
in tslington send an email to:

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

The good, the bad and
the ugly...

Since the last newsletter, Islington
Council engineers have been
busy...but not always to the liking of
cyclistsl’

Good

On the positive side, the Council did
agree our modifications to their

original proposals for changes to the
chicanes in Marlborough Road, N19.

These are now being implementead,
and should result in a safe facility that
cyclists wili actually use.

Bad

Meanwhile at City Road, the Coungcil
has so far declined to accept our
argument in favour of closing the
Colebrooke Row exit to vehicles.

Instead, without any warning, a set of
temporary plastic barriers has
appeared, causing consternation to
the hundreds of cyclists who use the
junction.

We have profested to the Councillor
respeénsible, Keith Sharp:

E: keith.sharp@islington.gov.uk
Ugly

After many months working
constructively with traffic engineers on
the Barnshury-Hackney cycle route,
we were dismayed that the Council
suddenly decided to block this with
metat barriers at Richmond Grove,
just behind the Town Hall.

Again, there was no consultation with
ICAG.

The idea is to prevent motorcyciists
using this shared cycle and pedestrian
path — but several members have
reported that motorbikes continue to
pass through the barriers, while
cyclists and pedestrians are
inconvenienced.

We have written to Councillor Bridget
Fox to complain:

E: bridgel fox@islington.gov.uk

Fasy-paced rides: of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow” a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For morc details, contact Sue (020 7729 5406).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, NI19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of cach month
{except August and December). 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Contact Adrian Williams (07810 211 902).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall: on the
2nd Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for meetings  should
reach Andrew Cornwell (020 7359 6680) by
the Saturday before the meeting.

If you can’t wait for the next issue of

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington.

if yéu would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the boreugh
and so don't get a paper copy — you c¢an now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email fo
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all contributors,
Dean Leigh - Editor

Please send any letiers, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, arfwork elfc. to dean.leigh@@btconnect.com or wrife to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclisi, | 3a Beresford Road, Ilighbury, N3 2HS.
Photocopying by farnd many thanks 19} Carl Lomas of Camelot Convier Training. © Istington Cyelists Action Group 2004
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April/May 2004

Police offer free security
marking

With cycle theft still a major problem in
Islington, local police are offering free
security marking for 1,000 bikes.

The Alpha Dot scheme is available
through four islington cycle shops:

Mosquito Bikes, 123 Essex Road
$&S Cycles, 29 Chapel Market
Cycle Surgery, 70 Holloway Road

Holloway Cycles, 302 Holloway
Road

According to the police, stolen bikes
are often recovered, but they can
have difficulty establishing ownership.
This means either that the rightful
owners cannot be traced, or that not
enough evidence is available to return
bikes to their owners. In some cases,
tack of evidence has allowed thieves
to retain stolen bikes even when
owners have tracked them down and
alerted police.

The Alpha Dot system solves these .
problems by marking each bicycle
with a unique 8 digit code contained in
hundreds of microdots. Police officers
on patrol are being issued with Alpha
Dot readers.

Marking takes only a few minutfes.
Cycle shop staff will mark your bike
with tiny microdots and then complete
a registration form, which will be filed
at Islington Police Station: Cyclists
shouid bring some form of [D with
them, The kits include deterrent
stickers warning that cycles have
been marked and registered.

ICAG urges members to take
advantage of this free scheme ~ifit is
successful, the police may offer more
funding in future years,

New coordinator steps in

At last month's members’ meeting
Andrew Cornwell took over as ICAG's

new coordinator.

Many thanks to Alison Dines, who
worled very hard to fill this role for
three years, and to Keith Macfarlane
who has been acting coordinator since
the end of iast year. Contact Andrew
at:

T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

The first four

LCC and London Cyclists’ Trust are
publishing twelve information
booklets, the first four are out now.
The titles are:

Transporting Your Bicycle

Cycling with children

What to do if you are invelved in a
collision
Bicycle Security ~ lock it or lose itl

Interested? Pick up copies from the
North Library, Manor Gardens

T: 020 7527 7840

Also downloadable from the Guidance
section at.

W: hitp:/fiwww.]cc.org.uk

Seven Stations Route
funding confirmed

Aslington Council will get £315,000

from Transport for Lendon ta continue
waork on the Seven Stations route in
2004-05,

Currently, the segregated track has
reached the junction of St John Street
and Skinner Street, and the route will
now be developed east towards
Bunhill Row and the Cld Street area.

ICAG has already presented some
detailed comments on the latest plans
to the Council and we will continue to
lobby to make sure cyclists’ needs are
properly taken into account.

Regular updates on the project will
also be posted on our email list.

To subscribe, send an email to;

E: icag-subscribe@yahoo.groups.com

ICAG backs congestion
charge extension

The March meeting also decided to
support the extension of the
Congestion Charging Zone westwards
into the rest of Westminster and to
Kensington & Chelsea.

It was pointed out that the Congestion
Charge had helped to increase
numbers cycling, reduce pollution and
relieve congestion. Safety was also
improved with overall cycle casualties
down.

ICAG's support for extending the
charge is conditional on Transport for
London putting in more of the features
that accompanied the infroduction of
the original charging area — new bus
lanes, traffic calming, road closures
and of course major improvements to
cycle roufes.

For a copy of our response to the
Mayoi's consultation, contact Andrew
Cormwell

T: 020 7359 6680

E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net




Help wanted for cycle
workshops

After many years runhing ICAG’s
monthly cycle maintenance
workshops, Gavin Killip is moving to
Oxford to take up a new job. ICAG
thanks Gavin for all his hard work.

The workshops will continue, but we
are now looking for volunteers with a
basic knowledge of maintenance and
repairs to help continue this essential
service fo local cyclists, Adrian
Williams, who has been working with
Gavin, will be on hand to guide
newcomers, If you can help out please
confact Adrian at:

T: 07810 211 902

E: ARWilliams@postmaster.co.uk

A genuine offer from the
Met....

Eddie Stevens, a policeman based at
Istington Police Station, has offered to
do some training for ICAG members —
a sort of ‘cycling proficiency plus’. He
would hope to offer a half-day course
with a mixture of hints and tips at a
base (a school playground or a
council hard surfaced football pitch)
and then continued out on the road.

3 out of 12 ICAG members at the last
meeting were interested — any others?
It would be a weekend morning or
afternoon and probably not until well
into the spring/summer.

Please contact Keith Macfarlane at:
T: 020 7272 9522.

E: keithmac@unisonfree.net

Cyclists say no to
motorbikes

ICAG's March members’ meeting
discussed the controversial plans to
allow motorcycles to travel in bus
lanes. Transport for London has been.
carrying out some experimental
schemes that allow this, but no final
decision has been taken. Members
voted unanimously against allowing
motorcycles to use bus lanes, and by
a clear majority against allowing them
to use Advanced Stop Lines.

City Road crossing latest

Council plans for the crucial
Colebrooke Row/City Road junction
have been revised following ICAG’s
earlier concerns.

The Counci! is proposing a short
segregated track in Colebrooke Row,
as well as measures to stop vehicles
making an iltegal left turn from City
Road into the path of oncoming
cyclists.

However, we are stifl not entirely
happy with the proposals.

Due to the sheer numbers of cyclists
using the junction at peak hours, there
is a danger that northbound cyclists
may be pushed into the path of
southbound traffic exiting Colebrocke
Row.

Conditions are equally poor for
pedestrians, with inadequate footpath
space and on the Colebrooke Row
side no crossing indicator.

Would it better to close Colebrooke
Row to traffic altogether?

The latest plans for this and other
schemes throughout Islington can be
seen on the Council's website at

W: http:/hwww.islington.gov.uk

From the home page click on:
Environment & Conservation >
Traffic & Transportation >
Cycle Schemes.

If you have any comments on
Colebrooke Row, or would like more
information, contact Andrew Cornwell
on;

T: 020 7359 6680

'E: andrew.cornwell@virgin.net

Easy-paced rides: of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.1¢ a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don't forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘horrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—-6pm

For more details, contact Sue (020 7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comer of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Homsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
{except August and December). 7 -9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (020 7647 1950),
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

Meeting Dates .~

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall: on the
2nd Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for meetings  should

reach Andrew Comwell {020 7359 6680) by
the Saturday before the meeting.

If you can’t wait for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why noet subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also prevides subscribers with the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email
IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist ~ but don't live in the borough

and so don’t get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronicaily.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoneyelist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will- be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to-

all  contributors,
Dean Leigh - Editor :

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, carioons, artwork etc, to dean.leigh@btconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS.

Pliotocopying by fand many thanks to) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists” Action Group 2004
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Issue 42

October/November 2003

Police meet ICAG

tnspector Bruce Martin, who is
responsible for suppression of "street
robbery" in Islington, attended the
October ICAG monthly meeting.

Inspector Bruce Martin runs a team of
28 officers, he has at his disposal 6
officers trained and equipped for cycle
patrol,

The purpose of his attendance was
twofold;

1. To bring us up to date on their fight
agalnst street crime.

2. To listen to our concerns and
respond with advice,

1. The fight against street crime
Q. What have they done so far?

A. These 6 officers were deployed
during the summer around the Upper
Street area and were extremely
effective against "street robbery",

The same officers were also deployed
in the some of the estates that are
known for "street robbery", the resuit
there was not so successful.

Apparently as soon as the estate
gangs became aware that these
cyclists were police they came under
attack themselves.

A decisive incident was when scooter
riders actually rode straight at them
putting the officers in a risk situation
beyond that which is considered
acceptable by police health and safety
guidelines. The officers were removed
from estate patrol.

This may be relnstated when there are
enough officers to send 4 instead of 2
at a time into estates on cycles. There
are stil cycle officers patroliing main
roads 2 or 3 days per week.

Some of the known scooter thieves
were targeted during the summer by
home visits and where possible action
was taken. Unfortunately many of the
perpetrators are below the legal age
for various types of prosecution.

Q. What are they currently doing?

A. Various methods have been tried to
tackle scooter attacks, sorne more
successful than others, Last year we
heard of an operation using
lightweight motorceycles, which was
quite successful, however the
department actually had to hire these
bikes and could only continue until the
money aflocated to the project was
gone. Due to incidents where litigation
has taken place whers chased scooter
riders have been injured & is now

-|- poliey not to pursue scooter thieves.

Techniques that have proved effective
are where particular individuals and
families have been identified as a
main source of this crime the local
authority can get involved. The worst
offenders can be banned from certain
areas and in the worst cases if living
in authority housing can be evicted.
inspector Martin stated that he had
personally visited the homes of many
of the worst perpetrators and in some
cases had the desired effect.

Where there are cases of gangs of
kids attacking cyclists or throwing
missiles all the police can do Is send a
car, the kids scarper, but return as
soon as they have gone,

Q. What will they do in the future?

A. Currently the cycles used are
£1200 sach and were paid for by the
council; the kit required is £500,
comes out of kit fund and is not
standard issue. This means that the
numbers of officers able to patrol on
cyciles is limited, however many are
keen to do so and Inspector Martin
and his colleagues have been actively
seeking ways to move forward with
cycle patrols. The old cycle training

course was a 1-day course, however
a new course copied from avisitto a
USA police cycle team is a 4-day
course. Itis difficult to take officers out
of action to do this course but the next
generation of officers at Hendon will
be able to.

2, Concerns and advice

@. The question that was asked in
various ways is what exactly should
cyclists do as victims of attacks,
robbery or attempts at either.

A. Inspector Martin advised us that if
we are the victims of an attack and
there is a strong chance that the
perpetrators could be caught by
immediate police action, that we
should ring 999,

If this is not feasible then the incident
should be reported to the police at the
earliest opportunity either by ringing
the Islington Police Station on:

T: 0207704 1212 ‘

W httg:[[www.met.goiice‘.uk[

It is the Community Cont;ct Officer for
the area in which the incigsnt took
place that needs to know so that the
information can be used to build up a
picture of what is happening in the
area. o

Other advice is what should be
common sense. ‘

I
« Tryand ride ir{ pairs at night
*  Avoid known hot spots

* - Do not keep valuables in
detachable panniers

Summary

The police are low on resources and
the have to make difficult decisions.

“Attacks and robberles on eyclists” are
recorded as “attacks” and "robberies”.

We thank Inspector Martin for his
attendance and advice.,



Meeting with Council
Engineers

Members of ICAG meet regularly
{usually every 6-8 weeks) with several
of the engineers who are responsible
for the cycling schemes around the
borough & as a result of this we've
been able to have a greater input into
their plans. Some of these plans are
now on the council website & we
welcome your feedback on them.
(They are in pdf format so you need
Adobe Acrobat reader which | think is
available from the website). Go to
www.islington.gov.uk & then click

on Environment & Conservation on
the left, then Traffic & Transportation
& then Cycle Schemes. Inthe North
Section is a plan to improve the
chicanes for cychsts in Marlborough &
Hatchard Roads; in the South Section
are proposals for crossing
Cannonbury Road to/from Braes
Street & in the West Section is a plan
for crossing Upper Street to/from
Barnsbury Road. .
If you have any comments on these
plans and/or you'd like to get involved
in our meetings with the council
please contact Alison Dines

T: 020 7503 9536

E: alisondines@ciara.co.uk
Islington Council Staff

Travel Survey and Green

Travel Plan

In May 2003, islington Council carried
out a survey to determine staff travel
habits. 912 of the approximately 6000

staff completed the survey, which was

mainly distributed via the Council’s
intranet,

Nearly 59% of staff indicated that they
normaliy use public transport as their
main from of travel to and from work,
and another 13.1% normally walk,
while only 16.3% said they drive to
and from work. In terms of cycling,

7.6% said they cycle to and from work
as their main mode, and 12.9% of
staff said that they cycle at least part
of the way to or from work on a
regular basis (traveling the majority of
the distance by another mode).

While the overall results of the survey
are quite posntlve it seems there is
good scope to increase the proportlon
of staff that cycle to work by improving
end-of-trip facilities in Council
buildings and increasing promotion of

T: 020 7983 4869/4400/4412 T

cycling. The Council is also -expanding
its bicycle pool to promote cycle use
for business trips. The Council's new
Green Travel Plan, published and
launched in September, includes a
number of related measures to be
implemented during 2004 and 2005.

The full results of the survey are _
included in the Council’s new Green
Travel Plan, which can be '
downloaded from: =
hito://www.islington.gov.uld/areentravel
The focus of the plan is the 66 actions
to promote greener modes of travel for
staff commute trips, busmess tnps and
visitor tnps :

Eric Manners o
Islington Council’s Green Travef
Officer -

Tel 020 7527 2771, Email

eric. manners@lstinqton qov uk

Are speed humps a good 3

idea? -

The transport committee is gauging
Londoner's views on whether speed
humps should be built or removed.
Witnesses will be questioned on 11
Pecember and a report will be
published in February 2004.

In parts of the three boroughs |
represent road humps have become a
real hot potato. My postbag is full of
concerns from south islington
residents in particular, although a lot
of this stems from the chaos caused
by the badly managed
implementation. | have already raised
with the Mayor concerns about how
Transport for London money has been
spent in Islington.

There seems to be no logic to which
type of road hump goes where —
including over freshly painted cycle
routes. Any residents who want to
contribute to the committee’s work can

send comments to me and | will raise

them with TfL and the committee as -
appropriate.

Meg Hillier (Greater London Assembly
member representing London North
East — includes !sllngton) writes a
Monthly Report this is from October s
edttlon ' . ,

F1 020 7983 5564

E: meghu!her@london gov uk

Easy-paced ‘rides: of ZlI'OLI;]d 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight, }

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station, Don't forget your Network Raileard or
to ‘borrow” a ride on your best friend’s!

‘Return to Fmsbury Park is. usually between -

_SﬁpmE

For more deta.lls contact Sue (020 7729 5409)

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comer of
Sunnyside ' Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). .7 — 9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (020 7607 1950). |
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs. ... -

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall: on the
2nd Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say’ abou! cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda  jtems for méetmgs should
reach Ahson Dines (020 7226 5427) by the
Saturday before the mchmg

ICAG Email List

If you can’t wait for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list? i

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides sul‘)scn'ber.s with the
apportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, fend an email to
icag- subscnbe@yahoogroups com and we'll
set you up. . [ o : :

Islington Cclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED readang this issue of
Istington Cyclist - but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now

receive our newsletter eiectromcal]y

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahaogroups.com

and you will be automa cal]y addcd :o the
circulation hst _ O UM T S
Many thanks to all‘

‘ _contributors,
Dean Leigh - Editor ~ ¢ ¢ o :

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. to dean. Ieagh@btcannecr com or wrile to:
Tre Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS,

@ Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2002
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Issue 41

Car Free Day

22" September 2003.
How will Islington
participate?

The choice is yours.

For Car Free Day this year the
London Borough of Islington has
support from TFL., including £10,000,
to organise something on either;

Sunday 21 September
A small-scale road-closure in a fairly
public place near shops and suchlike.

Sunday appears to be TFL's preferred
day, as it won't involve disrupttons to
weekday commuter traffic.

Or

Monday 22" September

A small-scale road-closure near a
school, university or community -
centre.

Monday Is of course the official
European Car Free Day, so it would
be nice to go with that if possible.

TFL have stated that they would not
consider closing any major "red route”
roads on the Monday, and possibly
not on the Sunday either.

Since LB! wilt not be closing off the
entire borough centre to car traffic,
they're not sure that there is any major
benefit to having the event cna
weekday, as traffic will aiways be able
to get around the small road closure,

So, it will be basically a promotional
event, rather than a mass-modal-shift
exercise.

It could be that the weekend Is a
better time for this, as more people
will be able to visit the temporarily
pedestrianised area to see what roads

1 couid be like once they are freed from

the car and returned to the people.

The following are locations that have
been suggested so far

Cross Street (Sunday)

Northampton Square (Monday)
Beresford Rd (Monday)

Conewood St (Monday)

Engelfield Rd (Mo'nday)

Amwell St (either)

Finsbury Square (either)

What do you think? Which day and
what type of event would you prefer?
Do you like any of these possible
locations? Are there other locations
that could be closed on either day, or
what kinds of events and activities
should be held in the car-free space?

Please contact

C: Eric Manners (Green Travel
Officer)

T:020 7527 2771

E: eric.manners@islington.gov.uk

Beres'ford Road and
Petherton Road junction
roundabout - N5

The council safety scheme team is
looking at altering the roundabout at
this junction & has proposed doing
away with the cycle lane that currently
runs round the outside of the
roundabout. Instead the proposal is to
widen the central island to make
vehicles slow down so they use the
roundabout rather than shooting
straight across as they tend to at the
moment. This suggestion was
supported at the recent ICAG mesting
with the proposal that traffic calming &
cycle symbols on the reads should
also be included. H you have any
comments please contact

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7503 9536

E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

New Police Chief
Superintendent In
Islington

ICAG has written to Islington's new
pelice commander Barry Norman to
make sure he's aware of the varlous
aitacks on cyclists that have
happened around the borough. A new
street crime unit has been set up & we
need to ensure that tackling these
incidents is high on thelr agenda.

Bike Week Success!

Many thanks to everyone who helped
ICAG in June with ancther successful Bike
Woeek, '

Saveral rides explored various sites of
Islington, our breakfast was blessed with
great weather and our collaborative
evening venture with Hackney was most
enjoyable, despite a brief downpourl

We recruited some new members to LCC
and even new faces to our meetingl

This year we had scme welcome financial
support from the borough, which Included
advertisements for our events in the local
press,

All in all a great success!




Owen Sireet crossing
review.

It's been a year now since the final
touches were made to possibly the
mast heavily used junction for cyclists
in the borough. A junction already
heavily used by motor vehicles and
increasingly used by pedestrians,
Shown above being blocked by a
parked bus, with the cyclists being
forced to use the pedestrian crossing,
yes ...it's the Owen Street crossing.

After a successful campaign by ICAG
this impeortant section cycle route was
saved from possible demise, Both
Islington council and the developers of
the land between Goswell Road and
Si. John Street kept a small cut
through open for both pedestrians and
cyclists,

Apart from being internationally
famous for its annual bicycle breakfast
event what's the big deal, we won
didn't we? Well yes, we won the battle
to keep the route open, but can it be
improved.

Here are a few questions:

Section between Goswsll Road and
St, John Street

1. Do cyclists really need the shared
pavement, the pedestrians that were
forced to “go around” no longer do
and there is definitely conflict.

2. Could cyclist use the small private
road instead, and be in a better
position to cross to the central area,
perhaps with a yellow grid to deter
light jumping motorists.

Section bhetween Goswell Road and
City Road (Central area)

1. Could the pavement be lowered to
clearly define what is cycle route and

what is pavement, and stop collisions
at the biind corner?

2. Will the LB finally make an effort to -
determine ownership of the central
area so that improvements can be
made, perhaps cycle parking.

Section hetween Central area and
Colebrook Row

1. Are we happy with the timing of the
traffic lights; they seem to strongly
favour the motorists and don't teli
pedestrian when to cross.

2. The facilities for pedestrians to
cross here are poor often causing
confusion and potential accidents with
cyclists,

What do you think? ICAG would like to
hear from you. Please email your
views to the ICAG egroup for further
discussion at:

E: icag@yahoogroups.com

To subscribe see ICAG Email list in
the column opposite.

(or post views to the newsietter editor)

LCN+ Priority Strategic
Route NE5

8 local cyclists meet on 12th July to
ride this route, which the council will
be working on this year. It was a very
useful exercise & we'll be discussing
our comments with borough traffic
engineers later in the month. The
route from west on Camden border of
York Way is: Brewery Rd, R down
Caledonian Rd, L-into Offord Rd, R
into Thornhill Rd, L into Bewdley St &
Islington Park St & Canonbury Lane
around Canonbury Sq in Canonbury
Pi, R into Willowbridge Rd, L. In Arran
Walk, R into Ashby Grove & across -
Essex Rd Into Elmore St, Linto .
Cleveland Rd & R in Northchurch Hd .
into Hackney

If this Is a route to you use regularly & -
you have some comments on it please
let me know. Alison Dines Tel: 020 -

7503 9536 or alisondines@clara.co.uk

| Islington Cyclist — but don't kive in the horough S

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overiand
station. Don’™t forget your Network Raitcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 540%),

cormer  of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazeilville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each monih
(except August and December). 7 -9.30 p.m.

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens:

Contaet Gavin Killip (7607 1950,
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meels at Islington Town Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of cvery month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda  items  for  meetings  should

reach Alison Dines (0207 953 9c94, by the
Saturday before the mecting.

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issuc of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe 10 the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunily to give feedback and— we hope -
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up ihe agenda in Islington.

II' you would like to join, send an email to = =~
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com . and - we'll - -
set you up. :

IF YOUVE ENJOYED zeadmg this fssue of

and 5o don't get a paper copy - you can now,_.
rcccwc our newsietter eicctromczﬂly a5 =

All you necd_!o do, s send 'm emdll o L
islingloncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com .
and..you will be aulomaueal]y added 1o !he.’-“
_cuculalmnhsl T L B

Many thanks 1o all

contrib_ilfdr_ﬁs,_._
Dean Leigh e

Pleuse send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, carteons, artwork efe. o dean leigh@bteonmect.com or write to:
the Editor, Istington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 25,
Photocopying by Camelot Conrier Training www.couriertraining.co.ik
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Issue 40

Bike Week 2003
Bike Week, incarporating Bike2Work,
is focussed on promoting loca!l events
and rides; some rides are o raise

- funds for charity. Most Bike Week '
“events are free to enter and open to
ALL cychists.

» On this page see some of the Islington
events or check:

http:/iwww. bikeweek.org.uk

Or

http:/iwww.lcc.org. uk/news/events2.asp

Bikes, Bugs, Birds and
Other Wildlife

Date: 14-June
Time: 1pm
Place: Islington Ecology Centre

Veranda, north end of Drayton Park,
N5

‘Bring picnic lunch and hear about
Gillespie Park, Islington's premier
nature reserve. Then ride north to
Parkland Walk and finish in the hidden
Barnsbury Wood. A leisurely 6 mile
ride, suitable for families.

Contact: Chris Ashby
T: 020 7609 5093

E: icag lcc@yahoo.co.uk

Bike Week 2003 - 14" to 22" June

Ride to BikeFest &
Camden Green Fair
Date: 15-June

Time: 1 1.40am

Place: Islington Town Hall, Upper
Streef, N1.

Meet ICAG, the Islington branch of
LCC for a ride to the BikeFest &
Camden Qreen Fair.

Contact: Alison Dines

T: 020 7503 9536

E:icag lcc@yahoo.co.uk

June/Fuly 2003

Cyclists' Breakfast
Date: 18-June
Time: 7.30am till 9.30am

Event description: Free tea, coffee
and bagels and a bike check.

Meeting place: Junction of Colebrook
Row and City Road/Goswell Road,; N1

Contact: Alison Dines
T: 020 7503 9536

E: icag lcc@yahoo.co.uk

Cycle Commuting
Cocktails

Date 17-June

Time: 5.30pm til 8.00pm

Place: Junction of Colling Road and
Green Lanes, N5 (SW corner of
Clissold Park)

Meet fellow cyclists for fruit cocktails,

snacks, music and good company to
wind down after work

Contact: Marian
T: 0795 0285344
F91L3 Fog7

E: tantimar@hotmail.com

Eccentricycle Islington
Date: 22-June
Time: 12 noon

Place: Sadlers Wells Theatre,
Rosebery Avenue, N1.

Event description: Tour the off-beat,
unknown and un-noticed in and
around Islington. Not more than 20
miles or so. Stops for refreshments
and/or bring your own picnic, Suitable
for families but not solo chiidren.

Contact: Jonathan Edwards
T: 0207704 1884

E: icag lcc@yahoo.co.uk




ICAG Working with
Islington Council
Fro}n: Alison Dines

Do you find yourself getting frustrated
by what the council hasn't done
around the borough for cyclists? -

Why does the road from Islingion
Green into Essex Road say "No entry"”
instead of "No entry - except cyclists"?

Why is the new traffic calming along
Madras Place so cycle-unfriendly?

What can be done to stop cars
parking on the cycle lane which
emerges from under the railway
bridge on Homsey Road?

These were just a few of the issues
raised when some ICAG members
met with council officers recently.

If you'd like to get involved with our
liaison with the council or do a site
visit with them on new schemes that
are being proposed, please get in
touch with:

C: Alison Dines

T: 020 7503 9536

E: alisondines@eclara.co.uk

Sunnyside Gardens
Festival

The Sunnyside festival will be on
Sunday July 27" It will be held at

Sunnyside Gardens, Hazellville Road,
N19 and in Elthorne Park.

As usual ICAG will be having a stall
and Dr Bike at this fun family event,
we hope to see you there!

For more information call:

T. 020 7272 3522

The National Health
BUGI

From Kevin Bond

Following in the footsteps of other
London Trusts, staff at three of
Camden and Islington’s’ NHS Trusts
have set up a Bicycle Users Group.

The group has already held two
meetings and already has over 40
people on its mail list.

The group will be promoting cycling as
a way of getting to work and using
bikes at work. They also plan to
campaign for more cycle friendly
policies within the Trusts.

They will also be working towards
further improving facilities for staff who
cycle to work, providing help and
advice with route planning and safety.
The groups hopes to soon affiliate
with LCC. ‘

The group has been asked to act as
consultants for a new Green transport
policy being developed for the new
gate Wing development.

With Bike Week quickly approaching,
the BUG has decided to plan a
publicity/promotional event at the St
Pancras Hospital site. This is in its
planning stage at the moment but will
act as an official launch for the group.

If anyone is interested In helping with
this event, would like to know more
about the group, or would like to offer
help and advice to this new initiative,
please contact either:

C: Kevin Bond

T: 020 7281 7842

E: Kevin.Bond@candi.nhs.uk

C: Simon Ward
T: 020 7445 8438

E: Simeon.Ward@candi.nhs.uk

“EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run

every Sunday fortmight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don't forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend's!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Homsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7 —9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip {7607 1950).
£1 {50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at [slington Town Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

i you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for  meetings shouid
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting.

ICAG Email List - -
iF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issuc of

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

[F YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy - you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an cmail to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all contributors,
Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. to dean.leigh@biconnect.com or write 1o:
The Editor, Islington Cyelist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS.
Photocopying by (and many tharks to} Cari Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. www.couriertraining.co.uk
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Tssue 39

April/May 2003

Groundwork Cycle
Recycle Project

From Julian Jacobs

Cycle-Recycle was crganised by the
regeneration charity Groundwork in
islington to help young people from a
disadvantaged neighbourheoad learn
about bike safety and maintenance.

The project gave the participants a
chance to learn new skills as well as
raising awareness of sustainable
transport.

18 young people from the Almorah
Youth Centre in Islington (mainly 10-
14 ear olds) participated in 5 sessions
during half-term week in February
2003.

Groundwork's Team Manager Steve
Thomas said: "Cycle-Recycle gives
young people a chance o build their
very own bike, it's educational and
helps raise awareness of greener
transport methods and it's also great
fun".

Funding came from the London
Cycling Campaign, the Islington

Community Environmental Scheme
and the Environmental Action Fund.

For more details from

Groundwork Camden & Islington
contact:

Julian Jacobs {Marketing Manager)
T: 020 7239 1283

General Enquiries

T:020 7278 1514

W, hitp:/fwww.groundwork.org.uk/
camden-islington

L.ondon City Car Club
operated by
Smart Moves Litd

From Robin Latimer

Smart Moves Lid. operates pay-as-
you-drive city car clubs.

The largest car club operator in
Britain, it has been appointed to set up
and operate London City Car Clubs in
7 London Beroughs, including
Islington.

Smart Moves s currentily planning
where the first cars in Islington will be
located and expects to have a car
availabie in Islington in early 2003.
One possible site might be near the
Manor Gardens Centre, but
suggestions for alternative sites would
be welcome.

For more information about Smart
Moves Lid contact:

Dan Taylor

T: 0870 7652922

E: dan@smartmoves.co.uk
or

Robin Latimer

T: 020 7281 1779

E: rlatimer@fish.co.uk

Or visit Smart Moves website:

W http:/Awww.smartmoves.co.uk

Liaison with
Islington Council

From Alison Dines

Thank you to all those who
contributed to our discussions
with Pip Howson

Pip has been working for the council
for the last six months on cycling
schemes.

Although Pip's contract has now
ended, her presence has reactivated
our socmewhat moribund channels of
communication with the council.

We will be continuing the regular
monthly meetings with other members
of the transport team.

Animal Aid and
Advice Dog Show

Sunday 1st June 12-5pm
Highbury Fields

Along with other environmental and
animal welfare groups ICAG wilt be
having a stall at this local event so
please support it if you can,
Further details from:

Doareen Rolph

T: 0207607 1723




The Regenerating
Mildmay Transpori
Committee (RMTC)

From Lis Dale

Regenerating Mildmay is a community
led partnership working to improve the
Mildmay ward in social and economic
terms.

They hold cpen forum meetings on a
bimonthly basis for residents to voice
their concerns and identify ways to
impiement change in the area.

Recently it was decided to set up a
theme group specifically to address
transport issues in the ward so RMTC
was formed by local people in order ta
shape the transport policy for local
Mildmay users.

For further details please contact

Lis Dale (Mildmay Regeneration
Officer)

T: 020 7241 4345

E: regenera@
regeneratingmifdmay.org.uk

ke Week
14th - 22nd June

From Alison Dines

Just to wet your appetite, the following
avents are being planned locally:-

Eccentricycle Islington - a tour of the
off-beat, unknown and un-noticed in
and around islington

A feeder ride to Bikefest & Camden
Green Fair in St James Gardens,
Drummond St NW1

A cycle ride to some of the borough's
green spaces

And as ever, our cyclists' breakfast at
the Colebrook Row junction with City
Road.

Ful details in the next newsletter.

For more information or if you'd like to
get involved contact:

Alison Dines
T: 020 7503 9536

E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

bike?

for a week.

possession of a new one,

Mosquito Bikes to loan test bikes
Know someone who's thinking of cycling but wants a trial go before buying a

Mosquito Bikes at 123 Essex Road, N1 is running a scheme so peopie can
try a decent commuter bike for a week before committing to buy it.

Purchase a hybrid Marin Larkspur (gents or ladies model) and then trial cne

If you decide against it you get your money back and if you like it you take

| For more details contact Mosquito on 7226 8841/8765.

!

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 36 nules run
every Sunday forinight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don't forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend's!

Return to Finsbury Park is usuaily between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue {7729 34093,

Gardens:

Sunnyside Ecology corner  of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellvilie Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of cach month
{except August and December). 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950),
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards cosls,

ICAG meets at Istington Town Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m,

If you've something to say about cycling in
[stington, or just want to listen, pleasc come
along.

Agenda  items  for  meetings  should .
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday befere the meeting,

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Istington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
prompity. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunity 1o give feedback and -~ we hope -~
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in [slington.

If you would like to join, send an cmail to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and  we'll
set you up.

tF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy ~ you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, 15 send an cmail o
istingtoncyclist-subscribew yuhoogroups.com
and you will be automatically sdded 1o the
circulation list.

Many thanks o all  contnbutars,
Dean Leigh

Please send v letters, artteles, elassified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. (o deanleighabtconnect.com or write to:
Fhe Edvar, Wlington Cvefist, 13a Beresiord Road, Highbure, N3 2)i8.
Photocopving by tand many thanks 1o Carl Lomay of Camelor Cowrter Fraining. wiww.conrlertraining co uk
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Safe Cycling Courses Run By Islington Council

From Alison Dines

During 2002 five Safe Cycling
.Courses were held at Islington Green
.School. There were four standard
courses for children in Year 6 & an
advanced course for childrens in
Years 7 & 8.

The courses were free & information
about them was sent to every primary
& secondary school in the borough, as
weli as being advertised in the local
press & public buildings. In all 19
schools were represented & 55
children atiended the standard
courses & 15 the advanced course.

Another course is being organised for
this coming half-term, If you have
children at an [slington school, or
know people who do, or are otherwise
involved in local schools, please
encourage them to take up the
iraining. The borough can also install
free seoure cycle parking at its
schools.

Contact Liz Wathen
T: 020 7527 2612

E: LizWathen@islingtion.gov.uk

February/March 2003

Audit Islington Cycle
Routes

“From Alison Dines

The islington Labour Group Cyclists
‘have done a couple of safety audits
on the borough's cycle routes over the
last 6 months, fooking at existing cycle
facilities and problems.

Their reports have been forwarded to
the council & other interested groups.

The next one is arranged for 10.30am
on Saturday 15th March, meeting at

| the entrance to Whitltington Park on

Holloway Road.
All cyclists are welcame.

For more information contact
Councillor Catherine West

T: 020 7527 3114
{daytime message only)

E: Catherine. West@islington.gov.uk

Friends Of Regents
Canal.

From Afison Dines

Next meeting on 26th Feb 2003 at
7pm.

To be heid at All Saints Church,
Carnegie Street N1.

Contact Andrew Bedford

T: 020 7359 6419




Borough Spending Plan
(BSP)

From Alison Dines

Each year Islington Council (LBI)
prepares a Borough Spending Plan
(BSF) which is its bid to Transport for
London (TfL) for funding for transport
refated schemes & initiatives,

There's been a breakthrough this
year, thanks fo Pip Howson working at
LB{, and we've been asked for our
suggestions on improving cycling in
islington well in advance! Some that
we've already made (mainly via this
list) are being actioned soon (see my
other e-mail) & others (see below) are

being considered for incorporation into .

the BSP 2004-5 & we need to keep
coming up with more.

Unfortunately the main roads in the
borough such Holloway Road & Upper
Street are under T not LBI control,
so funding is not available for them
through the BSP. However more
liaison is happening between LBi &
TfL as a result of the issues we've
raised. It is easier for LBI if we make
suggestions as per the 4 area
committees in the borough (North,
South, East & West) examples below:

Area Committee EAST (east of
Holloway Road & bounded by
Tollington Way/St Paul's Road/Ball's
Pond Road)

1. Grosvenor Avenue/Newington
Green Rd: review cycle lane

2. Grosvenor Avenue/Highbury Grove:
review cycie safety

3. Highbury Place & Fieldway.
Crescent: shared use track

4. Newington 'G:reen Road/Mildmay
Grove: review cycle safety re: table

5. Kelross Passage: consider shared
use

6. Northampton Park/St Paul's Rd
/Wallace Rd: consider cycle access
over closure

7. Elmore Street/Cleveland Road
/Northchurch Road: review cycle
safety

8. Wallace Road/St Paul's Road; safe
access

Area Committee SOUTH (south of
Pentonville Road/Essex Road/St
Paul's Road/Ball's Pond -Road)

1. Gt Percy St/Kings Cross Road: two-
way cycle lanes

2. Banner St aliow 2 way cycling to
avoid Chiswell St

3. Fortune St/Whitecross St; allow 2
way cycling to avoid Chiswell St

Area Commlttee NORTH (nor’fh of
Toiimgton Way/Camden Rd/Parkhurst
Rd) "

1. Homsey Road/Seven stters Road
reinstate right turn for southbound
cychsts T .

2. Marlborough Road Treview trafflc
calming |n respeot to cycle safety

Area Commlﬁee WEST (west of i
Holloway Road bounded by. Gamden
Rd/Parkhurst: Fld/PentoanIe SN
F{oad/Essex Road)

Please e- mail any more suggestlons
and this Ilst too, to P:p Howson

E: Plp Howson@ls[mgton gov uk

It needn t jUSt be sohemes on roads,
we've also suggested adult cycle
training and having a space in the
borough dedicated to community cycle
maintenance. The more ideas we
suggest the more likely it is that some
of them will be taken up.

For clarification of the area
committees, see LBl's website:

http://www.islington.gov.uk/services/s
ervices.asp?sectionid=1580

Or search under “cycle".

Or go to services > environment >
traffic&transportation » cycle team

There you will find information about
what's being done currently.

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens:

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 am. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don't forget your Network Railcard er
to ‘borrow’ 2 ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

1y corner of
Sunnyside Rd and - Hazellville -Rd, N19
(off-Horpsey Rise). 4th weds of each month

.(oxcopt August and Deccmber) 7-9.30 pm.

Contaci Gavm Kllhp (7607 1950)
1 £1 (50p unwaged) por session iowards costs

__ Meetmg .:Dates _
.j._; 'ICAG meets at Islmg10n Town Ha]l on the 2nd
: _Wednesday of ovcry month 7 30 9 30 pam..

e you ve. somethmg to say. abont cyclmg in .
o Islmgton, or just want to hsten pleaso comc .
.anng : : . -

“items - for. .meetmgs should ;

Agenda

- |.reach Alison Dines. (0207 226 542‘7) by thc_ :

Saturday before tho mcetmg
lCAG E m a l

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for thc next issue of

| Istington Cyclist then why not subscnbe to thc '

'ICAG omall hst?

The hst gives us the abx!rty to got news to you .
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
'opporlumty to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist ~ but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all contributors,

Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc, to dean. leigh@btconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyelist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS.
Photocopying by (and many thanks to) Camelot Courier Training. www, courieriraining.co.uk

© Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2002
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Issue 37

December/January 2002/3

Trafﬁc reductton
schemes

From Doug Angus

Thé Council Executive meeting of 31
October approved the

recommendations from the Local Area

Committees for Traffic Reduction -
Schemes 1o alleviate effects of the
Congestion Charging Scheme. The
recommendations were based on
responses to consultation decuments
for the East Canonbury, West
Canonbury and St. Peter's areas,

The items that potentlalfy most |mpact
cyclists are;

East Canonbury: !mpiementatlon of a
20 mph zone. :

Islington Green: The creation of a
pedestrian priority area on the
northern arm of Isiington Green.,

St Mary's: Implementation of a traffic
calming scheme and consultation with
local residents to see if they want a 20
mph zone. Reversal of the one way
system in Gaskin Street. To make
Shillingford Street one way
southbound. To make Florence Street
one way northbound south of Hawes
Street.

St Peter's: Implementation of width
restrictions with zebra crossings.

West Canonbury: Implementation of a
20 mph zone. Intraduction of a no-
entry into Canonbury Grove from
Canonbury Road and a measure to
restrict traffic from turning right out of
Canonbury Grove into Canonbury
Road. Introduction of a no-entry into
Compton Road from St Paul's Road.
The banning of the right turn from
Newington Green Road into St Paul's
Place.

These schemes are subject to further
street by street consultation with local
residents and businesses, further
consuitation with the police,
emergency services and other
statutory bodies on the detailed
design. TfL also needs to agree the
funding of the schemes.

| All schemes will be monitored after

they have been in place for six
months, and a monitoring report will
be presented to the relevant Local
Area Committees.

| Good news for cyclists

From Adrian Williams

This is a recorded message from
islington Borough Police Bullseye
system, providing information about
what Is happening in your area.

A number of cyclists were subjected to
robberies last year, particularly as the
clocks went back and the nights got
longer. The offences were mainly on
the south of the borough close to the
city area. A number of cyclists were
knocked of their bikes and suspects
then stole the cyclist's valuables.

| We have worked hard to identify the

patterns of these offences and will be
getting lecal police officers out on
bikes to protect cyclists. It Is extremely
pleasing to be able to say that the
purchase of the bikes we wiil be using
was made possible by our
relationships with local partner
organisations and the Business
Design Centre in particular.

This represents another tactic we
have deployed in our fight to drive
down street crime and respond to the
concerns of local people.

Cycle lane in Skinner
Street, N1

From Alison Dines

A recent comment card from LBJ says
"There is a potential area of conflicton
the mandatory cycle lane on Skinner
Street with both parked cars & through
traffic. We propose to alter the existing

| layout of the mandatory cycle lanes to

allow for a segregated cycle lane & to
re-site the existing parking bays

| outside of the cycle lane.

This proposal is intended to remove
areas of conflict without losing any of
the parking facilities or utilising any of

- the existing footway."

Comments are needed by 6th Dec
2002.

If you would like a copy of the card
and map please contact Pip with your
postal address:

T: 7527 2785

E: pip.howson@islington.gov.uk

Congestion Charging
(starts 17th Feb 2003)

From Alison Dines

Got any ideas on how the LCC & us
locally can make the most of the
introduction of the congestion charge?
Possible ideas include mass
leafleting, commuter rides, publicity
t-shirts, a media event...but more
ideas are very welcome.

Please contact Alison Dines:
T: 7226 5427.
E: alisondines@clara.co.uk




LCC Community Cycling
Project Awards

From Alison Dines

In the summer Groundwork Camden
& Islington recsived an LCC
Community Cycling Project Award for
a local project. Known as Cycle
Recycle it is an oppertunity for up to
20 disadvantaged young people, aged
11-16 years, 1o attend workshops &
be taught how to repair and maintain
their bicycle.

Those that do not own bicycles are
given ones that have been recovered
by the poiice.

The original venue has been changed
and the 5 4-hour sessions are now
going to take place at the Aimorah
Centre Youth Club near Essex Road
over the February halfterm next year

For more information on Groundwork
Camden & islington visit:

T:020 7278 1514

Waebsite: hitp:/fwww.
groundwork.org.ukf/camden-isiington

Two new LCC working
- groups

From Alison Dines

LCC has developed a campaign in
partnership with Transport for London
which deals with the interactions
between heavy goods vehicles
(HGV's) and pedestrians. For cyclists
the message is "Stay alive, don't cut
inside lorries" and the message to
HGYV drivers is "Watch out for cyclists,
they are often difficult for you to see".

Part of the campaign is targeting HGV
drivers through publicity leaflets and
covers for their tachographs (the
device that records driver hours), and
part is targeted at current cyclists.
Look out far the leaflets locally and
many thanks to Fiona, Anne, Alastair,
Clare & Julia for offering to distribute
them around the borough.

Regents Canal

| From Chris Ashby

There is more friction between the
canal's diverse users than you'd
fmagine. The extent of the problems
came o light at a well-attended
Friends of Regents Canal meeting on
Octcher 30th.

Various topics were discussed such
as the development at City Road
Basin, landscaping and lighting works
at Thornhill Bridge and Treaty Street,
the canal's bicdiversity action plan,
litter, and problems with long stay and
unauthorised moorings.

Two items were controversial and
provoked strong views, locking of the
canal towpath gates at night and the
proposed widening of the towpath,

Despite the canal clearly being of
regional importance, some residents
consider it to be their own local
resource and are strongly opposed to
using the canal for commuting by bike.
British Waterways are generally
supportive of mixed usage providing
everyone behaves responsibly..

 Cyclists using the towpath are legally

required to display a permit which is
available free of charge as follows:
P: 01823 201120

E.

‘enquiries.hq@britishwaterways.co.uk

Website: http://www.britishwaterways
.co.uk/site/Applyforacyclingpermit%25
5F518.asp

For more of Chris's report visit:
hitp:/fwww.lcc.org.ulkfyou_and_lce/
branches/Islingtonfindex.asp

ICAG Xmas social event
From ICAG

Please join for a Christmas drink at
the Calthorpe Arms on Grays Inn
Road (at the corner of Wren St) on
Tuesday 10th Dec from 6.30pm
onwards. Snack food provided, cash
bar. (We know it's not actually in
islington but it was most reasonable
option & it does great Youngs beerl)

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday forinight,

Meet at 10.10 am. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Raileard or
to *borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is wswally between
5—-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunmyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, NI9
(off Homsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7-9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

| 1CAG meets at Islington Town Hall on the 2nd

Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda  items for mectings w"shou_ld__
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting,

ICAG Email List
IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issuc of

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in [slington.

If you would like to join, send an email {o
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you ¢an now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtencyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all contributors and may
you all enjoy celebrating the end of this
year and the start of next. - Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork efc. to dean.leigh@btconnect.com or wrile to!
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N3 2HS.
Photocopying by {and many thanks to) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. www.couriertraining.co.uk

© Istington Cyclists’ Action Group 2002
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Issue 36 October/November 2002
Round Table Update LBI Cycle Training Group | Council appoints acting
From Doug Angus From Julia Williams cydmg officer

The first item at this month's
Sustainable Transport Found Table
(STRT) was to discuss the future role
of the STRT ltself.

Amendments were made to the draft
terms of reference. These need to be
ratified and then they can be
published.

The second iterm was the London
Plan. The London Mayor is required to
produce a spatial development
strategy to replace the regional
planning advice for London. The
London Plan is out for pubiic
consuftation on the draft version. Al
comments need to be returned to the
Mayor before the end of September
and |slington Council will be making a
response.

The Council is broadly supportive of
the London Plan, the issues it has with
the transport provisions are:

» There is a 15% reduction target
for motor traffic, but no targets for
increasing cycling or walking.

* Parking spaces per dwelling or
commercial development are less
stringent than currently used in
Islington.

+ No mention is made of car-free
housing,

» There are no additional transport
infrastructure plans to support the
predicted population increases in
London.

The draft London Plan is at:

http://www.london.gov.uk/approot/may
or/strategies/sds/index.jsp

1. An evaluation report is being
prepared from responses by parents
and pupils on the cycle proficiency
courses given by LBl in the summer
school holidays. The report will be
presented to the original working
group at their proposed October 2002
mesting. s

2. The summer courses were
successful but the response was not
as good as had been hoped despite
adverts and editorial in the local
papers. Originally the plan was to run
the 3 weeks/6 courses planned this
summer - 29 July, 5 August, 12 -
August but due to lack of response the
courses on offer had been reduced to
3 over 2 weeks and were attended by
approximately 40 youngsters.

3. The youngsters achieved a 100%
pass rate and in many cases parents
came to watch and gave posttive
feedback. Councillor Bridget Fox also
attended and the Metropolitan Police
were very supportive with Officers
helping to deliver the training.

4. For the next series, letters are
going out in September 2002 to
parents & schoois for Year 6 pupils
and the courses will also be
advertised in health centres and
leisure centres., LBl were planning to
offer 1 weelk/2 courses during the
October 2002 haif term break. As well
as aiming primarily for Year 6, LBl are
considering running courses for
secondary school children in Years 7
& 8 next summer and they are also
looking into running courses on
Saturdays.

This is part of a verbal report given by
Liz Wathen {Road Safety Officer, LBI)
at ICAG meeting on 11th September
2002

From John Ackers

Foliowing our lobbying, Islington
Counclil has taken a small step
towards creating a post for a full time
cycling officer that rides a bike.
Islington has appointed Pip Howson
(pip.howson@islington.gov.uk), as full
time project manager fo deliver the
Londeon Cycling Network Plus program
in islington and spend the allocated
budget.

It is a temporary, six month post but i
could be extended. Her position is
funded by the LCN, however she has
also been asked to improve the
relationship with ICAG and she Is to
be ICAG's first point of contact. She's
getting a bike soon.

At the 11th September meseting, Ms
Howson outlined her vision of cycling
in Islington. She explained that we
weren't in competition with
Amsterdamn {and later explained that
we were unable to compete} and that
safety was her primary responsibility.
She argued that although cycling
injurles on places ltke Upper Street
and Highbury Corner were high, there
was little that could be done because
these were Red Routes and under TfL
control. She wants to set modest
goals; she didn't want to strive for
goals that could not be met. And she
wants to have regular monthly
meetings with us.

There were guestions at the end.
When asked about whether there was
any political support for radical cycling
improvements in Islington, she told us
that cycling was high up the agenda in
Southwark where she had previously
worked because of the support of key
councillors in the borough.

Continued over




Council appoints acting
cycling officer
Continued from previous page

Even a temporary assignment of an
acting cycling officer is better than
nothing. However this temporary post
appears to have been created not to
improve the lot of cyclists but to
expedite the implementation of the
LCN.

What is clear is that while other
boroughs, notably Camden, treat their
local cycling campaigning group
almost as a partner; Islington stiil
treats ICAG merely as an end of the
line consuitee.

As Gavin Killip has pointed out "we
need to be clear about our demands,
both jn terms of policy and
implementation (e.g. in terms of
routes); if we don't ask for a radical
program, we won't get one",

The schemes are for East Canonbury,
West Canonbury and the St. Peter's °
Area and are designed to alleviate the
impacts of the Congestion Charging -
Scheme. The documents will also be
published on the consuitation pages of
the council website at:
http://www.islington.gov.uk/community
Jcommunity.asp?sectionid=920

The International Cycle
Show

From Alison Dines

The International Cycle Show is taking
place at the Business Design Centre
an Upper Street 26-29th September &
a few |CAG volunteers will be heiping
out on the LCC stand.

For more details about the show visit:
http:/fwww.cycleshow.co.uk

or ring the ticket hotiine or:
T: 0870 733 1022

Quote LCC to get a reduction on
advanced tickets (£8 instead of £10).

Cyclist and HGV Safety
Campaign

From Alison Dines

LCC has developed a campaign in
partnership with Transport for London
which deals with the interactions
between heavy goods vehicles
(HGV's) and pedestrians. For cyclists
the message is "Stay alive, don't cut
inside lorries" and the message to
HGV drivers is "Watch out for cyclists,
they are oiten difficult for you to see".

Part of the campaign is targeting HGV
drivers through publicity leaflets and
covers for thelr tachographs (the
device that records driver hours), and

“part is targeted at current cyciists.

Look out for the leaflets locally and
many thanks to Ficna, Anne, Alastair,
Clare & Julia for offering to distribute
them around the borough.

Traffic reduction
schemes

From Doug Angus

Consultation documents for 3 traffic
reduction schemes should have been
sent out to residents and businesses
by the time you read this

Festival highlights

From Alison Dines

Very many thanks to everyone who
gave up some of their free time this
summer and helped out on the stalls
that ICAG had at various local
festivals.

We could be found giving out advice,
information & the new free maps in
Highbury Fields, Sunnyside Gardens
& Gillespie Park. We also fixed a few
punctures, did some other minor
repairs and generally raised our profile
within the local community, as well as
further afield when we combined
forces with Hackney LCC and had a
stall at Finfest in Finsbury Park.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Raileard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usuvally between
5—-6p.m.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5400).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7-9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month 7.30-8.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda  items for meetings: should
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting.

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. It also provides subscribers with the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving
cycling up the agenda in Islington,

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up,

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to ail contributors and to
Keith Macfarlane for standing in last issue
while [ was away - Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork efc. fo dean.leigh@btconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS.
Photocopying by (and many thanks ta) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. www.couriertraining.co.k
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Issue 35

August/September 2002

Blke Week in Isimgton

The local group organised various
events around (and beyond) the
borough and the week got better and
better after a rather damp start. Cur
stall at the Celebrating Children
festival on Highbury Fields suffered a
little with the weather but we .
succeeded in getting the message
across that cycling is an all-ability
activity and we cheered up several
children by mending their punctures!

The jumble sale attracted quite a bit of
interest and we had requests for the
event to be repeated. Our cyclists’
breakfast was popular as ever. This
year was the first time for a while that
we organised some rides during Bike
Week and our thanks go to Jonathan
Edwards and'Bob Hare who led them,
especially Bob for providing a very
comprehensive history of the New
River.

We do hope that you were able to
enjoy some of what Bike Week had to
offer and very many thanks go to all
those who took part and made all our
events such a success.

From Alison Dines

Patagonia Cycle

Challenge

28 February — 9 March 2003

The World Umversny Service, a
charity that works in aid of education
in the UK and the Developing World is
organizing a trip to one of the world's
most spectacular national parks. This
challenge will take you to an area of
outstanding beauty and offers an
unforgettable experience. By taking
part and raising sponsorship money
for the charity, you will make a
difference to the lives of some of the
poorest children throughout the world.
If you want further information, please
phone Oliver Kemp on 0207426 5826
or email: oliver.kemp@wusuk.org

LCC Awards

Do you know of any good quality
measures for cyclists that have been put in
over the last year in Islington?

Every year the LCC makes awards for
good quality new schemes, and now is
the time for nominations. The deadline is
21 August, and winners will be
announced at the LCC's annual meeting in
November.

The idea behind the awards is to reward
good work and encourage more. The
winners in recent years have included .
councils, agencies and companies domg
their bit for cycling - such as Tate Modemn
for cycle parking facilities and the London
Borough of Lewisham for their section of
the Wateriink Way.

islington Councii continues to lag behind
other boroughs, but nominations can be
for other kinds of organisations - not just
local authorities. So, if you know of a
company or community group who has
made a positive impact for cyclists in the
last twelve months, now is the time fo let
LCC know.

Categories for awards are:

Best cycle route - i.e. a substantial stretch
taking cyclists from Ato B

Best individuai facility - e.g. a cycle
crossing of a main road

Most effective compiementary activity -
e.g. Bicycle Users Group that supports
and encourages cyclists at work or a map
that highlights cycle routes

Maost cycle-friendly new building
development - in terms of access for
bikes, secure storage, and measures {o
reduce the dominance of motor traffic

Nominations are reviewed by a group of
LCC activists from across London against
a set of clear criteria. Further details can
be found on the LCC website at

www.lcc.org.uk
From Gavin Kiliip

MBE for ICAG Member

Cari L.omas, boss of Camelot Courier
Training and long time supporter of
LCC, was awarded an MBE in the
Golden Jubilee Queens Birthday List
for services to training in the courier
industry. Carl has been involved in
training all forms of London couriers
from pedal bike to motorcycle and van
for ten years and his efforts were
fundamental:in putting together an
NVQ qualification for couriers.

Carl has printed this newsletter since
the second issue and we think that
should have been part of the citation!

More details at
www.couriertraining.co.uk

From Doug Angus

Bike Stolen

if anyone sees the bike below please
contact David Baister on 020 7609
7339 as it was stolen from his garage
in Pembroke Street N1 in iate June
{by forced entry).

Red Trek 700 hybrid, large men’s 23
inch frame, with leather Brocks saddle
secured with cable lock, straight
handle bars, twist grip gears, toe clips,
topeak rack, bottle cage and Abus
granite U-lock attached, no
mudguards. [t is a 1997 mode!, frame
number WTUI04741N.

Any information gratefully received.

Gillespie Park Festival

We have been invited to have a stall
at this enjoyable local event on
Sunday 8 September 2pm-5pm. 1f
anyone would like to help on the stall
please contact Alison Dines at:

T: 020 7226 5427
E: alisondines@clara.co.uk




Round Table

ICAG was invited to join the Islington
Sustainable Round Table and | duly
attended a meeting as our
représentative. The Round Table
brings together various local
organisations; at the meeting this
included the Istington Society, the
motorcycie lobby, the Pedestrians
Association and the council {both
councillors and officers).

With the recent restructuring of the
council, the future role of the Round
Table and its relationship to the
coungcil is under discussion and has
not yet been agreed. This gives us
the opportunity to be in at the re-
taunch of the new version.

Most of the meeting consisted of a
presentation from Gary Giriffiths who
runs the council's Parking and
Enforcement. He painted a picture of

an organisation that had not moved on -

much since 1984 when Islington took
over the responsibility for parking
enforcement on borough roads. Over
the last two years efforts have been
made to bring the service up to
modem standards..For example, all
the parking meters in Islington have
been removed and replaced with pay
and display machines. From
September, the number of parking
enforcement operatives will be
doubled.

The next Round Table meeting is in
September and the proposed agenda
itemns are Car Clubs and the London
Plan.

From Doug Angus

Local Developments

: The Hornsey Lane Association is

leading a campaign for traffic calming
on Homsey Lane, Plansareatan ..

‘early stage at the moment & and if

you are interested in getting involved,
please contact Richard Tayler —
richarddottayler@hotmail.com.
Phone number 020 8348 1817

Do you live, or go through, the Amwell
Triangle? The council have consulted
on four options, but people are free to
make other suggestions. The
consuitation document is at
hhtp:/Aww.islington.gov.uk/pdficonsul
ation/Arnwell. pdf or contact LBI -
Transport & Design Group on 020
7527 2776.

The plans are out for putting a
motorcycle barrier on the Witlow
Bridge mode filter (=car barrier!). If
the railings are too close together,
there will be continual conflict between
cyclists and pedestrians at this point.
The residents are very supportive as
motorcyclists are annoying them by

'using the bridge and speeding up

Willow Bridge Road. If you live in or

go through this area, contact Tony

Smediey at the council — 020 7527
2825 or
tony.smedley@islington.gov. uk for
more details.

Maps

If you've been using the new free
cycling maps - London Cycle Guides -
and you'd like to give some feedback
— go ahead on feedback@Icc.org.uk.
We will be reviewing the maps that
include Islington (Nos 5 & 10) soon,
probably at our September or October
meeting, so if you would like to be
involved please contact Alison Dines

T: 020 7226 5427
E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

Petherton Road

Some time ago the borough had a
scheme to put cycle lanes along
Petherton Rd to join Wallace Road to
Stoke Newington. The locals howled
about loss of car parking space and
the borough altered the scheme to put
the cycle route along Highbury New
Park, a longer route.

it was suggested that the cycle route
could become a track along the
central grass in Petherton Road.
Greenspace (LBI) is putting a
surfaced path along the length of the
grass as part of the project to open up
the New River Walk.

The new path is supposed to be 1.5m
wide, which is the width of a one-way
cycle path so it is no good for joint
use. No doubt more cyclists will use it
and annoy the pedestrians. Nothing
much we can do here — any ideas?
From Adrian Wifliams

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usuailly between
5-6pm,.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, NI19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
{except August and December). 7—9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 {50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on ‘the
second Wednesday of each month 7.30-
9.30pm.

If youve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want te listen, please come
along,

Agenda items for meetings  should
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting. -~ - -0 o

ICAG Email List

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly, [t also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope ~ come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and  we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email
IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyelist — but don't live in the borough

and so don't get a paper copy — you <an now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Thanks to all contributors— Keith Macfarlane

Please send any letters, articles. classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to dean leight@btconnect.com or write fo:

The Editor. Istington Cyelist, |3a Beresford Road. Highbury, NS 2HS.
Photocopyving by (and many thanks (o) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islingtan Cyclists ' Action Group 2002




The newsletter of the Islington Cyclist’Action Group

BBl ICAG is the Islington group of the London Cycling Campaign, campaigning on cycling issues in Islington and providing a local focus for LCC members.
LCC members in Islington are automaticaily members of ICAG.

Bike Week 2002
From Dean Leigh

This year's Bike Week runs from 15"
to 23" June and there's a choice of
137 free events in London!

The theme of the week Is Bike2Work
and has the support of London Mayor
Ken Livingstone who says "it's an
enjoyable and social way for people to
try eycling in London”.

See the back page of this newsletter
for a list of events in [slington.

C: LCC office
T: 020 7928 2318
E: office@Icc.org.uk

Canal Towpath
Consulitation

From Adrian Williams

Islington and Camden Groundwork
have contacted us about the canal
towpath between York Way & the
islington tunnel. They would like to
consuit with us and Camden LCC
about what improvements can be
made to the path.

If you would like to get involved in this
please contact Alison Dines

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7226 5427
E: icag_lcc@yahoo.co.uk

| Bike Week Edition - 15" to 23™ June 2002 (See reverse for details) |

Cyclist Death

From Adrian Williams

Source: Islington Gazette,
Thu 23rd May (p3).

Carmel Perry, 45, died of multiple
injuries after a collision with a tipper
lorry just before 9am on Friday at the
junction of Copenhagen St and
Caledonian Rd.

Carmel was a resident of Farleigh
Road, N16, and werked for the RNIB,

The police are appealing for
witnesses.

Community Cycling
Projects Awards

From LCC

Do you, or someene you know, work
with a community group who needs
some money to set up a small scale
cycling project? For instance does
your group need some cycle training,
secure cycle parking or a pool bike to
use. The LCC are looking for such
applications, awards of between £500
and £2000 are available but the
closing date is Friday 28th June 2002,

C: Paula Smith {LCC office)
T: 020 7928 2318
E: paulas@Icc.org.uk

Sponsored Bike-Ride

From Michael Ellman

We are organising a sponsored bike-
ride in aid of Liberty and the Medical
Foundation for the Care of Victims of
Torture on Saturday 13 July.

"Ride the Rodings" will be a gentle
ride of not more than 50 miles through
the quiet lanes and picturesque
villages of Central Essex from
Cheimsford to Epping.

Anyone who's interested, please
contact me.

C: Michael Ellman
E: Micellman@aol.com

Cycles for Asylum
Seekers

From Pauf Standeven

Cycles for Asylum Seeker has
supplied over 130 repaired second-
hand bikes to asylum seekers

It has been based free of charge at
Hackney City Farm but with the
current financial problems they are
now having to ask for rent.

This is too much for the project pay
s0, | am in urgent need of work space,
Can anyone make useful
suggestions?

C: Paul Standeven
E: paul.standeven@virgin.net




Historical New River Bike
Ride

Sat 26th June 12noon -
Meet outside Sadiers Wells Theatlre,
Rosebery Avenue, ECTR 4TN

A relaxed 35 mile meander to explore
the course & history of the New River
(constructed in the time of
Shakespeare and Raleigh to bring
‘sweete water' to London) to its source
near Hertford. End the day with a
madrigal concert by Great Amwell
Pooi at 9pm & train back to Liverpool
Street. Bring refreshments or
purchase on route,

C: Bob Hare
T: 0620 B348 2710
E: rhare@gn.apc.org

Tyndale Trio

Tue 18th June 8.30am to 1pm.
Witliam Tyndale School, Sable Strest,
N1 (near Town Hall, Upper Street)

Bike Week, Don't Choke London &
Road Safety Week at William Tyndale
School with information stands, bike
check, cycle training & competitions.

C: Miles Duckweorth
T: 020 7527 2001
E: Miles.Duckworth@islington.gov.uk

Celebrating Children
Festival

Sun 9th June 12 noon to 4pm
Highbury Fields, N5

Fun family festival to raise awareness -

of local services for children with
special educational needs. BBQ and
refreshments, stalls, animais, dancing,
live music, bike check, cycling
obstacle course & treasure hunt,

C: Alison Dines
T: 020 7226 5427
E: icag_lcc@yahoo.co.uk

Cyclists' Breakfast

Wed 19th June 7.30am to 9.30am
Junction of Colebrook Row & City
Road/Goswell Road, N1

Free tea, coffee & bagels & bike
check.

C: Alison Dines |
T: 020 7226 5427
E: lcag_lee@yahoo.co.uk

Bike Jumble Sale

Sat 15th June 2pm to 4pm
Freightliners Farm, Sheringham Road,
N7

A great opportunity to find that vital
part for your bike or clear out those
components you no longer need!
Rent a table £5 for individuais, £25 for
trade, must book in advance.

C: Jonathan Edwards
T:020 7704 1884
E: icag_loc@yahoo.co.uk

FAMILY BIKE RIDE

Sun 23rd June 11am
Meet at the cafe in Victoria Park, E9

Mostly off-road ride for families
through Victoria Park to the Isle of
Dogs, about 10 miles round trip. No
unaccompanied children under 12
years old.

C: Jonathan Edwards
T:020 7704 1884
E: icag_lec@yahoo.co.uk

More information online:

across the UK:
hitp:/iwww.bikeweek.org.uk

in London:
hitp:/fwww.lcc.orq.uk

in Islington:

http:/fwww. fcc.ora.uk/branches/islington

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday forinight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5~ 6p.m.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409),

Sennyside Freology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7 - 9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to Listen, please come
along.

Apgenda items for meetings should
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting, RERAENEE

IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

{F YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
geceive our newsletter electronically.

7

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all contributors - Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartaons, artwork ete. fo dean.leigh@btconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Istington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS.

Photocopying by {and many thanks to) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier T raining. www.couriertraining.couk @ Islington Cyclists® Action Group 2002
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Owen Street
From Gavin Kifiip

Anyone who has used the Owen
Street cycle path recently will know
that it is finally open..... and that our
good friends, the highways engineers,
have put a traffic light post right in the
middie of the northbound cycle lane! |
have emailed a photo of the offending
post to Gary Ward at TfL. along with
the following request to sort it out;

Dear Mr Ward,

| don't know if you remember me? I'm
a member of the Islington branch of
the Landon Cycling Campaign, and
we talked a few months ago about the
cycle crossing of Goswell Road and
City Road, just east of the Ange!l
junction. If you don't know about it
already, | would like to bring your
attention to a hazardous traffic light
post at the north end of the Owen
Street cycle path, where the cycle
route crosses Goswell Road. The
attached photo, taken last week,
shows the problem: the traffic light
post is right in the middle of the cycle
lane. |t seems ironic that such a poor

quality installation has been carried
out on the ground, while TfL is making
very welcome policy statements about
the need for high auality cycle facilities
in London. With a peak flow rate of
some 240 cyclists per hour, the Owen
Streef cycle lane is a key fink in the
London Cycle Network in north
London.

| received a swift reply from the man
at TFL (see helow).

Dear Mr. Killip,

| agree the location of the iraffic signat
will cause difficulty to cyclists using
this route. | am now arranging a
meeting with our traffic signals people
to arrange for this signal to be
relocated. | will keep you informed of
the progress.

Regards

Gary Ward

North Central Area Team
Transport for London - Street
Management

From Dean Leigh

At this same crossing a few weeks
ago | ended up flat on my face in the
middle of the road, and several
bemused pedestrians. The reason, a
large pothole with a [ump of concrete
in the middie of it. | could not stop or
avoid it as | had other cyclists on my
right and pedestrians on my left.

| was not hurt, well only my pride, and
my bike was not damaged. | decided |
should report the hole anyway. | rang
Isfington town hall and asked who |
should contact, | was given these
numbers:

Report Holes - 020 7527 4841
Accidents - 020 7527 2217

if anyone sees improvements, please
amail the [CAG Egroup with details.

Duncan Glasse inguest

From Adrian Williams

According to the Camden New
Jaurnal last week the inquest took
place at Poplar (nearly a year after the
death). According to the Islington
(Gazette this week it took place at 5t
Pancras Court. | telephoned St
Pancras to confirm. They organised it
but it took place at Poplar Coroner's
Court. | regret that | have missed it
but, having heard most of the court
appearances and read the press
reports, it appears that nothing new
came out at the inquest.

Verdict: accidental death.

The inquest on Jane Francis, killed
{ast October at Clerkenwell Read and
Farringdon Rd junction is still not
fixed.

Local Elections
Thursday 2nd May

From Alison Dines

This provides a prime opportunity for
us to target future local decision
makers! As an individual you can write
to prospective candidates & ask them
where they stand on cycling issues or
talk to them at any local neighbour or
community forum they're attending.

if you have any ideas on what this
group can do, please contact me;

Alison Dines
Telephone: 7226 5427

Email: aiisondines@clara.co.uk




Bike Week 2002
5“’ 23"* June

From Ahson Dines

Events so far include a ride along the
New River discovering the history of
this 17th century water supply for
London, with a concert at the end of
the day near Hertford; a family ride
along the Sustrans route starting in
Victoria Park E9; and possibly a
bicycle jumble sale. Also of course our
ever popular cyclists' breakfast! We'd
still love some ideas, especially if
anyone can think of a novel Bike to
Work event & offers of help of the day.
Full details to be announced soon but
please get in touch with me if you'd
like to be involved.

Alison E_)i_nes
Tele_phone: 7226 5427

Email: alisondines@clara.co.uk

Bypassing the tunnel
From Alison Dines

“TFL has increased its funding for
"green corridor” routes and, in
conjunction with British Waterways,
improvements will be made to some
sections of the Regents Canal
towpath to transform the environment
for both walkers and cyclists. in
Islington the canal goes into a tunnel
at Danbury Street N1 and therefore a
bypass route is needed tc enable
canal users to continue their journey
at street level and re-join the canal
near Caledonian Road (from the east
to west perspectivel). A proposal for
this route was made by Rik Andrew of
LCC's Parks & Canal Group and two
ICAG members, John Milsom and
Alastair Falion, who have now cycled
that route and suggested some
modifications. There will be a site visit
soon with an engineer from LBI to see
what's needed & how the existing
facilities can be improved or modified,
the crossing of Upper Street being the
key issue. We'll keep you updated on
developments.

Mayors® envoy to tour
Islington cycle routes

From Alison Dines

We heard from a cyclist in Croydon
that Ken Livingstone mentioned
Islington's excellent cycle routes on 2
occasions in radio interviews on
London Live 94.9FM in November
and December last year. So we wrote
to him asking if he was sure it was
Islington and if he'd like to cycle the

‘routes with us! | just received his reply

that he's too busy to accept the
invitation but that perhaps we'd like to
extent it to his advisor.

So what do you think - should we
invite him and who would like to
arrange the tour {and possible loan of
a bike for him)? If the tour started in
the north of the borough we could
include the wonderful Sussex

Way/Seven Sisters Road crossing and -

we could end in the south where

Shepherdess Way at City Road hits a =
"o entry sign at Bath Street despite -

the cycle lane! If you have any ideas
please contact me:

Alison Dines
Telephone: 7226 5427

Email; alisondines@clara.co.uk

Chite Challenge

ICAG member Alastair Failon
returned last month after a
5500km bicycle ride across
Chile. He started af the
Peruvian border in the north,
cycled via part of Argentina, and
into Patagonia, to finish 48 days
later in Punta Arenas. Alastair
did the ride to raise money for
the charities Headway {Head
Injuries Charitable Trust) & the
Imperial Cancer Research Fund.

To read his diary of the trip see:

www.chilechallenge2001.org.uk

" Isfingron Cyclist
1 and so don't get a paper copy -~ you can now

‘EASY-PACED RIDES of aronnd 30 miles run

-every Sunday fortnight,

Meet at 10.10 am. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Netwaork Railcard or
to “borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is wsually between
3-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comer of
Supnyside Rd ~and Hazellville Rd, NI19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
{except August and December). 7~ 9,30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£l (St)p unwaged) per sess:on towards costs,

| Meetths |

ICAG mcets at Islmgton Town Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month 7.30-9.30pm.

-If you've something t¢ say about cycling in

' Ishngton or just want to listen, please come

B afong
Agenda vitems  for . meef.mgs should
reach Al:son Dmcs (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before lhe meeung

ICAG Email List_ _

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Istington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email 1ist?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptty. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribef@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
—but don't live in the borough

receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is semd an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation Hst.

Many thanks to all contributoss - Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to dean.leigh(@btconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Istington Cyelist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N3 2HS.
Photocepying by (and many thanks to) Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists® Action Group 2002




CAG

The newsletter . the Islington C yclis " Action Group

“ ICAG is the Islington group of the London Cycling Campaign, campaigning on cycling issues in Islington and providing a local focus for LCC members.
LCC members in Islington are automatically members of ICAG.

Issue 32

Feb/Mar 2002

Attacks on cyclist
From Dean Leigh

As many of you will be aware, over
the last two months there has been a
significant rise in the number of
robberies and attempted robberies
aimed spec:ﬂcaIEy at cycllst

En the past attackers have set traps of
broken glass andfor lain in wait, on
estate cut-throughs and canals to do
hit and run type robberies on cyclists.
These have tended to be isclated
incidents.

The escalation over the past few
manths has however shocked even
veteran cyclists in the borough. The
al‘tacks seem to have taken two forms:

Ambush

The first type of attack appears to be
simply gangs of youths lying in wait for
cyclist to pass, then to use either use
decoys to jump out swinging a full
rubbish bag or grab the bike, or simply
grab panniers, packs etc and run.

Mopeds

The second, and relatively new type of
attack is one or two mopeds with
pillion riders pulling alongside cyclists
and yanking panniers etc from the
bike, often puliing the cyclist over in
the process.

ICAG and victims have been reporting
attacks to the police, and to the ICAG
Egroup where a list is being kept. We
urge all victims to do the same.

The main areas seem o be the
Westbourne Road area and the
backroads around Essex Road.

Please don't stop cycling, but do be
vigilant and cycle in groups if you can.
Islington police are aware of the trend
and are responding accordingly.

Owen Stireet
From Doug Angus

A couple of weeks ago | was taking
my usual route to work when LCC
Director Peter Lewis pulled up beside
me at the traffic lights at the end of
Colebrooke Row.

As we continued our journey and
negetiated our way past the Owen
Street development, | explained how
the temporary cycle path had been
shut three months ago in order to
build the permanent one.

The initia! flurry of activity had resulte_d

in kerbstones and aggregate being

laid, but as far as | could see, nothing -

had happened for-many weeks.

Imagine my surprise when 24 hours
later | found that tarmac had been laid
and the path was accessible to
cyclists!

I've suggested to Peter that perhaps
he could cycle round the rest of
Islington and that his aura could fix all
the other problems we have with our
cycle network.

The Owen Street saga has been
running for over three years now; we
were initially told that this temporary
closure would be for 18 months.

it's still not clear to me how the traffic
lights are activated to cross Goswell
Road and the St. John Street end is
still clogged with parked cars and
vans.

But at long last we have got back a
vital link in the London Cycle Network
that carries hundreds of cyclists an
hour on weekday mornings.

Chadwell Street
From Doug Angus

A red and white plastic barrier has
heen installed across Chadwell Street
just west of Arlington Way. The barrier
initlally had a 1.2m cycle gap in the
middle but within days somebody had
moved part of the barrier tc widen the
gap to the width of a car.

In spite of the fact that there are new
no entry signs for motor traffic in both
directions | have observed that these
are routinely ignored by drivers.

Until this is remedied please be aware
that you may find cars headed straight
for you as you pass through the
barrier. It's all well and good knowing -
that legally we are in the right but
unfortunately cyclists usually come off
warse in collisions.,

Kings Cross
Development

From Alison Dines

Do you live in, near or cycle
through Kings Cross?

if you do, you probably know huge
developments are afoot there and
consultation is taking place.

if you're interested in getting involved
in meaking sure that cycling benefits in
this area please contact me,

Alison Dines at:

T: 020 7226 5427
E: alisondines@clara.co.uk




Congestion Charging
From Doug Angus

As part of the Mayor's Congestion
Charging scheme over £100 miflion
pounds has been earmarked for
projects to minimise the effects of its
introduction.

Maps of the proposals are on the
Transport for London Street
Management website at:
http://www.streetmanagement.org.uk

Those for Islington include:

= traffic calming and environmental
improvements for Barnsbury,
Canonbury and the Amwell Street
and St. Peter's areas

* controlled parking zones for
Tufnell Park and Archway

* signalisation and pedestrian
improvements at the Old Street
roundabout.

The Barnsbury scheme went out to
consultation with the residents who
favoured a 20 mph zone and traffic

calming measures as apposed to road |-

closures.

The Envirenment and Conservation
Committee, who are responsible for
traffic management in Islington, will
decide which scheme they think is
best for the Barnsbury area on 21
February.

An |.CC group representing the
boroughs within or bordering the
Congestion Charging zone have had
an Initial meeting to discuss a
common set of improvements that we
would like to see within and adjacent
io the zone.

A follow up meeting is planned for
early February.

LCC Website back online

For those that have been wondering,
the LCC webslte is now back online,
updates and fully functioning at:
http:/fwww.lcc.org. uk

Wet Hertfordshlre

From John Ackers

Well those that didn't get to the ICAG
ride on the 20th Jan in Hertfordshire
don't know what they missed. We
cycled about 25 miies in countryside
west of Stevenage, Thanks to
refreshing, cooling winds from the
North Atlantic and a continuous drizzle
for most of the day, nobody suffered
from heat exhaustion, or even mild
dehydration.

Our treasurer had brought sunscreen
and fortunately that wasn't needed
either as thick grey clouds shielded us
from the sun's harmful rays.

We had lunch in a small pub in
Bennington. You may recall that ICAG
did offer to pay for the first 50 drinks
from the bar. As this generous offer
wasn't fuily subscribed, | am pleased
to be able to confirm that ICAG is able
to repeat this event for another 46
cyclists on a warmer day in Spring.

Bike Week 2002 -
15"-23" June

Publicity for this year's Bike
Woeek is going to be much
bigger than ever, we should
make the most of it with original
ideas on how 1o celebrate
cyeling, get lots of new members
and enjoy ourselves!

If anyone is involved in a festival
or event in Islington {during Bike
Week but other events will be

considered), or knows of one,
where we could have a stall and
do some cycling activities please
let me know.

Cne of the aims of Bike Week is
to encourage cycling to work so
if you already do this in Islington,
or want to, and have some ideas
on how we could turn it into an
event, please get in touch with
Aliscn Dines

T: 020 7226 5427
E: alisondines@clara.co.uk

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 am. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Raileard or
to ‘borrow” a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6p.m.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409),

Sunnyside Eeology Gardens: comer of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7~ 9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on the
second Wednesday of every month.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for mectings should
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
'Saturday before the meeting. . -

ICAG Email List

IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy ~ you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Many thanks to all contributors - Dean Leigh

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. to dean.leigh@biconnect.com or write lo!

The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS.
Photocopying by Camelot Courier Training. www.couriertraining.com © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2002
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Ins and Outs at Finsbury
Park
From Gavin Killip

Plans for the regeneration of Finsbury
Park centre on a major overhaul of the
station and its frontage, Station Place,
London Buses had a proposal to
double the area of the bus station
providing parking for five buses as
well as set-down and pick-up points.
There was ne provision for cyclists in
these first proposals.

Cyclists from Islington, Haringey and
Hackney did a cycle count one mild
Thursday in early October, revealing a
number of issues that had not been
taken into consideration before.
Firstly, the greatest volume of cycles
was along Seven Sisters Road.
Almost all the discussions had been
about Stroud Green Road because it
is part of the London Cycle Network,
but no thought had been given to
cyclists using routes other than the
LLCN.

Secondly, lots of cyclists do illegal
manoeuvres around the Finsbury Park
gyratory system, and for fairly obvious
reasons. Cycling twenty metres along
a pavement saves 200 metres of
congestion and pollution. Many people
take the faw into their own hands and
take the pavement option. This is not
to say that pavement cycling is OK - in
my view, it isn't - but it does reveal
how poorly any gyratory system caters
for eyclists.

Thirdly, there was no easy access to
the station for cyclists, yet the survey
in October showed that people really
do want to take their bike to the
station as part of a longer journey.
Finsbury Park is the most important
interchange in Londen cutside Zone 1,
a gateway to points north towards
Peterborough and Cambridge, as well
as to two tube lines into central
London.

As this newsletter goes to press,
officials at Transport for London are
receiving copies of the report of the
cycle count, along with campaigners'
proposals for a better scheme that
allows cyclists through Station Place
in both directions.

Many issues remain unaddressed.
They gyratory system is not about to
he undone, so the pavement cycling is
almost certain to continue. Nor, for
now, does it look like anything will be
done to help the large numbers of
cyclists going along Seven Sisters
Road. But a strong case has been put
for a two-way cycle route through
Station Place, which would help make
life better for bike-rail journeys as well
for cyclists going south down Stroud
Green Road heading for Highbury and
central London.

For the full report and summary of the
cycle count data, phone Gavin on:
020 7607 1950 or download it from:
hitp://groups.yahoo.com/group/
islingtonCyclist/filesffinspk.htm

A lesson learned

Excerpts from a letter to ICAG of an
incident that may happen to any of us,

From Steve Ashton

In November 2000 | hit a pothole,
which was part of an unfinished or
damaged traffic-calming device, a
speed table.

The road (Bunhill Row) was
unsurprisingly used by cyclists as it
was a quiet section of one of the
London Cycle Network routes. The
impact with the pothole was sufficient
to break the frame of my bike
(necessitating £155 worth of repairs),
and | was forced to use the bus for
weeks while it was mended. | met with
Islington Council's Highways Engineer
a few weeks after the incident and
then waited for a response from the
council. A couple of months after the
incident ! received a reply from the
Finance & Property Services
department of the council which was
sympathetic, but indicated that
negligence or responsibility was not
accepted.

in the end | was obliged to pursue the
matter through Clerkenwell County
Court. The council hired solicitors to
present a defence, and it all looked as
though the case would go to court. At
the {ast minute, the Council decided to
settie my claim and costs {like
travelling expenses) before we went to
court.

For me, the moral of this affair has
been that persistence might be
required and that you shouldn't allow
yourself to be fobbed off if you feel
you have a reasonable case. Had |
not felt that | had been harshly dealt
with, | would have been reluctant to
pursue this matter through the (Small
Claims) County Court

Need a babysitter so you can attend an ICAG

meeting?
From Alison Dines

If you'd like to get more involved with the group locally but have young children
or are caring for others that makes evenings difficult perhaps we can help!

We can't offer to find a babysitter but are happy to give you same money
towards the cost of using one. if you'd like to take us up on this please contact

Alison Dines by:
phone: 020 7226 5427
email: alisondines@clara.co.uk




ICAG AGM

From Alison Dines

The ICAG Annual General Meeting
will take place at the Town Hall on
Wed 8th January 2002, We will be
adopting our new constitution and
etecting officers, before getting on with
our usual business, If you'd like more
information please contact

Alison Dines by:

phone: 7226 5427

email: aliscndines@clara.co.uk

Duncan Glasse case
From Adrian Williams

Several police officers and witnesses
turned up at Highbury Magistrates
Court on 20th expecting a trial to take
all day but it didn't because the
defendant changed his plea to guilty,

The defendant is said to have
changed his solicitor. He has
obviously taken advice that it Is silly to
plead not guilty to driving without due
care while pleading guilty to leaving
the scene and failing to report to a
police station within 24 hrs. Those two
offences can be punished by
imprisonment whereas dwdc cannot.

The prosecution's summary of the
facts includes that the defendant said
he did not see the cyclist before the
crash. After he stopped with Duncan
Glasse under his car he panicked and
ran off, after his passenger had run
off.

With guilty pleas to five offences the
previous offences were considered. |
have previously said there was a
suspicion of Class A drugs involved.
The defendant has previously been
jailed for 4 years for supplying heroin
and is possibly still within the
unexpired part of a previous sentence.
The district judge called for reports
and the main penalty is expected to
be announced on Tuesday Dec 18th.
The judge imposed an immediate
driving ban for 18 months and the
gefendant remains on unconditional
alil.

Old Street Roundabout
From Gavin Killip

The Old Street roundabout is being
considered as part of the huge
consultation process on congestion
charging. It's early days, with funding
only for the consultancy at the
moment, but if anyone is interested in
getting involved & commenting on the
proposals to make this junction safer,
please contact

Gavin Killip by:

phone: 020 7607 1950

email: gavin@gkillip.fsnet.co.uk

ICAG Debates Barnsbury
Traffic Reduction Plans

From Dean Leigh

A lively debate has been taking place
on the ICAG email list this month
regarding traffic calming measures
planned by Isiington Council. Four
options for reducing traffic in the
Barnsbury area, including closing
roads and 20mph speed limits, have
shown that although united as cyclist
we all have our own views on traffic
management. The counclls deadline
for views on these options is Dec 10.

The ICAG emall list is a great way for
cyclists to interact or just be informed.
If you would like to join, please email:
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

You're invited to the
ICAG
Christmas Party

Thursday 6th December
from 7pm
at
The Alwyne Castle
St Paul's Road, N1
{opp Highbury Grove junction.)

Come and enjoy some Seasonal
cheer with fellow cyclists

You know you've been meaning
to corme and meet them all year

EASY-PACED RIDES of arcund 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7 -9.30 pm.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

| ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on the

second Wednesday of every month.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for meetings should
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting. .

ICAG Email List
IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islingtor.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyelist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation Hst.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to dean.leigh@biconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS..
Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyelists” Action Group 2001
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Issue 30 Oct/Nov 2001
Car Free Day Want to be involved Old Street Roundabout
From Dean Leigh in cycling safety From Alison Dines

Giavin enjoys a car free Tower Bridge

Despite the fact that Islington did not
have a closed street of its own in the
borough, an intrepid band set out at
midday from Highbury Corner to make
the most of Car Free Day 2001.

With some people heading straight for
Tower Bridge, some of the Islington
cyclists paid a visit to neighbouring
Hackney. Accompanied by a very loud
"Elvis" on the back of a recumbent
they joined the Hackney group for the
ride to the main event.

Upon arrival at Tower Bridge a most
impressive site greeted the riders, not
only was the bridge closed to traffic
but along the full length were bands,
dancers, stalls selling food and cycle
accessories and representatives of

in Islington?

From Alison Dines

Islington's new road safety officer, Liz
Wathen, approached ICAG last month
asking to meet us and wanting to hear
our opinions on provision of school
cycle training in the borough. She, and
her assistant road safety officer, Erin
Cooper, attended the September
ICAG meeting and many issues were
discussed.

Liz would like to meset again with us
s00n s0 we can be involved as the
horough plans its road safety strategy,
especially for local schools but
hopefully also to include adult cycle
training too.

Are you a parent or {eacher in the
borough, or simply keen to help
increase cycle safety locally?

Would you like to join the group to
meet Liz? Please contact me asap on:

020 7226 5427
or email:

alisondines@clara.co.uk

50 we can arrange a further meeting.

Plans are being proposed to make Old
Street roundabout safer., It is hoped
that ICAG will receive a copy of the
proposals so that they can be
discussed at our meeting in
November. We'll keep you posted.

Raising cycling issues
locally
From Alison Dines

We've been told that we're not vocal
enough & that cycling issues don't
feature in the local councillors postbox
enough to get us a higher profile.

Please help increase local awareness
of what needs to be done by
contacting your local councilor about
the issues you feel strongly about.

if you're not sure who that is look at

hitp:/fwww.iskington.gov.uk or ring the
Town Hall on 020 7527 2000 & let us

know what response you get!

the many organisations that made the
event possible.

At 2,00 p.m. Ken Livingstone made a
welcome appearance and speech that
was cheered heartily by the crowd, He
then got in a cycle taxi to join the
procession of floats, dancers and
cyclisis that made the whole day a
great success.

Well done to everyone that organised
and participated, it was a day London
can be proud of,

Need a babysitter so you can attend an ICAG

meeting?
From Alison Dines

If you'd like 1o get more involved with the group locally but have young children
or are caring for others that makes evenings difficult perhaps we can help!
We can't offer to find a babysitter but are happy to give you some maoney

towards the cost of using one.

If you'd like to take us up on this please contact Alison Dines on:

020 7226 5427
or email;

alisondines{@clara.co.uk




Gillespie Park Festival
2001

From Alison Dines

On the 8th of September ICAG, once
again, had a successful stand at the
popular local festival & made some
new contacts,

Thanks to the generosity of Mosquito
Bikes, who donated some great raffle
prizes, we also achieved some fund-
raising as well.

1st prize, a £50 voucher o spend at
the new Mosquito Bikes shop in
Clifton Terrace, Finsbury Park was
wan by Sarah Taylor

2nd prize, a compact 26 piece toolkit
was won by Patrick O'Dwyer (aged 7)

3rd prize, a compact 21 piece toolkit
was won by Nuala Ryan

4th prize, a set of reflective armbands
was won by Polly Sinclair

Many thanks again to Mosquito Bikes,
all the ICAG members who helped on
the stall and all the punters who
supported us!

The bit of interest on this list is "We
think they're probably being used to
get cycle locks off or to get mto
buildings..." :

Time to upgrade your locks?

Fire Station tool thefis

From Adrian Williams

Some months age | put a message on
the |ICAG email list (fcag-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com to
subscribe) about petty thieves taking
tools from fire stations while the staff
are out on a call and doors are left
open.This subject has come up again
in the Islington Gazette (20th Sept),

The story now is that young people
are taking the fools, particularly
boltcroppers, from the lockers on fire
engines while at a fire and the small
fires may even be started deliberately
to get a fire engine to turn up with theft
in mind,

The Islington station officer says itis a
growing problem across London and
fire officers are concerned about loss
of tools when they need themin a
hurry.

Duncan Glasse case
From Adrian Williams

As advised earlier the court case of
the driver who killed Duncan Glasse
was resumed on Thurs 20th Sept at
Highbury Magistrates Court.

The defendant is charged with five

offences and entered pleas this time.

He pleads guilty to:

= leaving the scene of the collision

» falling to report the collision within
24 hours

* driving with no insurance

* driving not in accordance with his
licence

The defendant pleads not guiity to
driving without due care,

The police officer assisting the victim's
partner suggests that the Crown
Prosecution Service could have
draopped that charge and proceeded
on the other four if the partner and
others had not kept attending and .
writing to the CPS.

As it is, the case on the careless
driving charge now goes to a full trial,
expected to be on Tues, 20th Nov,
2001 with a pre-tifal review on Thurs,
18th Oct. (Both at Highbury Mag Crt)

An interesting feature of this case is
that the partner has seen withess
statements including the defendant's.
The CPS regards witness statements
as sub judice but the police release
copies to relatives/pariner in a case
with a death.

The defendant is believed to have
only a hazy view of his responsibilities
as a car driver. He apparently believes
that if a cyciist and a driver are
approaching a narrow gap on a road
the cyclist should wait for the car or
move onto the pavement.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

i a.5¢
Meet at 10 10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N1%
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
(except August and December). 7—9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (SOp unwaged) per scssxon towards costs '

Meetmg Dates

ICAG mects at Is]mgton Town HalI on lhe
sccond Wednesday of every monlh '

If you’ve somethmg 10 say about cyclmg in
Islington, or just want o listen, please come
along.

Agenda should

items for meetings

reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting. _

ICAG Email List

IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get mews to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't Hve in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyelist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation Hst.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. fo dean, leigh@biconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Istington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS..
Photocopying by Camelot Caurier Training, www,couriertraining.com.
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Issue 29

Aug/Sept 2001

Council update
From Doug Angus

ICAG was approached at our hike
breakfast by a consultant brought in
by the councit to help produce
Islington’s _ Interim Local
Implementation Plan {(ILIP).

In coming years the ILIP will become
the Local Implementation Plan which
explains how Islington will implement
the relevant parts of The Mayor’s
Transport Strategy.

It's of interest to cyclists because the
council fays out its plans for cycling
measures for 2002/03 for which it
requires funding.

At a subsequent meeting with the
council we were asked to comment on
the . ILIP, but.decided not to do so.
There were two reasons for this:
Firstly, we only had 6 days from the
receipt of the document to providing
our comments. For a voluntary group
this amount of time is inadequate.
Secondly, we didn't believe that our
comments in the past had been
properly addressed and that words in
these documents don't always appear
as facilities on the streets.

We've -asked that the references to
ICAG’s involvement in the production
of the ILIP and working with the
council be removed.

So where do we go now? The council
is trying to recruit an officer to deal
with cycling issues. We have asked to
look at the job description in order to
provide feedback. Once a cycling
officer is in post, we believe it would
be worth re-starting the council liaison
meetings. Until then, we belisve our
time can be more fruitfully spent
working through other avenues.

Car free day
From Doug Angus

Last year the UK, including some
London Boroughs participated for the

first time in Car Free Day, This is held-

annually on 22 September and we
were hoping that this ‘year Islington
would participate. To qualify for a Car
Free Day event a road needs to be
closed to motorised traffic thus

allowing the liberated space to be.

used, for example, for a festival.

Islington had hoped to join forces with
the boroughs of Camden and
Haringey to hold an event around
Pond's Square and BDarimouth Park
Hill. Unfortunately, both boroughs
pulled out of Pond's Square due to
opposition  from the resident's
assoclation leaving the Islington side
of Dartmouth. Park Hill. One side of a
road would not make for an effective
event space and it's now too late to
organise an alternative.

So Islingtonians will have to walt until
22 September 2002 to possibly
experience a Car Free Day event in
our borough.

bouncy castles laid on for kids, A
number of bike-related atftractions
were also there. ICAG had a stall with
the usual mix of useful information
and merchandise, and we provided a
free bike check service with the
welcome assistance of a mechanic
from Two Wheels Good on Crouch
Hill.

Jonathan Edwards came with his
trishaw and gave people sedate rides
around the park, while Patrick Fleld
supplied the afterncon's soundtrack
with his solar-powered sound system
on the back of a four-whesled bike.
Cycle Training Lid were also there to
give people taster sessions of their
training programme for safer road-
riding.

Finfest
From Gavin Killip

Finsbury Park was the venue for
Finfest on Saturday 14th July - an
event organised by the Finsbury Park
Partnership, the body managing the
regeneration of the Finsbury Park
area with £25million of government
money over 7 years,

A host of stalls clustered round a live
music stage with five

Owen Street
From Gavin Killip

Remember the rumpus we caused in
1998 when the Owen Strest cycle
path was obstructed by metal railings?
Now that the building work is almost
complete, we are trying to ensure that
the reinstated facilites for cyclists are
at least as good as what we had
before.

We have approached the council, the
developer and Transport for London,
and we will be putting the case for a
straight run across City Road and
Goswell Road without having to wait

ai the red lights.

We will also be raising the problem of
gridlocked  traffic  blocking the
crassings for cyclists.




Arsenal
From Gavin Killip

Arsenal Football Club have submitted
new plans for their 60,000-seater
stadium and associated development
of the existing stadium and new
councit depot on Eden Grove. The
new plans are substantially the same
as the first proposal, although they are
now saying that Holloway Road and
Caledonian Road tube stations would
remain open on match days.

ICAG had seven objections to the
original plans on the grounds that the
scale of the development and
proposed car parking provision would
generate {oo much traffic on already
congested inner urban roads. We will
be saying the same thing again, taking
into .account the small changes in
detail.

For more information contact
Arsenal's consultants;

Hepher Dixon - 020 7353 0202

or emaii
arsenalonthemove@hepherdixon.co.uk

For an overview of issues raised by a
range of local people, see the website
of the!simgtoniStadlum Community -
Alliance at;

http:ffwww.RedCard.org.uk .- -

North London
Cycle Map Project

From Alison Dines

The LCC has funding from Transport
for London to help TfL produce some
cycling maps.

Having updated the central London
map they will also be doing a new one
of north London. They would like our
help In recommending routes within
the borough that are not recognised
cycle routes or part of the LCN but
that we use & feel would be helpful,
especially for a more cautious user
e.g. someone laden with shopping or
a bike carrying a child,

If you use a route that you think would
be suitable andfor you'd like to get
involved with this project (which may
have quite a tight deadline) please let
me know.

Alison Dines
Tel: 020 7226 5427
e-mail: alisondines@clara.co.uk

From LCC Office ..

Gillespie Park Festival

Sunday 9th September 2001

2 - 6pm In Gillespie Park

Entrance through the Ecology Centre,
191 Drayton Park N5 or from Gillespie
Road, N5 both by Arsenal tube

Once again ICAG will being having a
stall in this very popular local event. If
you would like to help on the stand
please let me know. Or if you've been
meaning to come along to one our
events to meet other ICAG members
& haven't managed to yet..why not
take this opportunity! Look forward to
seeing you there!

Lapsed LCC members

Like to help remind !siington people
that their LCC membership has
lapsed?! If so, LCC will be doing a
ring-round of lapsed members on
Tues  4th September  6-Spm
and would appreciate our heip. Please
contact Duncan Exley at the LCC
office on:

020-7928-6112

or email

duncane@lcc.org.uk

ICAG Festival Of Cycling
Apology by Dean Leigh (Editor)

Due to lack of space in this newsletter
I have posted text and pictures at:
www.lcc.org.uk/branches/Islington/

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Raileard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

corner  of
Rd, N19

Sunnyside FEcology Gardens:
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
{except August and December). 7~ 9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£] (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on - the
second Wednesday of every month.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along. o

Agenda  items for meetings - sheuld
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the -
Saturday before the meeting. .

1 TF YOU CAN’E WAIT for the next issue of -

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe w the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. k aiso provides subscribers with
the opportunity fo give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up,

Islington Cyclist by Email
IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist - but don't live in the borough

and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc, to dean.leigh@biconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2FS. Photocopying by Camelot Courier Training. © Islingtor Cyclists’ Action Group 2001
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Pathways to the Future
From Alison Dines

Londen 21

Sustainability Network Conference
Saturday 9 June 2001

10am to 4pm

Goldsmiths College,

Lewisham.

The Londen 21 Sustainability Network
("London 21") is a network of people
and organisations engaged in Local

Agenda 21 or other sustainability

initiatives in London.

For details see their website at:
www.london21.org

or contact

London 21 Conference Organiser,
C/o Sustainable London Trust,

7 Chamberlain Street,

NW1 8XB

Velo-city 2001
From Alison Dines

Velo-city 2001 the world's biggest
cycle planning conference in
Edinburgh & Glasgow

17-21 Sept 2001.

For more details contact:
Erl Wilkie

Tel: 0141 287 9039

Or see their website at:
www.velo-city2001.org

On 4th April | was telephoned at work
by an Assistant Editor at the |G asking
for a correction to our members
because the IG did carry a report on
22nd Feb! (Yes, Islington Cyclist is
read at the [G.) | agreed to post a
correction on the e-list and in writing in
the next insert in London Cyclist.

| was supplied with a copy of the
relevant page of IG for 22nd Feb. On
p17 there is a big report with roughly a
column of print and twophotographs
headlined 'Tribute to man killed by hit-
and-run driver'. The surprising feature
is that nowhere in this report does it
say that Duncan Glasse was riding a
bike at the time of the collision!

I have no doubt that | saw this report
before other news reports and
assumed he was a pedestrian.

There was also a possibility of him
being in a car because it says at the
end "We heard the sound of glass
shattering and the impact of the cars
colliding.” it doesn't surprise me that |
took no notice of this as a cycling-
related incident and no one eise read
it as such!

Still I am obliged to admit the IG did
report this death.

where and is thus typical of reports of
cycle collisions in local papers.

The 1G and H&I usually carry a report
of the inquest on any deceased cyclist
in Islington but there may be no
follow-up for injury cases.

It is a matter of experience o me that
inquest reports in newspapers are
also inadequate.

The only way you/we find out what
happened is to take a morning off
work and attend the inquest to hear all
the details.

Cyclist death at Dartmouth Park
Hili.
From Adrian Williams

I put messages about the fatal
collision on 15th Feb on the ICAG
emall list and in the last Islington
Cyclist saying there was no report in
the Islington Gazette. No one in ICAG
corrected me. Perhaps no one on this
list reads the paper, but read on.

Serious injury to cyclist at
Highbury Corner/Upper St.
From Adrian Williams

The |G for 5th April reported (p2) g 12-
year-old boy in collision with a trailer
in Upper S8t sustaining a fractured
skull and leg. Upper St was blocked
for 4 hours {on a day of a Tube strike)
and the boy went to the Royal London
Hospital where his condition was later
described as not life-threatening.

There is no detail of smallflarge/semi-
trailer or where exactly it happened. In
short the report is inadequate for
understanding what happened or

Dangerous Driving.
From Adrianr Williams

The Islington Gazette of 17th May {p4)
carries a report of a court case
(Snaresbrook) about a plainclothes
police officer riding a bicycle in
Islington Park St when he was
allegedly on the receiving end of
dangerous driving.

After he pointed this out to the driver
the driver cbstructed him on the road,
and went beycond abuse to grabbing
him round the neck.

In court the driver (from Tottenham)
denied everything and was acquitted
of all offences.

This report is good on details
compared to the cycle collision reports
but it leaves me wondering.... if a
police officer on a bike can't convince
a jury of dangerous driving what
chance have we got?




Midsummer Bike Festival

Saturday
16th June
2-6 pm
Islington Ecology Center

Corner of Gillespie Road and Drayton Park, N5
1 minute from Arsenal Tube
Organised by:

Islington Cyclist Action Group (ICAG)
A branch of the London Cycling Campaign

Events will include:
Dr Bike
Get your bike checked over for free
Obstacle course
Show off your riding skills ...or not!
Local bike ride
Enjoy your neighbourhood on a bike
ICAG stall

Find out what were doing to make cycling in Islington better for
everyone and how you can help

Live music
Some of the finest acoustic music you'll hear all summer

Plus raffie, refreshments and more!
For more information contact Gavin Killip on 020 7607 1950

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow” a ride on your best friend’s!

Retun to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—6p.m.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comer of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Homnsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
{except August and December). 79,30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG meets at Islington Town Hall on the
second Wednesday of every month,

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for meetings should
reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the
Saturday before the meeting.

I YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of

Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope - come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist —but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyclist-subscribe(@yahoogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

Please send any letters, articles, elassified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to dean. leigh@biconnect.com or write to:
The Editor, islingion Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N3 2HS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islingion Cyclists® Action Group
| 2004




7 vl

6

The newsletter the Islington CycliS’Action Group

ICAG is the Islington group of the London Cycling Campaign, campaigning on cycling issues in Islinéton and providing a local focus for LCC members.
LCC members in Islington are automatically members of ICAG.

Issue 27 April/May 2001
Cyclist Death City Cyclist Thus if we had a small pool of 610 9
From Adrian Williams From Doug Angus people to call on each person would

On February 15th at 8-40 arm Duncan
Glasse, aged 47 from Dalmeny Road,
was struck from behind by a car while
cycling up Dartmouth Park Hill.

The car then hit a stationary car and
the two occupants ran off. The cyclist
died next-day in the Roval Free
Hospital.

The driver later reported to a police
station and was bailed. The inquest
will take place at St Pancras
Coroner's Crt after police
investigations are complete.

This information is taken from the
Camden New Journal and the
Highbury & Islington Express. The
Islington Gazette has not reported this
death..

There has been more information in
the CNJ with a focus on the lack of
traffic calming on this road which is a
boundary between Camden and
Islington. Traffic calming is expected
to start soon.

Update
From Dean Leigh

Source:
Islington Gazette
Thursday 22nd March 2001

An article in this issue reports that
roads on the Islington side of
BDartmouth Park Hill may soon have a
20 mph speed [imit to bring them in
line with roads on the Camden side of
the hill.

Labour Councillor Janet Burgess has
written to Islington Council fo try to
persuade it to reduce the speed limit
on its side of the hill

The LCC City group has had its
second meeting and is now looking at
cycle parking {or lack of it) in the City
and route planning, especially
connecting up facilities already in
place.

We are particularly interested in
hearing from people who cycle
tofthrough the Clty on a regular basis
and what your suggestions are.

Please email them to:
leccity-owner@yahoogroups.com
with your name and your borough or
send them to:

I.CC City Group

cfo London Cycling Campaign

228 Great Guildford Business Square
30 Great Guildford Street

London

SE1 0HS.

The next City meeting will be on;
20 April at 12:30
venue tha, all welcome.

only be needed 2 or 3 times per year .
for 40 or fewer minutes of effort. Not a
lot to ask really.

Could you be one of that group? The
newsletter stuffing is every two
months at 1.CC's office, just south of
Southwark Bridge.

The great thing is, you don't need to
know anything about cycling or
campaigning but can still perform a
useful role, So if you do have a couple
of hours a year to spare please email:

icag-lcc@yahoo.co,uk:

or ring Dou_g on 7354 5832

Get Stuffed
From Doug Angus

It's been scientificaily proven that the
Islington Cyclist stuffing takes 2
person hours, This gives:

No. of | Stuffing Result
people | time

1 2 hours misery

2 1 hour satisfaction
3 40 mins pleasure

4 30 mins foy

4+ 120/4+ mins | overkill

S0 as you can see, about 3 people is
probably the optimal number per
stuffing which at 6 stuffings/year gives
18 person-stuffings.

Festival of Cycling, 16 - 24 June
From Gavin Killip

The annual nationwide cycling
Jamboree is in the third week of June.
ICAG are planning two events.

The ever-popular Bike Breakfast will

take place at the Colebrooke Row

crossing of City Road on Wednesday

- 20 June from 7.30 am with free hot

drinks and buns for cyclists and a free
malntenance check for your bike.

ICAG are also organising a
Midsummer Bike Festival from 2 - 6
p.m. on Saturday 16 June at the
Islington Ecology Centre an Gillespie
Park.

There will be bike maintenance,
obstacle course, family rides on quiet
streets and off-road, stalls,
refreshments, five music and much
more.

For more information or if you would
like to volunteer to help on the day,
please call Gavin on 7607 1950.




Junctions Campaign update
From Gavin Killip

It was almost too cold to count straight

when we did the traffic count at
Highbury Corner in February. But
eight hardy souls turned out to do the
work, and the preliminary number-
crunching has been done.

Anyone who uses Highbury Place
may.be interested to know that 29% of
all vehicles on this stretch of road
were bikes

There is lots of demand for high
guality cycle facilities, but the sad truth
is that the cycle route simply ends at
the roundabout.

Highbury Corner in general seems io
be a popular route for commuters,
with far more people heading into
central London in the morning than
going north,

A small minority of cyclists take to the
pavemeni in order 1o avoid the
roundabout altogether,

These facts and figures will be
included in a report aver the coming
months to present as strong a case as
possible for improvements,

if you would like to add your
comments on Highbury Corner or cn
the other targeted junction (Holloway
Road/Tollington Road/Camden
Road/Caledonian Read), piease
contact:

Gavin on 7607 1950.

For the latest news, fock at (SCA's
informative website:

www.redcard.org.uk

or contact Gavin on 7607 1950.

General ICAG Enquiries

We've set up a new email address for
general ICAG enquiries:

icag_lcc@yahoo.co.uk

if you have the old address in your
address book, please change it now
as the old address will be closed
shortly.

Arsenal Football Club's proposals
From Gavin Kiflip

ICAG has joined the Islington Stadium
Community Alliance.

The Isiington Stadium Community
Alliance is a loose affilfation of
community groups, businesses and
individuals opposed to Arsenal
Foothall Club's plans for a new
stadium, conference cantre, hotels,
shops, flats, restaurants.

The objections are not about football,
they're about massive over-
development of an already congested
inner urban area.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sanday fortnight.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to *borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6p.m.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sumyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 4th weds of each month
{except August and December). 7—9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip (7607 1950).
£! (50p_un_waged) per s_es;i_on _toward_s Ccosts,

Meeting Dates Sl

sl b Icr:m,J\ c—u@& ol lec
ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall. PR
The next two meetings are 11th April and
Sth May from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come

along.
E-

Agenda items for meetings - -should

reach Alison Dines (0207 226 5427) by the -

Saturday before the meeting,

ICAG Email List

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe 1o the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news lo
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and ~ we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and we'll
set you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the borough
and so don't get a paper copy — you can now
receive our newsletter electronically.

All you need to do, is send an email to
islingtoncyelist-subscribe@yahcogroups.com
and you will be automatically added to the
circulation list.

2001

Please send any letiers, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. to dean.leigh@biconnect.com or write to!
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group
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Highbury Corner Cycle Count
From Chris Ashby

Despite having one of London's
earliest and busiest cycle routes,
starting/ending at Highbury Corner,
that's about ail the help cyclists get
there, Most of the time cyclists are ieft
trying to negotiate a stinking, nolsy
and dangerous tangle of traffic.

This conflict had gone on unnecessar-
ity for too long ~ cyclists deserve better

than this. Various people have pro- -

posed solutions that will help both cy-
ciists.and pedestrians negotiate this
crazy gyratory. Not everyone agrees
on the best way forward. However,
most people think that something
should be done and done soon.

In February ICAG is conducting a
survey of all vehicles using Highbury
Corner during the rush hour. When
this information has been analysed
hopefully a scheme can be designed
that will benefit and prioritise those
who do least damage to the
environment as they move around
London.

And not before time.

* advanced stoplines, traffic calming

« ageneral reallocation of road
space

+ calls for some new cycle lanes
(though these need to be

+ finalised).

More information can be had from the
Council or from NGAG's website:
http:/fiwww.well.com/user/derb/ngag/
which also contains contact details,

Newington Green Scheme
From David Solomon

Islington Council's Interim Transport
Plan for 2001/2 addresses transport
and {some) specifically cycling issues,
it also contains detalls of a local
scheme that caught ICAG's eye: the
transformation of the traffic gyratory at
Newington Green into a non-gyratory.

The plan originated with a group of
local residents, the Newington Green
Action Group (NGAG).

it involves a part-pedestrianisation of
the area which borders the

borough of Hackney.

Features particularly of interest to cy-
clists are:

Liaisons Dangereuses
From David Solormon

The Llaison Meetings between ICAG
and representatives of the Council
have run into choppy waters recently.
On December 4th, ICAG delegates
were to meet with Tony Smediey of
the Planning and Transportation
Department together with representa-
tives from the Project Centre {the
Council's consultancy).

These mestings have run at roughly 6-
weekly intervals since their inception in
October 1899 with an increasing num-
ber of short-notice cancellations from
the Council.

When we heard on the day itself that
this meeting too was to bse cancelled
because Mr. Smedley (the Council's
decision maker) could not be present,
it was the last straw and ICAG
suspended its attendance at these
meetings forthwith.

But this was not simply an attack of
pique: the repeated cancellations

are just the symptom, if & highly
inconvenient one for ICAG's voluntary
delegates! At its December mesting,
ICAG considered the illness: an in-
creasingly evident lack of commitment
to cycling issues on the part of the
Council.

it was agreed that the liaison meet-
ings, while still potentially fruitful for
promoting cycle schemes etc. should
only be resumed under new conditions
and, hopefully, the watchful

aye of some of Islington's more cycle-
friendly councillors and politicians.

This remedy is shortly to be put to the
Council in the form of a letter which
sets out some of our discontents: the
Council's unacceptably slow or stalled
progress on many schemes (e.g. cy-
cle-stands, maps, counts, blackspot
list). its non-attendance at certain
mestings, its failure to keep ICAG in-
formed and its lack of clarity on some
cycling aspects of the Interim Trans-
port Plan (ITP).

Regular readers will recall that ICAG's
input to the ITP for 2001/2 was ac-
tively sought by the Council, The pos-
sibility of its withdrawal from the next
one — as well as the liaison meetings —
therefore lends some weight to our
requests. These also include a summit
meeting and the reinstatement of the
post of Cycling Officer at the Council.

Watch this space for the Council's
rasponse, and further develop-
ments.....

Woe say hello they say goodbye
From Dean Leigh

Hello to me, Dean Leigh, an Islington
cyclist (car owner, public transport
user) and now editor of the ICAG
newsletter. As the previous issue
explained Doug Angus, who has tire-
lessly produced this newsletter for
many years now, will now be
concentrating on cther issues for
ICAG. We all would like to thank him
very much for all his hard work.

Hello also to Alison Dines, also an |s-
lington cyclist and ICAG treasurer,
who will be replacing David Solomon,
who after a years hard work as
borough co-ordinator is stepping
down. We all would like to thank him
very much for so successfully moving
ICAG forward, and good luck Alison.




Junctions Campaign updaie
From Gavin Killip

We conducted a successful count of
traffic at the junction of Holloway
Road/Camden Reoad/Caledonian Road
in November. The data is being ana-
lysed and we have taken video foot-
age to show the hair-raising conditions
facing cyclists on the westbound arm
of this nasty junction.

The count at Highbury Corner is set
for mid February, with nine volunteers
taking part. ICAG and the LCC central
office are purchasing additional
hand-held counters, so that we can
record ail the traffic flows on the
roundabout. These counters will then
be available for campaigners
London-wide, as well as enabiing
ICAG to do further counts on
borough-controlled roads.

Getting data on traffic is crucial for
getting funding for improvements, as
the civil servants who hold the purse
strings need numbers for their spread-
sheets,

Arsenal Football Club's proposals
From Gavin Killip

Arsenal's plans for a new 60,000-
seater stadium at Ashburion Grove (by
Drayton Park) are the biggest thing to
hit Islington for a long time. Their pro-
posals take up three CD-ROMs and
they have 29 separate consultants
working for them.

ICAG has raised several objections to
the plans (see below). In summary,
the proposals are for a three-phase
set of schemes:

1. Move the Council's waste depot and
offices from Ashburton Grove to
Lough Road as well as somehow re-
accommodating existing businesses
an the Ashburton Grove site.

As part of this, Arsenal plan a high-
density development along Eden
Grove, with flats, restaurants, a hotel,
community health centre and space
for businesses.

A new road is proposed to link Cale-
donlan Road to Holloway Road along
the south side of the main line
railway out of King's Cross.

2. Build a new stadium complex at
Ashburton Grove - a 60,000-seater
stadium with hotel and conference
facilittes and some student housing.

3. Convert the existing Highbury sta-
dium into over 500 flats.

ICAG objects to the plan on the
grounds that it will generate significant
additionat private motor traffic on a
daily basis and cause an unacceptably
high level of inconvenience fo local
people on match days. Our seven
specific objections are given below:

Objection 1: Parking provision in the
new stadium would generate exces-
sive motor traffic.

Objection 2: Parking provision in the
proposed development of Eden Grove
would generate excessive motor traf-
fic,

Objection 3: Parking provision in the
redevelopment of the existing stadium
woulld generate excessive motor traf-
fic.

Objection 4: Proposals for visiting
coaches would increase danger to
vuinerable road users. Visiting
coaches are intended to be parked in
Market Road-during matches.

Objection 5: Inadequate provision for
cycle-friendly, infrastructure and .
other measures to promote sustain-
able travel options to the proposed
new stadium complex.

Objection 6: Closure of two adjacent
stations on match days would mean
no Tube access for a large area.

Objection 7: Large lorry movements
on narrow roads around the proposed
new waste plant would increase the
danger to vulnerable road users.

There is stiil a long way to go before
any decisions are made, and ICAG
intends to submit further comments
once we've had time to digest the
information.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — 11 and 25 February,
11 and 25 March.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. st Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return 1o Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6p.m.
For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409),

Sunnyside FEcology Gardens: comner of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, NI19
{off Hornsey Rise). 28 February and 28 March,
7-930pm,

Contact Gavin Killip {7607 1950).
£1 {(50p unwaged) per session towards costs.

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall.

The next two meetings are 14 February and
14 March from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

It you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda  items for meetings should
reach  Alison Dines (7226 5427 or
solomon{@mth.kcl.ac.uk) by the Saturday be-
tore the meeting.

ICAG Email List

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk and we'll set
you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the bor-
ough and so don't get a paper copy — you can
now receive our newsletter electronically.

Simply email icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.nk
asking to subscribe and we'll put you on the
circulation list.

Group 2001

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. to dleigh@neteomuk.co.uk or write io:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 13a Beresford Road, Highbury, N5 2HS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training, © Islington Cyclists’ Action
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December 2000/January 2001

ICAG to Participate in Junctions’ Campaign

THE LCC'S CAMPAIGNS Sub-Committee
launched the idea of a London—wide campaign
earlier this year to iry and improve specific
junctions across London.

By focusing on problem junctions, the cam-
paign--aims 1o -make improvemenis on. the
ground and it {aps into the local knowledge
and energies of borough groups like ICAG. It
also offers us the chance to leamn a few new
skills with support from the central LCC of-
fice. ICAG responded favourably to the idea
‘back in the summer..

Although we are now ofﬁclaliy 2 bit- behmd
schedule, there is plenty of ume Eo catch up

~-tions to work on.

* Now ~ Jan 2001: Conduct counts at se-
lected junction(s).

* Jan — Feb: Compile information {count
information, accident data etc).

* Mar — Aprl: Analyse and propose im-
provements.

+ June: Feed Islington’s work into a Lon-
don-wide document.

The idea is to analyse cycle use and research
accident statistics in order-to get a very accu-
rate picture of each junction as it is currently
laid out. We then plan to develop proposals for
improvements to put before the relevant
authorities — the Council and the new Trans-
port for London.

This work in Islington and other boroughs
could help influence the GLA’s policy on how
best to promote cycling, and it may also point
to recurring themes that are problematic for
cyclists across the whole city. Other LCC
groups across London have already selected
over 30 junctions to be part of the campaign,

working on the same principles as those pro-
posed for Islington.

At the November ICAG meeting we agreed
to work on two junctions. The first one is
Tollington  Road/Holloway Road/Camden
Road/Caledonian Road (right by Waitrose on
Holtoway Road). This junction is something of
a nightmare, with dangerous traffic light
phases {recently made even worse), a four-lane
one-way sireet and excessive speeding. Over
the years there have been a number of minor
accidents recorded, especially ‘shunts’ where
cars hit bikes from behind.

The second junction we have chosen is

2" Highbury Corner. This is one of three major’

roundabouts in the borough and the one we felt
was - easiest to tackle — hopefully setting a
precedent for the others (Archway and Old
Street). A number of community groups in
Islington support the idea of closing the south-
ern arm of the roundabout at Highbury Corner
and making accessible the green space in the
centre. It is, therefore, a good opportunity to
work with other groups and to broaden the
campaign to include issues about public open
space as well as cycle safety, Outside the City
of London, Islington is the London borough
with the least amount of green space. A suc-
cesstul campaign might bring the grass and
trees back into use as a small park.

All of this will require a fair bit of work, and
we are looking for velunteers to help out. We
particularly need people to give up a couple of
hours between now and February in order to
help with counts at the chosen junctions.

A two-hour count at a crossroads-type junc-
tion would require four counters working in
shifts {each person (o do an hour). A compli-
cated roundabout like Highbury Corner would

probably need 6 — 8 people. Counts would be
conducted between 7.30 ~ 9.30 am. with an
optional evening count {5.00 -- 7.00 p.m.) if we
get enough volunteers. Counters would also
need to attend a briefing session for about an
hour a few days before the count itself.

As well as counting cyclists’ movements at
junctions, the campaign will require people to
undentake the folowing roles:
= Photography — someone to take pictures of

any problems we identify at the junctions.

= - - Junction inventories — someone to describe

* quite carefully the anatomy of each junc- -

tion (road mgns, irafﬁc hghts pavemcm_.

“build-outs efc)” -

* Press liaison — someone to tell the iocal
papers what we’re doing in the context of
the London-wide campaign.

* Research — as the campaign develops, we
will need to Jook at issues such as accident
statistics in order to build up a case for
making improvements on the ground.

* Liaison with other community groups —
yes, this is primarily about cyclists’ needs,
but there may be opportunities to enlist the
support of other groups in Islington (Is-
lington Alert, Islington Society, Pedestri-
ans’ groups, disability groups etc). We
would benefit from their input into ideas
for improvement and it may help ICAG’s
work elsewhere to make stronger links
with other groups.

If you think you might like to help with

counting or with any of the other jobs in this

list, please contact Gavin on 7607 1950 or
email gavin(@gkillip.fsnet.co.uk

Islington Cyclists’ Forum

THE FOURTH OF our six-monthly Forum
meetings fook place on 24 November at the
Islington Ecology Centre. Six ICAG members
were present in their usual roles as organisers
and facilitators. The eleven invitees who at-
tended comprised Clirs. George Allan and
Rupert Perry together with nine representatives
of groups ranging from Sustrans and LCC
(central and boroughs) to local developers and
a health trust.

After introductions, an agenda of mutual in-
terest was quickly established. The issues se-
lected for discussion were: Regenera-

tion/Development Schemes, Links with other
Transport, Cycle Parking, Cycling Safety,
Enforcement of Cycles Lanes and Out-
reach/Cycle Training,

Two hours of lively, inclusive debate fol-
lowed, establishing several links between par-
ticipants with common interests. Such links are
the Forum’s main aim and were reflected con-
cretely in a list of fourteen agreed action
points, some of which are: future contacts
between ICAG and the various developers of
Archway, Finsbury Park. SRB and Arsenal’s
new stadium; co-ordination between Sustrans,
LCC and Cllr. Perry on cycling ‘through-
routes’; better publicity by ICAG and LCC

central of council hotlines for reporting pot-
holes etc.

The meeting closed at 4.30 p.m. with agree-
ment for a fifth Forum to be held on 15 May,
2001.

ICAG Xmas Social

ALL MEMBERS AND PARTNERS are wel-
come to join us at the Alwyne Castle, St. Paul's
Road. We inlend to guillotine our monthly
meeling on 13 December in order to move on
to the pub at 8,30 p.m.

Hope to see you there.

H N
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Archway Hegeneration

A MAIOR REDEVELOPMENT scheme at
Archway has been proposed by Orb Estates,
owners of Hill House. They are looking at the
viability of a mixed use development at Arch-
way Mall and the 'Island’ site adjacent to
Archway Close, which is currently surrounded
by the Archway gyratory.

Under these proposals the gyratory would be
removed by closing the Lower Highgate Hill
section of the road (between Tollhouse Way
and Junction Road) and replacing the current
system with two-way traffic flow around the
three remaining sides.

More information on the redevelopment can
be found at www.archwaylondon.com which
gives some idea of the size and location of the
proposals under ‘Extent of Plan’.

Orb Eslates will be putting on an exhibition
some time in January, as part of a consultation
process. We would like to organise an ICAG
delegation 1o visit the exhibition and then meet
the developers to put forward our opinions.

if you live near Archway, the impact on your
daily cycling could be considerable, so please
contact David Solomon (7275 7985 or
solomon@mth.kel.ac.uk) if you want to be part
of the ICAG representations. - g

Islinglon's 1TP 2001/02 should be known by
22 Decemnber.
The next meeting is 4 December.

Ring in the New
By Doug Angus

FOLLOWING THE APPEAL for a new editor
for Islington Cyclist, I'm delighted to report
that Dean Leigh has stepped forward 1o take on
the role.

By a bizarre, arithmetical coincidence, this is
the 5™ birthday issuc as well as the silver one —
surely a good omen for the next five years!

To help Dean, we are separating the roles of
editor and distributor and I'd like to organise a
rota for newsleter stuffing. The stuffing will
be every two months and typically will not
take more than an hour or two of your time.

This is a way you can help us for which no
previous knowledge or training is required
(and I should know!). If there are enough vol-
unteers, you may only be called upon 2 or 3
times a year.

So make that New Year's resolution now —

please get in touch. My contact details are at
.the foot of this page: : s -

LCC'ARE PLANNING to re-launch a local
group in the City.

In the abséiice of a City group, a couple of
Camden group committee members met with
City planners. They were looking for ideas for
- cycle schemés — and have the funds to back
them - so they were giver some initial sugges-
tions.

Subsequently, a mesting was held at the
LCC office attended by representatives from
the neighbouring boroughs of Islington, Cam-
den and Hackney. Minutes of that meeting are
available to any interested members.

If you cycle to or through the City or live
near the boundaries please get in touch. We are
looking at a public re-launch meeting — provi-
sionally at lunchtime on Friday 9 February.

Don’t worry if you can’t make that time/date,
there are plenty of other things you can assist
with in the run up to the meeting.

"-"_cj.ityZns ‘Re-launch

CLLR. GEORGE ALLANjs currently seeking - {..

information on ‘hotspots’ for double parking
or where car-parking obstructs cycle lanes. His
idea 1s to send *flying squads’ of council traffic
wardens to enforce the yellow lines where they
exist or to put in short new stretches where
they don’t.

Please e-mail your hotspot suggestions to
David Solomon: solomon@mth.kel.ac.uk who
will co-ordinate them and pass them on to Clir.
Alizn.

Council Liaison Meeting

" THE ORDER FOR UPGRADING the St. John
Street cycle route has been approved. As part
of the brief, all parking spaces had to be re-
tained. It will be re-located to one side of the
road with a Im cycle lane on the no parking
side and a 1.5m lane in the opposite direction
outside of the parked vehicles. The com-
mencement of work is imminent.

Four options for the Old St. roundabout have
been drawn up. The roundabout has the high-
est accident rate in the borough for cy-
cles/mopeds.

The funding available from the DETR for

The Blackspot List

A LIST OF CYCLING BLACKSPOTS in
Islington is maintained by the Project Centre
(the Council’s consultants on this and other
transport matters).

‘Blackspots’ are gencrally, relatively small
items that make Hfe difficult or dangerous for
cyclists and which could be solved by a small
repair or restructuring of the road or route. For
example, poor placement of cycle track along a
short distance, badly adjusted traffic lights,
dangerous junctions where 2 simple change
could make a big difference.

Please send your blackspots to Kevan
Weaver (labelled for his attention) at
projecteentre(@compuserve.com

Note that potholes should be referred to the
Council hotline (see the following article).

The Hotline

IF YOU SPOT a patch of broken glass which
needs sweeping up, or a pothole that is dan-

gerous 1o cyclists, you should call the Council
on 7527 4814 to report it.

We’d be inlerested to know what response
you get to broken glass but for potholes the
current ruies state that the council has a duty to
repair potholes of a depth of 50 mm or greater.
Much shallower ones can cause problems for
cyclists and we are campaigning to get the
criterion changed.

EASY.PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — 3, 17 and 31 Decem-
ber, 14 and 28 January.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to *borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Haeellville Rd, N19
(off Hornsey Rise). 24 January, 7 —9.30 p.m.
Contact Gavin Killip. (7607 1950). .
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs,

Problems with Parked Cars :| rryysren

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall.

The next two meetings are 13 December and
10 January from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda  items for meelings  should
reach David Solomon (7275 7985 or
solomon{@mth kcl.ac.uk) by the Saturday be-
fore the meeting.

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG ermnail list? ‘

The Jist gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also provides subscribers with
the opportunity to give feedback and — we
hope — come up with their own ideas for
moving cycling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email 1o
icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk and we’ll set
you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the bor-
ough and so don't get a paper copy — you can
now receive our newsletter electronically.

Simply email icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk
asking to subscribe and we'll put you on the
circulation list.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, Photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to icag@precise-lid.demon.co.uk or fax 7354 5832 or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 8t, Peter’s Street N1 8J5. Phatocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. @ Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2000
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Islington Millennium Festival of Cycling in Photos

Photos courtesy of Julia Williamns and Phllhpa Ma,}or

Demonstratlon Prolects

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED by the Council to
come up with ideas for demonstration cycle
projects costing up to £35,000.

This sum is available annually, in addition to
the London Cycle Network monics, and this
year it will be spent on Advanced Stop Lines
throughout the borough.

Suggestions so far for future projects are for
contraflows to shorten routes for cycles. Some
of these suggestions would also have a traffic-
calmihg effect by narrowing the carriageway:
¢ Highbury Station Rd, N1 — Contraflow

.. route from Highbury Corner roundabout

~ as far as the one-way part of the road.
4 . Penn Rd, N7 to be returned to two-way
. working but the access for motor vehicles

remains at the north end only, as now, If

that is unacceptable then construct a con-
iraflow cycle lane in Penn Rd. Construc-
tion of cycle paths through the island in
Hillmarton Rd at the junction with Penn
Rd. The intention is to use Penn Rd and
Hungerford Rd as an alternative to heav-
ily used Camden Rd.

4 Camden Road, N7 — Segregated contra-
flow route on the NW side of the one-way
part of the road from the junction with
Hillmarton Rd to the junction with Hol-
loway Rd. An alternative would be from
the junction with Williamson St to the
junction with Warlters Rd, and with a
cannection across to Caledonian Rd.

¢  Segregated contraflow route on the SE
side of Parkhurst Rd from the junction
with Holloway Rd to the junction with
Hillmarton Rd (in conjunction with the
suggestion above).

If you have any additional ideas for demon-

stration projects please let us know.

The icing on the cake was a £50 voucher do-
nated by Mosquito Bike shop, which raise over
£40 for ICAG.

Finally, I would like to thank all involved for
their hard work and jovial spirits!

P.S. I hope to see you all there next year.

A Green and Sunny Day
By Claire Caffrey

FIVE ICAG VOLUNTEERS turned up af
Gillespie Park, to celebrate green and local
topics. A crowd of over 500 people, local MP
Jeremy Corbyn and other community leaders
enjoyed diverse entertainment including story
telling for kids and various kinds of music
from a choir to a jazz band.

We were all able to enjoy the sun as we en-
ticed people to come and talk to us about Car
Free Day on 22 September and to encourage
people to join LCC, if they were not already
members.

We had some wonderful chats with local
people and many complaints were made about
the state of cycle provision within the borough.

Most of these people have joined the email
list or have provided an address. So this has
expanded our network of people that use vari-
ous routes around the borough, thus enabling
us to campaign with a greater knowledge of the
area.

Hopefully we will be able to utilise this extra
knowledge, especially while we are able to
collaborate with the Couneil.

Second Bike Breakfast

FOLLLOWING THE SUCCESS of ICAG'
cyclists' breakfast during the Millennium Fes-
tival of Cycling, we held another on X Sep-
tember.

Not only because we enjoy doing it, but also
to support L.CC's membership drive. We know
we recruited a few people because they paid on
the spot. We also hope that those who taok
membership leaflets away with then decided to
join subsequently. We've packed away the
breakfast table and bunting for this year but
hope to run more in 2001.

Ooopsl!

DUE TO AN EDITORIAL error the last issue
of Islington Cyclist was not distributed with
London Cyclist magazine.

If you would like a copy of Issue 23, please
send an SAE to The Editor, Islington Cyclist,
68 St Peter’s Street N1 8IS or email
fcag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk with a subject
of 'Issue 23 please’ for a soft copy.




Council Liaison Meeting

REPRESENTATIVES FROM ICAG met with
Council “Officers -on 31 August, nearly four
months after the last meeting in May. Previ-
ously scheduled meetings were twice post-
poned at the Council's behest .

The installation of cycle stands is underway,
some businesses have requested stands outside
their premises.

A map showing all the road closures with
cycle gaps in the borough has been located and
will be forwarded to ICAG.

Islington's draft Interim Transport Plan (ITP)
for 2001/2002 has been submiited to the Lon-
don Mayor. Cnce the errors are corrected there
will be a print run and ICAG will be provxdcd
with a full copy.

We have agreed to a % day workshop on 19
October to go through cycling related mauers
in more dctaﬂ

The Ingatestone Dash
By DougAnguS |

ON A MID SEP’I‘EMBER Sunday, seven cy-
clists sel out by train to Essex for a social ride.
Leaving Liverpool Street we stacked the bikes
in the space provided by the tipped-up seats.
During the journey we compared notes about
the ‘queues for petrol we'd each seen on our
way 1o the station.

Alighting at Ingatestone we meandered along
the smallest of minor roads. My favourite was
the single track road with grass growing
through the tarmac. At Fyfield we had our
lunch stop courtesy of The Good Beer Guide.
After a fine meal of chips and beer we reluc-
tantly set off again to make our way back to
the train.

We managed to get entangled in Chelmstord
but still made the train at Ingatestone with a
sprint finish followed by bike carrying over the
footbridge. Mark my words — it'll be an Olym-
pic sport one day!

Left Turning Lorries
From J ohn S ivertown

AS A CYCLIST who had the misfortune 1o
end up underneath a left turning lorey T feel I
am uniquely placed to explain how it happens:

1. A stationary or slow moving lorry appears
to be going straight on or turning right.

2. You start overtaking on the inside.

3.  When you are past the point of no return
about halfway the lorry suddenly stans
turning left.

4. You swerve to the left to try and get
round the front of the lorry

5. The lorry continues to turn

6. Unfortunately when you swerve 10 the Jeft

you - automatically counterbalance ‘the

““other way.-This means as the side of the
" “lorry comes towards you find thal you are -

‘leaning against the side of the Jorry

7. You start to ‘slide :down ‘the side of the |:

‘lorry until you fall underneath the lorry.

8. - “Moral iif ‘there is one, keep well clear of |
“lorries ‘as-when they turn left they often |
- appear to be turning nght and visa versa -
‘.';_and do not wear a mask." If T:had been .
“wearing one ‘the “lorry dnver wou]d ‘not '

"_.havc hcard my scrcam. : o

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run

every Sunday forinight — 8 and 22 October, 5
and 19 November, 3 December.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overiand
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, ariwork etc. io icag@precise-ltd. demon.co.nk or fax 7354 3832 or write to:

corner of
Rd, N19

_ Ecology Gardens:
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville
(off Homsey Rise). 25 October and 22
November, 7 — 9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Killip {7607 1950}.

£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs,

Sunnyside

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall.

The next two meetings are 11 September and
& October from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
-along.

-Agenda items for meetings . should
reach  David  Selomon (7275 7985 -or
solomon@mth.kel.ac.uk) by the Samrday be-
fore the meetmg

| ICAG Emall List

JIE: YOU CAN T WAIT for the nﬁxt 1ssuc ot
'-Islmgran Cyclist then why not subscnbc o thc
ICAG email list?
The list gwes us the ability to. get news {o
“you promptly. It also gives subscribers the
opportunity to give feedback and - we hope -

H | come up with their own ideas for moving cy-

cling up the agenda in Istington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag@precise-Hd.demon.co.uk and we’ll set
you up.

Islington Cyclist by Email

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the bor-
ough and so don't get a paper copy — you can
now receive our newsletter electronically.

Simply email icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk
asking to subscribe and we'll put you on the
circulation list.

The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 St. Peter’s Street N1 8J5. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. ® Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2000
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Islington Millennium Festival of Cycling in Photos
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Demonstration Projects

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED by the Council to
come up with ideas for demonstration cycle
projects costing up to £35,000.
This sum is available annually, in addition to
the London Cycle Network monies, and this
year it will be spent on Advzaced Siop Lines
throughout the borough.
Suggestions so far for future projects are for
coniraflows to sherten routes for cycles. Some
of these suggestions would also have a traffic-
calming effect by narrowing the carriageway:
¢ Highbury Station Rd, N1 - Contraflow
route from Highbury Corner roundabout
as far as the one-way part of the road.

¢ Penn Rd, N7 1o be retumned to two-way
working but the aceess for motor vehicles
remains af the north end only, as now. If
that is unacceptable then construct a con-
traflow cycle lane in Penn Rd. Construc-
tion of cycle paths through the island in
Hillmarton ‘Rd at the junction with Penn
Rd. The intention is 10 use Penn Rd and
Hungertord Rd as .an a]tcrnatwe to heav-
ily used Camdcn Rd. ' '

¢ Camden Road N7 = chregaled contra-
flow route on the NW side of the one- way
part of the road :from the junction with
Hillmarton :Rd to the junction with Hol-
Ioway ‘Rd. ‘An alternative would be from
the Ju_nct;on with Williamson St to the
junction with Warlters Rd, and with a
connection across to Caledonian Rd.

¢  Segregated contraflow route on the SE
side of :Parkhurst Rd from the junction
with-Holloway Rd 1o the junction with
Hillmarton -Rd .(in conjum.tlon w1th the
suggestion above) '

stration pro ects Iease ]et us know‘

If you have any additional ideas for dcm0n~

20 mph for London Campaign

ICAG will be writing to, Meg Hillier, otr
Greater London ‘Authority member asking her
to push for a 20 mph speed limit in Islington
and the rest of London.

The aim is reduce the number of road deaths
and injuries to cyclists and pedestrians and to
provide a provide an environmen! conducive
to cycling that slower traffic speeds would
bring.

Finsbury Park Regeneration

AN EXHIBITION SHOWING ideas for im-
proving the environment of the Finsbury Park
area will be held at the Town Hall on Upper

Street sometime ‘in August ‘(date ‘to be. con-
firmed) and at the Friends of Finsbury Park .
Festival on Sunday 20 August (which will be -

held in Finsbury: Park: itself). ‘Give them your

comments and help. identify pI'OjEC[S for the 6_". L

year regeneranon programme. o

corner of i

Sunnyside Rd. and Hazellvr]le R4, N19 -
(off Hornsey Rrsc) Septembcr, _
7-930pm.

Contact Gavin Killip ( (7607 1950)
£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs,

Islington Ecology Centre: 191 Drayton Park ..
and -
6 September, 7 — 8.45 p.m. In assomauorr wrth :

N5 - (by Arsenal *tube). 2 August

Chamberlaine’s and Bikefix.,

Call Islington Ecology Centre for detarIs (7354_

5162} o
_£1 (5 Op unwagcd) pcr sessmn towards costs. :

tle Green FlldeDates |

EASY—PACED R[DES of around 30 miles Tun
every Sunday fonmght =13 and 2_7 August '

'10 and 24 Septcmber, 8 October. :

Islmgton Cychst by Emall

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to *borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—6pm.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409),

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall.

The next two meetings are 9 August and
13 September from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

CcAgenda  items  for
teach David Solomon

meelings  should
(7275 7985 or

__soIomon@mih kel.ac.uk) by the Saturday be-
“fore the meetmg '

| 1F YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
: _Islmgton Cyclist then why not subscnbe to the

ICAG email list? :
o The ist gives us s the abrhty to get news to

you promptly. It also gives :subscribers the

opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for movmg cy-
cling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an cma;l fo
icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk and we’!] set

you up

IF YOU'VE ENJOYED reading this issue of
Islington Cyclist — but don't live in the bor-
ough and so don't get a paper copy ~ you can
now receive our newsletter electronically.
Simply email icag@preeise-ltd.demon.co.uk
asking to subscnbe zmd we'll put you on the
crrcuIatron list. :

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, pha!os, cartoons arnvork ete, to Jcag@precwe—ltd demon.couk or fax 7354 5832 or wrile to:
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 St. Peter’s Street N1 8JS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2000
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. OF EYELINZE
IN ISLING TON

Sunday 18 June

& Feeder R;de to the Cyclists' Picnic in Finsbury Park via local cycle routes. Meet outside the
swimming pool entrance, Highbury Fields at 11.30 a.m. (Contact David — 7275 7985).

& Cyclists' Plcnlc. Meet in Finsbury Park near the café by the pond at 12 p.m. Includes Dr Bike
‘(a free roadworthiness check for your bike and advice on any repairs needed) and a bike ride on
the Parkland Walk. Bring food, drinks & games. (Contact David — 7275 7985).

Tuesday 20 June

& Bike Breakfast from 7.15 a.m. Junction of City Road, Goswell Road and Colebrooke Row.
Free breakfast to anyone on a bicycle. Bike checks available courtesy of Mosquito Bikes.

(Contact Alison — 7226 5427).

Wednesday 28 June

& Self-help bicycle workshop from 7 p.m. at the Sunnyside Community Gardens, corner of
Sunnyside Road & Hazelville Road. £1 (50p unwaged). (Contact Gavin — 7607 1950).

Cycling Forum Makes New Political Links

THE SECOND Islington Cycling Forum took
place on 16 May at Whittington Park Commu-
nity Centre. The six-monthly forum brings
together different agencies and activists in-
volved in improving conditions for cycling and
tackling more general transport issues.

With four local politicians present — two
Councillors, one MP and our newly elected
Greater London Assembly (GLA) constituency
member, Meg Hillier — the debate focused very
usefully on how London’s new political land-
scape is changing. A new agency, Transport
for London (TfL.), will be responsible for bus

and trunk routes in the capital, and the need for
coherent, integrated road schemes is clearly of
prime imporiance. If TIL can work effectively
with individual boroughs and on cross-
borough routes, then we may see evidence of
‘joined up government’ in the form of more
sensible road schemes. Ensuring that GLA
members understand these issues — and the
intimate link between transport and land-use
planning — is part of the process.

The coming of the Mayor and the GLA have
been viewed as a kind of Holy Grail for some
time, with many different communities of in-

terest pinning their hopes for a brighter future
on the new democratic structures. It’s obvi-
ously early days yet, and the GLA itself
doesn’t start work until early July. But the
combination of GLA and the Cycling Forum
means that local transport issues are being
discussed directly between Islington agencies
and policy-makers at different levels for the
first time. This in itself is some cause for cele-
bration.

If you would like fo attend the next Forum
meeting in November, contact ICAG and we
will add you to the mailing list.




Planning Workshop Update

SINCE OCTOBER 1999, ICAG has been in-
volved'in a series of planning workshops with
Islington Council. The last Islington Cyclist
explained the framework "and some of the
points for discussjon. At the workshop on the
8 May several ongoing issues and a couple of
new ones were debated. .
Among the older issues were the cycle
counts for which ICAG had agreed fo provide
some volunteers. However, the count sched-
ules.produced by the Council appeared far too
onerous for a voluntary organisation such as
ourselves. A compromise was reached: ICAG
W_ili perform fewer counts and Kevan Weaver
(the Council’s planning consultant) will pro-
vide “iraining. Counting volunteers are still
sought, so please contact Gavin Killip (7607
1950 ‘{eve.) or gavin@gkillip.fsnet.co.uk) if
you can spare.an hour or iwo, '
~In.September 1999, four Islington LCN

‘(London ‘Cycle Network) routes were audited -

‘by:the consultants Oscar Faber with additional
input from ICAG. In March, Kevan Weaver
‘had distributed the resulting list of minor im-
provements (‘signs and lines’) now being im-
plemented out of the remaining budget for
199972000. In May, Tony Smedley announced
a first draft of the list of major improvements
(junction redesigns, toucan crossings). This
will be funded partly by the current 2000/1
budget (£100 k) while the remaining (£152 k)
awaits approval and discussion with John Lee,
LCN supremo.

At the March workshop, ICAG proposed that
Islinglon participate in this year’s European
Car Free Day on 22 September. In May, the
Council declared that the target date could not
be met and that funding would be a problem.
Qur response: let’s think about September 22,
2001 and seck alternative funding (e.g. from
‘Health Action Zones’) for this event of broad
appeal.

In the last issue, we reported on the Coun-
cil’s promise to install 150 more cycle stands
in the borough. ICAG’s final draft of siting
proposals is now imminent but the Council
appears to have cold feet over funding such a
number in the first year. ICAG will endeavour
to hold them to their promise, borrowing funds
from the Council’s wnpopular Nag’s Head
scheme if necessary.

Tony Smedley announced that he had (fi-
naily) located a map of road closures in the
borough. He promised to forward it to ICAG
so that we can assess the cycle-friendliness of
the bypasses (gaps) efc.

Among new issues were the Rail Passenger
Partoership and Business Link. The latter is an
association of major businesses looking to
provide cycle facilitics around their sites with
maiching funds from Gol (Government of
London). The Council has confacts with both
of these groups. ICAG will follow develop-
ments,

Finally, with ICAG representation down,
members are encouraged to aitend mectings,
especially if they can sit regularly. Please con-
tact David Solemon first on 7275 7985,

Comments on Draft Funding Bid

IT°S THAT TIME of year again when local
authorities put together their bids for govern-
ment money to spend on cycling schemes.
Islington Council has asked ICAG to comment
on the cycling chapter of its draft Interim
Transport Plan (ITP) for 2001/2. The com-
ments we are sending them are summarised
below.

Largely because of the Council’s non-
jurisdiction over. many main roads, Islington
have concentrated on cycle fucilities on quiet
back routes. This quite quickly leads to a
rather limited world view, where cyclists gat
about on cycle routes only, even if that means
fong detours and a limited number of destina-
tions that cyclists can get to ‘safely’. ICAG
prefers a change of emphasis, We argue tha,
while quiet back-strect networks are useful to
encourage new and -less ‘confident. cyclists,
main roads should be seen as valid routes in
themselves. It would .therefore be better to
prioritise measures on -main roads, such as
advance stop. lines, rather than developing
short local links on back streets. ICAG is pro-
posing that money could usefully be spent on
advance stop lines, cycle stands (as an ongoing
programme), and reviewing gaps in road clo-
sures to make them genuinely useful to cy-
clists, We are also suggesting that they pay
more attention to sorting out existing danger
spots as reported by local cyclists. There is
also a need for much better signage on cycle
routes, and the Islinglon cycling map is long
overdue for an update.

ICAG welcomes mention of cross-borough
liaison on the 7 Stations Route in this draft
ITP. Genuine collaboration would be best
served by boroughs agreeing to implement the
route to 4 uniformly high standard, although
this is by no means ceriain to happen. The use
of different consultants in different boroughs
will not help create a seamless facility. ICAG
notes with regret that the quality of the original
proposal for the 7 Stations Route - for a high
quality, segregated route from Liverpool Street
to Paddington — is in danger of being lost. In
the 2001/2 submission talk should be of seek-
ing funds to upgrade the route o a uniformly
high standard and of co-ordinating with other
boroughs.

Perhaps the most important of the Council’s
aims in the draft document is to cater for the
"specific consideration of the needs of cyclists
in the design of all traffic management
schemes", This aim in itself would, if success-
fully implemented, make more of a positive
impact than all the cycle-specific measures
described in the document. If ail traffic
schemes were indeed designed with cyclists in
mind, this would be very welcome. In fact,
money is often spent on engineering which
makes life more dangerous and inconvenient
for cyclists (e.g. build-ouis at pedestrian
crossings, cycle routes blocked by parking
bays, which force cyclists out into the path of
following Iraffic).

ICAG members conclude that those respon-
sible for highway engineering have a very poor

underslanding of cyclists’ needs, and that cy-
ciing schemes generally are under-resourced.

Finally, ICAG welcomes the proposed col-
laboration with the Council on cycle counts,
Basic data on the numbers of cyclists is miss-
ing, which means that it is impossible to
monitor the jmpact of cycle routes and other
schemes. And since funding is dependent on
being able to monitor progress, we see this as a
first step towards more funds to improve con-
ditions on the road. ICAG volunteers cen help
the Council get round the problem of finding
resources {o gather the data.

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Supnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise). 28 June and 26 July,
7 —9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Kiltip (7607 1950).

£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs,
Islington Ecology Cenire: 191 Drayton Park
N5 (by Arsenal tube). 13 June and 11 July, 7 -
8.45 p.m. In association with Chamberlaine’s
and Bikefix.

Contact Sarah Tibbatts (7354 5162).

£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs,

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — 4 and 18 June,
2, 16 and 30 July.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best {riead’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually hee--
5—6 p.am.

For more details, contact Sue (7729 5409).

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall.

The next two meetings are 14 June and
12 July from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda ftems for meetings should
reach David Solomon (7275 7985 or
solomon@mth.kcl.ac.uk) by the Saturday be-
fore the meeting.

ICAG Email List

IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also gives subscribers the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope -
come up with their own ideas for moving cy-
cling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an emai
to icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk and we’ll
set you up. '

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, Photos, cartoons, artwork eic, to icag@precise-itd.demon.co.uk or Jax 7354 5832 or write to:

The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 St Peter’s Street N1 875, Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists® Action Group 2000
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Cyclists Swept Aside on London Bus Scheme

THE INTRODUCTION of an almost continu-
ous bus lane along Holloway Road has largely
ignored the needs of cyclists.

The bus priority schems, from Archway to
nghbury Corner, was devised by the Traffic
Director for London and is a pilot project for
the next generation of bus lanes in London.

ICAG are concerned about safety at the ma-
jor road junctions, around the bus stops and at
various pinch points (where the bus lane nar-
rows). The in-flow bus stops create perceived
and real danger for cyclists, as they are forced
to move into the path of following traffic in
order to pass buses.

The section of road between Holloway Road
tube station and Waitrose is extremely wide
and would have allowed the building of segre-
gated cycle lanes into the new, much wider
pavements. This wonderful opportunity to
provide the Nag’s Head with cycling facilities
to the high standard of those in Amsterdam
and other European Cities has been missed.

Other parts of Holloway Road are not wide
enough 1o accommodate a bus lane but are
wide enough to accominodate a cycle lane.
However, despite the fast moving traffic, only
a very short section of cycle lane is being in-
troduced.

Last year, during the consuliation for the
proposed continuous bus lane, Islington Coun-
cil and ICAG wrote to the Traffic Director for
London asking for the needs of cyclists to be
properly addressed. Detailed drawings for the
scheme were released by the Traffic Director’s
office in January, only days before work on the
scheme commenced. Consultation periods had
been reduced to the statutory minimum so that
work could be completed in advance of the
GLA elections.

Two weeks ago a woman contacted ICAG to
say that she thought that she could no longer
cycle along Holloway Road because it is now
too dangerous. However, the Government
wants 1o double the amount of cycling within

six years (against a base year of 1996) and
double it again by the year 2012,

Many cyclists have contacted the Traffic Di-
rector’s office about the scheme. The TDA.'s
office argues that the primary objective of the
scheme is to improve the .route for buses.
However, this view is incompatible with the
Government’s 1996 National Cycling Strategy,
which recommends that “an integrated ap-
proach is needed that maximises the opportu-
nities for sustainable transport modes, rather
than one mode in particular.” This was subse-
quently endorsed in the Government’s 1999
white paper A New Deal for Transport.

Jeremy Corbyn MP and George Allan, (Is-
lington Council’s Chair of Environment and
Conservation), both cyclisis, are writing to the
Traffic Director for London about the scheme.

Although Helloway Road is daunting to,
some cyclists, many prefer to use it because of
the absence of parked cars and the lack of di-
rect, aliernative routes.

Planning Workshops

IN OCTOBER 1999 ICAG was invited to
participate in its first planning workshop with
Islington Council.

Three or tour members have since met
monthly with Tony Smedley, manager of
Transport and Construction, and Kevan
Weaver of IBC’s “Project Centre’ consultancy.

The main spur for this new departure was
apparently the Council’s desire for ICAG’s
input in planning its longer term Cycling Strat-
egy. Theoretically, the latter determines the
development of Islington’s cycle route network
and similar facilitiecs. More concreiely, the
Council’s Interim Transport Plan (its annual
funding bid to central government) figures
largely in all the workshops. In October, we
reviewed the ITP for 2000/1 including bids tor
the Nag’s Head Demonstration Project and
improvements to Route 7 amongst others.

The ITP for 2001/2, due for submission this
July, will include the first-stage implementa-
tion of the Islington section of the “7 Station
Route’. (Like all facilities involving the Lon-
don Cycle Network the latter will qualify for
special ‘ring-fenced” funding).

There is a presumed ‘quid pro quo’ under-
lying these workshops: As well as reviewing
the ITP and giving input, ICAG’s part of the
bargain includes participating in activities, e.g.

providing cycle counts and a list of cycle-stand
sites (see this issue) that will undoubtedly save
the Council time and money. (This contribu-
tion is made all the more valuable to the Coun-
cil since it Jost its Cycling Officer last year). In
return, the Council has welcomed our list of
cycling blackspots, will install the cycle-stands
and listens patiently to ICAG’s criticism of
dubious projects such as the Nag’s Head.

But yes, the latter was planned before the
workshops started. And yes, the current, heav-
ity criticised implementation of the 43 bus
super-route on Holloway Road is the Traffic
Director’s responsibility, not the Council’s. So
the bargain remains largely untested.

Do the workshops, therefore, mark 2 real
change in Council attitudes, a new willingness
1o listen and act upon cyclists’ views? The
answer depends to some extent on ICAG,

While the workshops may not themselves be
evidence of such a change, they do provide an
opportunity to put our case as clearly as possi-
ble. And perhaps, just perhaps, they could
provide a lever, which, if used skilfully, could
move ideas along a little. What we really need
is for the Council to change its planning pri-
orities and accord to cycling an importance
that reflects its true potential to benefit Isling-
ton.

Help with Cycle Counts

THE INTERIM Transport Plan for 2000/1
points out the need to monitor cycle use. This
is to inform the provision of facilities and to
assess progress fowards the Councills declared
aim of a 10% modal share for cycling by 2012,

* % % Could you he our Press Dfficer??? * * %

Our current press officer is standing down which gives you the opportunity to get in-

volved with the group.

As with all ICAG roles this one is flexible, but would involve helping to prepare press
refeases and menitering local press coverage of cycling-related matters,

If anyone has these skills, or would like to acquire them, then please contact Doug
Angus for more details (020 7354 5832 or icag@precise-itd.demon.co.uk }




However, the Council alse noted a scarcity of
resources to pay for professional cycle counts.

In-a spirit of co-operation towards a common -

zoal, ICAG has agreed to supply people while
the Council supplies equipment and a list of
times and places for the counts.

* Volunteers are now needed to carry them out
before the end of May, Anyone who can spare
an hour or two to help, please contact
Gavin Killip (020 7607 1950 (eve.) or
gavin@gkillip.fsnet.co.uk).

Cycle Stands: Where needed?

While sub-standard or non-existent cycle
routes put cyclists in physical danger, our psy-
chological wellbeing is more often threatened
by the maddening absence of anywhere to park
our bikes sately while doing a spot of shopping
in Islington.

Following the Hackney group’s exemplary
cycle stand drive, ICAG has obtained a prom-
ise from Islington Council for 150 new Shef-
field-style stands in the borough. We supply
the list of sites, they install the stands. An e-
mailed request ‘for ICAG members’ site sug-
gestions resulted in a first bag that has been
collated. More suggestions are always wel-
come, particularly as the 150 stands are only
the Hirst year’s target.

To place them at your favourite locations,
contact David Solomon (020 7275 7985 or
solomon@mth.kcl.ac.uk).

Finsbury Park SRB

The Finsbury Park Partnership, which is man-
aging the Single Regeneration Budget (SRB),
is now looking at bids for the Year 2 projects.
The main project of the Transport “Theme” of
the SRB (on which ICAG is represented) is the
closure of Station Place outside Finsbury Park
station.

Architects have been asked to prepare plans
for this which will be on public display in June
and they organised walk around the area with
various representatives of the Transpori
Theme.

It anybody has any proposals about this area
that they would like to put forward, please let
me know as soon as possible as the initial re-
port is being written now. It has been stressed
that it is important to integrate cyclists into the
pedestrian area and have a cycle route through
it, as well as more cycle parking including a
secure, long term area. Alison Dines (020 7226
5427). -

Comment
Fr:o}n D Sebastian Lucas

It is sad to read again about another cycling
death on the streets of London (IC issuc 20).
You say there are no new lessons to be
learned, and most such deaths are from being
run over by a large vehicle turning left.

But you and we arc missing the obvious
point. Lorries and other large vehicles are not

JICAG Email List

going o go away from London; their drivers
are a0l usually speeding when these turning
accidents happen (lorries cannot turm that fast),
and their vision for us cyclists is poor. '

So we should not put ourselves in the posi-
tion that we can get injured: stay away from
the insides of large vehicles when left junc-
tions are coming up. I really think that we must
take responsibility for our actions, and this is a
very obvious one.

Personal note: I have commuted in London
by bike for nearly 30 years; my [irst and so far
only brush with a left-turning lorry (which
shredded my pannier bag, but Iuckily little
clse) taught me to keep in the right place, and
assume that large vehicles are always going to
turn left on me.

Adrian Williams replies:

I agree that heavy lorries are going fo stay on
the reads and we have to take account of them
at every junction. They are big enough to see
and loud encugh to hear so there is no excuse
for being surprised.

I'regard the current fashion for moving to the
front of a stationary traffic queue as the great-
est source of danger to cyclists but 1 don't have
real evidence. Advance stop lines lead cyclists
{(with or without motors) to think they have a
tight to be at the front of a queue. They thus
put themselves in danger from vehicles jump-
ing lights across their paths and from heavier
vehicles turning left without the driver seeing
them. I think they are useless without advance
traffic lights to go with them.

The safest attitude is to assume some ability
to overtake sialionary queues but not to go
right to the front and to always have an escape
route if a heavy vehicle makes an unexpected
movement. 1 have tried arguing this in a letier
to London Cyclist a few years ago but I got no
support in writing. I have ridden round inner
London for over 30 years without being
knocked off by a vehicle. That has not been
achieved by copying younger cyclists who
want to push their way to the front of traffic
queues including lorries

The attitude that cyclists should try to move
to the front has spread from motor cyclists to
pedal cyclists and spread all round the world. 1
think that pointing out the danger from lefi-
turning lorries in GB is not going to convince
many people now to avoid creeping up the
nearside and putting themselves in danger.
Any ideas to achieve that end are welcome. 1
think it will take many years and many more
deaths before enough evidence is accumulated
o show most people the dangers of advance
stop lines and moving to the front of a quene.

IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

30 LCC members in Islington have already
decided to do just that and are now able to ask
advice, make contributions to debates and find
out what's happening with cycling in the bor-

ough as it unfolds.

So how does it work? You send an email o
the group address and the message is passed to
all subscribers. Only subscribers can post mes-
sages and you also have the ability fo look at
the web-based archives to get a Havour of
what's gone before.

We are also starting to use the facility to put
documents such as minutes and consultation
responses on-line.

Worried about being flooded by emails?
Traffic is very light, averaging less than one
posting a day and if that's oo much you can
choose 1o have a digest or switch 1o web only,
That means you choose when to look at what's
been posted.

If you've read this far, it's a fair bet you're
interested, s¢ omail us right now at

icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk and we'll set
you up straight away!

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of
Sunnyside Rd and Mazellville Rd, N19
{off Hornsey Rise). 26 April and 24 May,
7930 p.mn.

Contact Gavin Killip (020 7607 1950).

£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs,
Islington Ecology Centre: 191 Drayton Park
N5 (by Arsenal tube). Wed 12 April and Tues
9 May, 7 - 845 p.m. In association with
Chamberlaine’s and Bikefix.

Contact Sarah Tibbatts (020 7354 5162).

£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.
Maintenance course: starts 24 May for §
weeks at the Islington Ecology Cenire. Suit-
able for beginners. £30/£25 concessions. For
details, contact Sarah Tibbatts {020 7354
5162).

Little Green Ride Dates

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
evety Sunday fortnight — 9 and 23 April,
7 and 21 May.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usuvally between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue on (020 7729
5409).

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall. .

The next two meetings are 12 April and
10 May from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cyeling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for meectings should reach
David Solomon (020 7275 7985 or
solomon@mth kelac.uk) by the Saturday be-
fore the meeting.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos,

cartoons, ariwork ete. to icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk or fax 020 7354 5832 or write to;
The Editor, Islington Cyclist 68 St Peter’s Street NI 818, Photocepying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2000
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Sﬁ;t_mng Support for Council's Transport Strategy

AT JANUARY'S ICAG meeting we were | Even the eighth point Introduce congestion | respondents represent a higher proportion of

pleased to welcome Steven Wood, from Is-
Hington Council, who presenied the preliminary

charging' is supported by a majority of 53%.
This is all the more encouraging when you

car owning households than the poputation at
large.

results from the recent
Making the Connections
questionnaire.

At the time the analysis
was done there had been
1,300 responses to the
leaflet/questionnaire  from
the 65,000 households and
businesses in Islington,
Although this gives a re-
sponse - tate. of -only 2%
Steven said this was not
unusual for a consultation
concerning strategy rather
than more concrete
schemnes.

Looking at the results,

Realiocallng readspace for bus

schemes end deciston [aking

0% 18% 20%

0% 40% 50% BR% 0% E0%

T ™ If you focus on re-

Suppor (or Council's vision  FEEEERams

Support for Reducing Trafis B3

lenes, cyclo lanes and pedesitians

sponses from car owning
households, you find that
support in all categories is
lower than for non car
owning households, but
that the seven points still

Osupperl
BOpposs

ENsither

] have the support of 64%

improving Public Trensport

Extending CPZs

Introduce warkplaca parking levies

Intraduco congesion choming NN

or more ot respondents,
On congestion charging,
there are 44% in favour,
40% opposed and 16%
who peither support or
oppose.
In conclusion, Steven

Involving resldents in davaloping e

i said that the results pro-

L

vide a mandate for the

there is strong support for
the transport strategy with 2/3 or more sup-
porting seven of the eight points presented.

look at the make up of the respondents. To the
questions "Do you own or have access to a
car?”, 63% said yes. Only around 40% of
households in Islington own cars, thus the

transport strategy and once
afl the remaining 100 or so responses are col-
lated they will need to be well publicised.

Islington Cycling Forum

THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the Isling-
ton Cycling Forum took place at the Islington
Ecology Centre on 19 January. Intended as a
way of bringing together a wide range of peo-
ple interested in cycling issues, the meeting
was generally judged to be a success, as engi-
neers, educationalists, local politicians, cam-
paigners, the police and road safety officers
swapped news, ideas and telephone numbers.

The Forum was first mooted by Jeremy Cor-
byn MP at last summer’s launch of ICAG’s
manifesto. It was obvious then that lots of peo-
ple are working on cycling issues locally, but
they don’t always know about what other peo-
ple are doing. The Forum is intended as a six-
monthly meeting for anyone with an interest in
cycling in Islington.

The first session had an agenda set by the
participanis. It began with a debate on broad
issues such as how best to promote cycling and
the achievability (or otherwise) of national
targets for increasing the numbers of bicycle
journeys. From there, the talk homed in on
specific local projects, such as the walking bus
at Yerbury Primary School and how to get
more cycle parking installed.

Overall, the meeting avoided the trap of be-
ing just a talking shop. Agreed actions in-
cluded looking at trying to get lottery funding
for bike maintenance and/or cycling profi-
ciency under the New Opportunities Fund's
Out of School Hours programme; co-
ordinating re-use of unwanted parts from bike
shops in Paul Standeven’s Cycles for Koso-
vans project, which has grown from strength to
strength in recent months,

ICAG volunteers again offered io help the
Council do systematic cycle counts as part of a
longer-term goal to get more funding for cy-
cling (if you can’t measure increases in cycle
numbers, you don’t get funding; if you don’t
have base-line data, you can’t measure in-
creases).

if your wish to attend the next Forum meeting
(provisional date: 16 May) or if you just want
to find out more, please call Gavin on 020
7607 1950.

Response to LCN Report

AS REPORTED in the last issue of Islington
Cyclist, ICAG has a copy of consultants Osear
Faber's report on four of the London Cycle
Network (LCN) routes in Islington, The report
was provided by the LCN project manager who
had commissioned consultanis to undertake a
quality audit of the LCN in each of the London
boroughs,

ICAG wishes to respond to the document
and have decided to ride each of the four
routes before our next meeting on 11 February,

If you would like to assist in this process
please contact the following to make arrange-
ments:

John Ackers (020 7690 7263) for L.CN route
7, Crouch End {(Hazelville Rd) to Smithfield
(St. John St)

Alison Dines (020 7226 5427) for the LCN
route Finsbury Park (St. Thomas's Road) to
Camden Town {Market Rd) .

David Solomon (020 7275 7985) for LCN
route &, Crouch End (Hatchard Rd) to Camden
Town (Hungerford Rd)

(Note: LCN route 8, Dalston (Northchurch
Road) to Clerkenwell (Margery Sf), has al-
ready been reviewed.)




Seven Stations Link

THE SEVEN STATIONS Link (SSL) is a
proposed cycle route connecting 7 rail termini.
Istington Council has produced plans for its
section between King's Cross and Liverpool
Street which have gone out to public consulta-
tion.

Representatives of ICAG, Hackney and
Camden groups all attended a recent exhibition
of the proposed route at Finsbury Library and
provided feedback to Project Centre consult-
ants who have designed Islington’s section of
the route.

The SSL is the brainchild of the Camden Cy-
cling Campaign and more details of the whole
route can be found on its web site at
www,greengas.u-net.com/SevenStns.html

Inquest On Deceased Cyclist

THE LATEST cyclist killed in Istington is
believed to have been Pinches Grossman killed
at the junction of Farringdon Rd and Clerken-
well Rd on 28 January 1999. The inquest took
place on 1 November and reports appeared in
both focal papers on 4 and 5 November, This
report adds extra detail heard at the inquest.

The cyelist lived in N4 (not LBI) and rode to
work regularly. He was on a lunchtime trip
with destination never specified. The lorry
driver got lost south of the river, came north by
accident and had difficulty finding a place to
turn around legally. He decided to turn left at
this junction: and the front of the lorry crushed
the cyclist. Massive head and internal injuries
were not detailed in court to spare the relatives
in attendance.

Witnesses contradicted each other about
which side of the lorry the cyclist was on. It
seems obvious to us as observers, and was
accepted by the court, that he was on the near-
side and was intending to go straight on. How
exactly he was hit and dragged under the lorry
will never be known. The usual discussicns
about the mirrors on the lorry took place with
talk ‘of a blind spot and the difficulty of the
driver looking ahead and to both sides at once.
The driver was accepted to be turning slowly
in a lorry that was in good working order (as
tested by the Police at Hast Finchley).

The cyclist was over 30 and the driver was
over 40, Both were believed to be in good
health and not impaired by drink or drugs.
Weather was good and there were no extra
factors at the site apart from scaflolding on a
building which obstructed visibility in some
directions but was not judged to have influ-
enced this collision. Two witnesses said the
cyclist was standing on the pedals while trying
to push himseif away from the lorry.

The driver is not due to be prosecuted for
any offence relating to this incident and there
is no apparent new lesson to be leant. Yet
another cyclist was killed in the way that most
die in central London, run over by a large ve-
hicle turning left. Verdict: accidental death.

Cycles for Kosovans
By Paul Standeven

SINCE APRIL last year [ have been running
the 'Cycles for Kosovans' project. So far, I have
repaired about 110 bikes, with some assis-
tance, for giving to Kosovan asylum-seekers in
the UK.

The project was inspired by the suffering of
people expelled with great violence from their
homeland, and who, under current UK legisla-
tion, receive food vouchers but very little
money.

The current storage space must be cleared by
10 February, due to renovations. Replacement
storage is urgently needed and also fransport to
move bikes.

A cycle trailer would also be useful for col-
lecting parts.

If you can help, please contact me on 020
7690 7134.

Covered Parking

IF YOU SEE a car with a tarpaulin over it, it
may not just be an owner protecting their vehi-
cle. It could be an illegal parking stratagem.

One such car has been in an important cycle
lane in Skinner Street, Finsbury, leaving cy-
clists to swerve dangerously into fast-moving
motor traffic.

Drivers are using this tactic because, legally,

a parking attendant may not lift the cover with-
out taking the precaution of having a witness
present to confirm that no damage is caused,
The witness has to be someone other than the
parking attendant.

Understandably, this is labour intensive so
some drivers are using the tactic to park where
they should not, thinking that they are safe
because of the organisation necessary for a
combined parking enforcement visit.

If you see a shrouded vehicle where it should
not be ring the Parking Service on 020 7477
2390 or fax them on 020 7251 4435,

More Bike Parking - but where?

THERE CAN BE few things more annoying
than when you get to your destination and find
that there is nowhere to lock your bike.

Islington Council can put in about 150 cycle
stands a year but would like you to tell them
where to locate them,

Let us know where you would like see cycle
parking facilities in the future and we will pass
the details on. Qur contact details are at the
bottom of this page.

corner of

Sunnyside Eecology Gardens:
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, NI19
(off Hornsey Rise). 23 February and 22 March,
7-9.30 p.m.

Contact Gavin Kiltip on 020 7607 1950

£1 (50p unwaged) per session towards costs.
Stop Press: A new maintenance course is
being run for the first time this year at Islington
Ecology Centre, intended for those who want
to tearn more about how the bicycle works and
how to keep it running smeothly. For details,
contact Sarah Tibbatts on 020 7354 5162,

FEASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — 13 and 27 February,
12, and 26 March.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to *borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—6pm.

For more details, contact Sue on 020 7729 .
5409,

Meetngates ——

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town
Hall. _

The next two meetings are 9 February and .
8 March from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Agenda items for ICAG’s monthly meefings
are assembled by David Solomon.

Any item that you wish to raise should reach
him by the Saturday before the meeting either
by e-mail (solomon@mth.kcl.ac.uk) or at his
home telephone number (020 7275 7985).

Please include your name and the approxi-
mate time that you think will suffice for dis-
cussion of the item. A very brief explanation of
any relevant background to the item and your
contact number/address would also help, if
they are not already obvious.

ICAG Email List j

IF YOU CAN’T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also gives subscribers the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving cy-
cling up the agenda in Islington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk with your name
and LCC membership number for verification
purposes and we’ll set you up.

Please send any letiers, ariicles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork eic. (o icag@precise-itd.demon.co.uk or fax 020 7354 5832 or write fo:
The Editor, Istington Cyelist, 68 St. Peter’s Street NI 8JS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training, © Islington Cyelists’ Action Group 2000
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cil Consulting

ERBER

Counc

ISLINGTON COUNCITL has recently launched

Making the Connections — its transport plan for
i

leaflet and pre-paid questionnaire. This leaflet
is supposed to have been delivered to all

on Borough Transport Strategy

the Council’s 24 hour answer phone hetline on
090 7477 2806.
The original date for returning

the Borough. This sets out the
{ranspori siralegy {fur the nexi ien
years with the emphasis on
sustainability - clearly of great
interest Lo cyclists, as cycling is the
second most sustainable transport

R

Do vou have the Making the Connections leaflet? If yes go to 3.
Cull 020 7477 2806 (24 hour unswer phone} HOW {u gel a copy.
Put 12 ticks on the
Post the completed auest:ormarre .

re-paid questionnaire,

ihe questionnaire was 30 Novemn-
ber, but this has now heen ex-
tended fo 10 December.

The guestionnaire needs oy 12
ticks so please complete and re-
furn it. A minute of your time now

mode after walking and the most
energy eificient,

The Council are consulting all residents and
husinesses in the Borough on the strategy via a

households in Islington but there appear to
have been some problems with the distribution,
If you have not received a copy please phone

could help set the direciion for transport in
Islington for the next ten years.

Council Workshop

By Claire Caffrey

ARGUABLY CYCLING should be at the
forefront of any transport policy, in reality this
is not always the case. A few others and I have
hit this reality after a meeting with the Council
concerning the Interim Transport Plan men-
tioned in the last newsletter,

So 1 suppose 1 should enlighten you as to
why I have this view of reality. Well, by 2012
cycling should comprise 10% of the total num-
ber of journeys in the Borough. This was our
first bone of contention; is this realistic? These
figures need to be broken down in to yearly
targets that are achievable, with actual policies
to implement these airy-fairy numbers. The
yearly target arrived at was about a 1% in-
crease every year. 'The main thing that came up
wis (lal we needed Lo have an idea of what the
current figures are in terms of cycling journeys.
What is needed is a series of cycle counts, with
which we will definitely need your help. Please
let us know if you can assist.

The other part of the discussion centred on
demonsiraiion  projecls, [or example Nags
Head, This project was mentioned in the last
newsletter with a certain amount of disdain.
The art of diplomacy was used to pass on our
concerns to the Council. Given this, we tried to
widen the scope to include the improvements
from Archway io the Angel. If any of you have
burning issues concerning this route I would
encourage vou to join us at one of the meet-
ings, or let someone know who will be attend-
ing the meeting. Any input is gratefully re-
ceived as we do have illusions towards democ-
racy.

Finally, we broached cycling black spots in
the Borough. Basically, we passed on a long
list to the engineer, so keep your fingers
crossed if you informed me of a black spot.

There is still time for you to pass on any black
spots on your regular trips, I am still accepting
any areas that you think as a cyclist are prob-
lematic. Moreover, if there have been any im-
provements do let me know.
Please contact Claire Caffrey on the ICAG

email list or ms_c_caffrey@hotmail.com or by
phone on 020 7607 1349,

LCN Consultants Report

IN RECENT MEETINGS with Council Offi-
cers, ICAG representatives had been critical
about the quality of the existing cycle routes.
We had asked questions about the minimum
standards of a route before it could be declared
to be officially part of the LCN. The LCN
design manual obviously sets some standards
but it appears to give the designer a lot of lati-
tude.

Su we were rather surprised when the Coun-
¢il announced that four of Islington’s cycle
routes were being gquality audited by consult-
ants Oscar Faber, We now have a copy of that
report and it identifies a large number of
problems with all four routes.

On LCN route 7, Crouch End o Smithiield
the report correctly identifies problems at ¢
Seven Sisters Road / Hornsey Road junction
and Hornsey Road / Benwell Road junction.

The final comment about this route is “It is
worth noting at this point that the problems on
this route are likely to discourage iis use by
less experienced cychsts”, So much for dou-
bling the number of cycle journeys by 2002.

On LCN route 8, Dalston to Clerkenwell, the
report notes the double parking which blocks
the cycle lanes.

On the Finsbury Park io Camden Town LCN
route, the report notes that parking islands and
parked cars narrow the carriageway “making

o
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cyclists vilnerable to side swine or shunt type
accidents™,

On LCN route 6, Crouch End to Camden
Town, the report states that double car parking
on the route forces cyclists out into the car-
riageway and that legally and illegally parked
vehicles reduce visihility and block cyeling
gaps.

The report states that on two of the routes
there is a lack of formal provision for cycle
parking. On the other two routes it states that
“there is no formal provision for cycle parking
at any point on the route”,

The report is equally scathing about signing
along the routes. On one section of route 7, the
report says that west of Holloway Road “there
s little indication of the route desiination or
confirmation that this routs is part of the
LCN",

If vou would like to see the ICAG copy of
this report, contact John Ackers on 020 7690

7263,

Tools for Sunnyside

AT PRESENT we help to run workshops for 6
months per year at the Ecology Cenire and 10
months per year at Sunnyside Community
Cenire,

The Ecology Centre bought its own set of
tools fast year so we don't have to carry much
there for each workshop session. Now we are
working on buying a set of tools for Sunnyside
- with their source of funding - o cur mutual
benefit.

A CONTRAFLOW for cyclists on the one-way
south side of Finsbury Square is set to be in place
by next May according to new council plans.



A personal view from Govin Killip

A LOT OF people walking on pavements are
frightened by cyclists zipping past them or
knocking into them. It is wrong for eyclists to
do i, and there is no excuse for such iniimi-
dating, dangorous, sclfish behaviour — whether
hy cyclists, motorisis or anyone else,

If there are to be spot fines for cyclists in-
fringing traffic laws, then there should also be
spol fines for motorists who break the law. A
car doing 40 mph in a buili-up area is much
more dangerous than a bike on the pavement,
and the penally should really be fixed accord-
ing to the likelihood of hurting or killing
someone. If pavement cyclisis are to be fined
£20, then speeding moetorists should really get
points on their licence — say 1 point for every 1
mph. That means twelve points — which means
a ban — if you get caught twice doing 36 mph
in a 30 mph area.

Pavement cycling is being targeted partly be-
cause it is easier to do something about it than
to tackle speeding cars,

The inevitable consequence of speeding is
road death — roughly 3500 people die on Brit-
ain's roads every year in traffic accidents. Let’s
crack down on pavement cycling, by all means,
but let’s not ignore the other much greater
dangers on our roads.

ICAG's Cycle Rack
By Adrian Williams

IN EARLY JUNE the original part of the cycle
racks outside the Town Hall was removed.
This seems a good time to tell current members
how the rack there became the unusual siyle
that it was and combine it with a bit of the
history of ICAG.

The first meeting of TCAG took place in the
Old Registry Office, now a private residence,
at the comer of Liverpool Rd and Barnsbury
St, on Wednesday 30 June, 1976.

One of the topics under discussion was the
creation of new designs of cycle racks in place
ol the old style which gripped wheels. There
were two problems with old styles: they led to
bent wheels if the bike was knocked or sat on
while in the stand and they did not easily allow
the chaining of a bike frame as well as both
wheels. We wanted a strong frame to support
the bike and maintain security against both
accidental damage and theff. I volunteered to
work on that problem in association with a
lecturer in engineering at the North London
College of Further Education (NLCFE).

The basic premise was that we had to design
a frame high enough to support a bicycle up-
right. Bikes come in different shapes and sizes
but they (nearly) all have a saddle available to
lean against a pole. The minimum requirement
was a vertical pole at least 4 feet high with an
obstruction at the top to stop a chain being slid
off the top. Why not combine two vertical
poles with a crosspiece or make a single loop

of steel with both ends sunk in concreie? We
were on the way 1o creating the same pattern as
has become commonly known as Sheflield
racks bui someone else goi there firsl, We
agreed on fubss and not rods but when it came
te making prototypes there was a guestion of
who paid,

No one in the early ICAG wanted to lay out
money for a prototype and the Council Officers
agreed to finance up (o £200 to try things but it
took a long time to get the money agreed. In
the meantime we had two of the simpler types
made at NLCFE which were the original cheap
version of a vertical pole with a disc of steel 10
block the top. One of them had a length of
chain attached aboui halfway up to allow users
to avoid carrying the weight. You could canry a
padlack and use the attached chain round the
seat tube and rear wheel of your bike. Those
prototypes were delivered 1o a council site
somewhere in Islington and have never been

seen again.

The longer we tatked about racks and money

the more finance became available so when it
came o comymissioning something to fit out-
side the Town Hall the Council went for the
high fitting, known to them and us as the
hitching rail. It was not intended for bicycles to
be parked alongside it but for up to 8 bikes to
be rested alternately by saddles on the vertical
potes, Saving money was still an objective.
This was the cheapest solution to a set of se-
cure vertical poles with no rough edges Iefl, in
the space availabie to hold the maximum num-
ber of bikes with minimum maintenance costs
and it conld be made by Council staff out of
the same fittings as they used for railings in the
street.

The spacing of the verticals on our hitching
rail allowed 2 bikes to fit between them easily.

If we had had more money available a little
earlier in the 1970s we would have had a taller
style of Sheffield racks fitted and people in
Sheffield would be talking about Islington
racks! Possibly they would cost slightly more
but not much compared to all the other costs
involved in fitting them.

Why make them taller? Look at a bike at-
tached to a Sheffield rack. They are too low for
handlebars or saddle to rest against the rack so
you have to lay the frame tubes against the
galvanised steel of the rack and get your paint
scratched,

I would not mind the removal of our hitching
rail if all the racks at the Town Hall were re-
placed by taller structures than other Sheffield
racks and they do exist. There are a few places
where higher decorative structures are fitted
(not in Istington) but they are rare. To see the
best racks in Islington visit the Whittington
Hospital, outside the A&E building, just off
Highgate Hill.

More comumon is the stupidity of fitting sub-
standard Sheffield racks close to a perfectly
good set of railings which are betler for chain-
ing your bike to. {Better in the sense of sup-
porting the bike frame at saddle and handle
bars with no damaged paint and less likelihood
of other damage). There is also the case of the

University of North London on Holloway Road
which fits flimsy-looking wheelbenders next o
a long line of railings.

The combinalion of poor Shieffield rucks and
good railings leads to the sort of mess
at Highbury Corner where many people chain
their bikes to railings alongside a busy narrow
footway and obstruct pedestrians, rather than
chain their bikes to nearby Sheffield racks
which offer no obstructions. If the Councii has
money to spare for racks it should start at
Highbury Corner by replacing the low ones
with higher versions.

So, our hitching rail has gone but they do
still exist in London, on one site at least. Out-
side the Royal Festival Hall, under steps iead-
ing up from ground level, there are two hitche
ing rails in a position where Sheffield racks
could lead to difficulty getting in or out of a
confined space.
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Sunnyside Ecolegy Gardens: comer of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazeliville Rd, W19
{(off Homsey Rise), 26 Janvary, 7 9.30 p.m.

Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaged) to-
wards costs.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 mifes run
every Sunday tortnight - 5 and 19 December,
2, 16 and 39 January.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park overland
station. Don’t forget your Network Railcard or
to “borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, coniact Sue on (20 7729
5409,

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islingten Town
Hall,

The next two meetings are § December and
12 January from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

At December’s meeting we will confine the
business to one hour so that we cain cat mince
pies at the last ICAG meeting of the millen-
nium

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
atong,

IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyelist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list?

I you would like to join, send an email to
icag@precise-itd.demon.co.uk with your name
and LCC membership number for verilicalion
purposes and we’ll set you up.

Please send any letters, articles. classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ele. to icagi@precise-ltd demon.co.uk or fax 020 7354 5832 or write to:
The Editor, islington Cyclist, 68 St. Peler's Street NI 8JS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 1999
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Council Seeks Closer Relationship with ICAG

At September’s ICAG meeting we welcomed
Tony Smedley, LBI’s Transport Construction
Manager, and Kevan Wheeler, a consultant
from the Project Centre.

Tony explained that his group was responsi-
ble for cycle routes and facilities in the bor-
ough.

Kevan has been brought in to help develop
Islington’s cycle routes and was previously the
cycling officer for Berkshire and Reading. In
addition, he has worked with Kensington and
Chelsea, Southwark and Westminster local
groups and Councils on their cycle routes.
= Given that -the ‘recent round ‘of :Council
budget cuts has reduced Transport Department
staff numbers from 27 to 17 (including the loss
of the cycling officer) Kevan’s contribution is
welcomed.

_There is to be much more emphasis on how
transport plans, including provision for cy-
cling, are monitored. The proposed before and

after measures need to be in the submissions
made to central government for funding. If
there is no monitoring there will be no funding
(and, we suspect, more job cuts).

As such the Transport Department wish to
consult with ICAG on the cycling section of
the Interim Transport Plan (ITP) for
2001/2002. The plan needs to be submitted to
central government by July 2000.

ICAG representatives have. accepted an in-
vitation to an afternoon workshop on 20 Octo-
ber to kick off the consultatitn process. This
has the potential to be of great value to us,
because in the past we have been given very
little time to comment on Council proposals.
This time we should be in at the ground floor.

There were also a couple of specific requests
of how we can provide input to the Council.

The first is to produce a “snagging list’ of the
problems we see with the current cycle net-

work and cycle facilities. Who better to pro-
vide this information than our members?

So the next -time your using your bike on
your regular trips and you come across a facil-
ity, junction or route that you believe has
problems then let us know.

Send your issues (with suggested solutions, if
you have some) to:

ICAG, c/o 68 St. Peter’s Street N1 815
or email icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk

We will then collate your responses and pass
them on to the Council.

The second request is for ICAG fo partici-
pate in cycle counts to assist the Council in the
monitoring aspects of the ITP. We would like
to put together a list of people willing to help
at some time in the future. With enough people
we only need an occasional hour or two of

your.time, so if you are interested please fetus .

“know,

ICAG Launches Manifesto for Cycling

THE LAUNCH OF ICAG’s Manifesto for the
Next Century on 12 June marked the start of
Bike Week in Islington.

MP Jeremy Corbyn and Councillor George
Alan spoke to an andience of around 40 peo-
ple at the Ecology Centre. The speeches were
foliowed by questions from the floor to ICAG
representatives.

The 10 point manifesto was written to inform
the general public of ICAG’s policies for im-
proving cycling conditions in Islington, Printed
copies have been produced in a neat A6 format
and are available from David on 0171 275
7985.

The manifesto points are reproduced below;

let us know what you think,
ok o o sk Ko o o ok e e ok ok oK ok ok sk ook ok ook kool sk ek ke ok ok kol

Everyone agrees that something needs to be
done about traffic congestion and pollution.
Cycling is quiet, non-polluting, energy effi-
cient, cheap, healthy, fast, and - given the right
facilities — enjoyable. Yet many local people
are deterred by the poor conditions and dan-
gerous roads, We want to see cycling become
safer, more secure, and actively promoted as
part of a sustainable answer to Islington’s
worsening traffic chaos.

HOW CYCLING COULD BE SAFER

1) Reallocate road -space to allow smooth
flow of cycles, buses and'pedestrians. This
would discourage car use in accordance
with Council policy and would help
achieve government targets on Road Traf-
fic Reduction.

2) Create more cycle lanes, designed to Lon-
don Cycle Network standards, and properly
maintain existing ones. There should be
contraflow cycle lanes along one way
streets in line with Council policy, and 24-
hour cycle lanes along all main roads.

3) Improve safety at junctions. Most bike
accidents happen at junciions. Advance
stop lines and cycle-only traffic lights help
cyclists keep out of danger.

4) Limit on-street parking. More parking
space only attracts more cars, and diagonal
parking spaces are dangerous when cars
back out blind, Parking restrictions in cycle
lanes must be enforced.

5) Reduce the speed Hmit from 30 mph to 20
mph. This will reduce injury, improve traf-
fic flow, create a better environment for
cyclists, and improve quality of life for all.
Speed limits must be enforced.

HOW CYCLES CAN BE KEPT SECURE

6) Provide adequate secure cycle parking
throughout the borough in accordance with
Council policy. Priorities include shopping
areas, bus, tube and train stations. Theft
and the fear of theft deter many potential
cyclists.

7) Make secure cycle storage a condition of
Council planning permission for all new
development and redevelopment in lne
with London Plamning Advisory Cominit-
tee recommendations.

HOW CYCLING COULD BE PROMOTED

8) Run & promote cycle training courses for
all ages in accordance with Council policy.

9) Actively Promote the Safe Routes to
Schools Campaign. We need to break a vi-
cious circle — parents drive children to
school because there are too many cars on
the road for them to walk or cycle safely.

10) Encourage local employers to produce
Green Commuter Plans and provide secure
cycle parking and changing facilities.
Stadies have shown that good quality fa-
cilities attract users. Employers and. em-
ployees  benefit from a proper look at
healthy and efficient ways of travelling to
work.



At the Round Table ...

IT IS NOW TWO YEARS since Islington
Council created its Sustainable Transport
Round Table. The STRT includes Councillors,
Council officers and representatives from
ICAG, the Chamber of Commerce, LAZ1,
Islington Friends of the Earth, the Islington
Society and the Clerkenwell Community Trust
etc. After thirty meetings, has it made any dif-
ference? Well, yes and no.

The Council now has a decent set of sustain-
able transport policies that have been ratified
by Councillors at the appropriate sub commit-
tees. The strategy identifies a hierarchy of road
users with pedestrians and cyclists near the top
and motorists positioned somewhat lower
dowi.

In addition, the strategy recognises that road
space should be correspondingly allocated to
higher priority users. The best news is that key
transport policies, such as cycle parking out-
side new developments, have been included in
the new Unitary Development Plan which is
currently On Deposit.

Ali good stuff but when are we going see
some changes on the ground? The Council’s
1999 Interim Transport Plan, just about to be
submitted to Government Office for London, is
the first time officers have had to make use of
the new strategy. In terms of cycling, it is very
disappointing,

The Plan includes the cross borough work on
the London Cycle Network and the Seven Sta-
tions Cycle Route. Then all that remains is the
‘Nags Head Cycle Demonstration Project’
which involves altering the road closures in
Annette Road at the back of Waitrose and
Safeway so that cyclists can pass through them,

This is a very nice little scheme and it is
great for the local school kids but it is hardly
going to make motorists jump onto their bikes.
Once again, cyclists are expected to take indi-
rect routes around the back streets. This is not
what the new cycling policy is about. The
policy calls for an integrated approach. Per-
haps this is ambiguous but it was meant to
mean the creation of a cycling friendly infra-
structure as described in the National Cycling
Strategy. That means traffic calming, traffic
reduction, advance stop lines and cycle lanes
on direct routes that cyclists want to use such
as Hornsey Road, Holloway Road and Seven
Sisters Road, not Annette Road.

The Interim Transport Plan also restates that
the Council has adopted the national targets to
double cycle use by 2002 and then again by
2012. However it does not state that officers
do not expect to come even close to meeting
these targets. One could argue that this is really
a problem for the new London Mayor, But it
isn’f. Detailed implementation of cycling pol-
icy is likely to remain under the control of the
Local Authorities.

Only when there is official recognition that
we are likely to fail to meet the targets, can we
do something about it.

Bike Week Reports

Treasure Hunt

Fotlowing the manifesto faunch about 15 peo-
ple took part in a “Treasure Hunt” along some
of Highbury’s cycle routes.

Entrants were given a map and clues which
could be answered using blue plaques, memo-
rial stones and signs at 14 sites on the route.
Additional points were awarded for answering
rather more difficult and somewhat esoteric
“bonus” clues from general knowledge or
guesswork!

We are very grateful to Mosquito Bikes in
Essex Road for providing the prizes: the first
prize of a cycling helmet (or equivalent value
item) was won by Rachel Hindle. Annabella
Clay won the cycling computer, with Catherine
Howell and Maria both winning London Cycle
Route books.

Cyclist’s Breakfast
(Bike to Work Day Sun Shock!!)

Well it had to happen one vear and this was it.

A beautiful June morning was enough to get
a large number of you to take some titne out
from your journey and join us for breakfast,

Whilst sipping coffee and munching away
you could get your cycle examined by Dr.
Bike, peruse the available literature or simply
chat to your fellow cyclists,

Those of you who missed it will have to wait
till next year — 21 June 2000 to be precise. See
you then!

Bike to the Future
{voung person’s event in Whittington Park)

In contrast to the pouring rain of last year, this
was a well attended event with over 200 people
enjoying a variety of activities on offer
throughout the afterncon. These included
George’s steel band, performances by the Bi-
cyclettes — a cycling theatre group, and Arch-
way Home Beat police officers postcoding
bicycles.

ICAG ran an obstacle course which included
riding over a small tipping ramp and picking a
bottle of water off a table which proved pretty
difficult for most entrants!

We also ran a raffle (raising £82 for the
group) for which Mosquito Bikes very kindly
donated the first prize of a Trek bicycle. This
was won by Rory Blofield with runner-up
prizes of cycling helmets won by Diana
Goodwin, Brian Cunningham, Matthew
Krumlauf and Theresa Martin,

We distributed lots of bicycle bells during
the day, made available by the Council’s Road
Safety Officer, and the “Dr Bike” session was
as popular as ever with minor repairs being
done to a number of bikes. The afternoon was
a most enjeyable way to round off our Bike
Week activities.

Co-ordinator Steps Down

ICAG’S CO-ORDINATOR, Gavin Killip, has
decided to step down - due to increased work
commitments — after 2% years in the role.
Gavin still intends to play an active part in
ICAG and is particularly keen to work on proj.
ects to push forward points in the manifesto.

This gives us the opportunity to look and
who does what in the group and to re-allocate
responsibilities where necessary. Tt is an jdea
time for you to come along to our next meeting
at 7.30 p.m. on 13 October at Islington Town
Hall, Upper Street and see what you could
contribute.

Remember: ask not what ICAG can do for
you, but what you can do for ICAG!

Missing Newsletter

MANY APOLOGIES to those of you who didn’t
receive a copy of Jslington Cyelist in August, This
was due to not getfing the copies ready in time for
stuffing with the magazine,

We shalf endeavour to run relevant articles in this
and subsequent issues, but if you really can’t do
without issue 17 send a SAE to The Editor, Tslington
Cyclist, 68 St. Peter’s Street NI 8JS fo receive your
belated copy. :

Cycle Workshop Dates

Islington Ecology Centre: corner of Drayton Park
and Gillespie Road, N5. 6 October 7 -9 p.m.
Sunnyside Ecalogy Gardens: corner of Sunnyside
Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise).
27 October and 24 November, 7 —9.30 p.m.

Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaged) towards
costs.

Little Green Ride Dates

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run every
Sunday formight - 10 and 24 October,
7 and 21 November,

Meet at 10.15 a.m. at Finsbury Park station. Don’t
forget your South East netwark card or to *borrow’ a
ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—6pm,

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729 5409,

Meeting Dates

ICAG MEETS monthly at Islington Town Hall.

The next two meetings are 13 Qctober and
10 November from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you've something fo say about cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come along.

ICAG Email List :
IF YOU CAN'T WAIT for the next issue of
Islington Cyclist then why not subscribe to the ICAG
email list?

The list gives us the ability to get news to you
promptly. 1t also gives subscribers the opportunity to
give feedback and — we hope — come up with their
own ideas for moving cycling up the agenda in Is-
lington,

If you would like to join, send ar email to
icag@precise-Itd.demon.co.uk with your name and
LCC membership number for verification purposes
and we’ll set you up,

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork etc. to icag@precise-ltd, demon.co,uk or fee 0171 354 5832 or write to:
The Editor, Islingion Cyclisi, 68 Si: Peter's Street N1 8JS. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 1999
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ICAG Launches Manifesto for Cycling

THE LAUNCH OF ICAG’s Manifesto for the
Next Century on 12 June marked the start of
Bike Week in Islington.

MP Jeremy Corbyn and Councillor George
Allan spoke to an audience of around 40 peo-
ple at the Ecology Centre. The speeches were
followed by questions from the floor to ICAG
representatives.

The 10 point manifesto was written to inform
the general public of ICAG's policies for im-
proving cycling conditions in Islington. Printed
copies have been produced in a neat A6 format
and are available from David on 017t 275
7985,

The manifesto points are reproduced below;
let us know what you think of them.

b R ok ek oo o R B s Rl A ok ROk 3 el oo

Everyone agrees that something needs to be
done about traffic congestion and pollution.
Cycling is quief, non-polluting, energy effi-
cient, cheap, healthy, fast, and — glven the right
facilities — enjoyable. Yet many local people
are deterred by the poor conditions and dan-
gerous roads. We want to see cycling become
safer, more secure, and actively promoted as
part of a sustainable answer to Islington’s
worsening traffic chaos,

HOW CYCLING COULD BE SAFER

1) Reallocate road space to allow smooth
flow of cycles, buses and pedestrians. This
would discourage car use in accordance
with Council policy and would help
achieve government fargets on Road Traf-
fic Reduction.

2) Create more cycle lanes, designed to Lon-
don Cycle Network standards, and properly
maintain existing ones. There should be
contraflow cycle lanes along one way
streets in line with Council policy, and 24-
hour cycle lancs along all main reads.

3) Improve safety at junctions. Most bike
accidenis happen at junctions. Advance
stop lines and cycle-only traffic lights help
cyclists keep out of danger.

4) Limit on-street parking, More parking
space only aflracts more cars, and diagonal
parking spaces are dangerous when cars
back out blind, Parking restrictions in cycle
lanes must be enforced.

5) Reduce the speed limit from 30 mph to 20
mph. This will reduce injury, improve {raf-
fic flow, create a better environment for
cyclists, and imnprove quality of life for all.
Speed limits must be enforced.

f
HOW CYCLES CAN BE KEPT SECURE
6) Provide adequate secure cycle parking
throughout the borough in accordance with
Council policy. Priorities include shopping
areas, bus, tube and train stations. Theft
and the fear of theft deter many potential
cyclists. Priorities include shopping areas
and bus, tube and train stations. _
7) Make secure cycle storage a condition of
Council planning permission for all new
development and redevelopment in line
with London Planning Advisory Commit-
tee recommendations,
HOW CYCLING COULD BE PROMOTED
8) Run & promole cycle training courses for
all ages in accordance with Councii Policy.
9) Actively Promote the Safe Routes to
Schools Campaign. We need to break a vi-
cious circle — parents drive children to
school because there are 1oo many cars on
the road for them to walk or cycle safely.
10) Encourage local employers to produce
Green Commuter Plans and provide secure
cycle parking and changing facilities.
Studies have shown that good quality fa-
cilities attract users. Employers and em-
ployees benefit from a proper look at
healthy and efficient ways of travelling to
work,

Meanwhile at the Round Table ...

IT IS NOW TWO YEARS since Islington
Council created its Sustainable Transport
Round Table. The STRT includes two coun-
cillors, council officers and representatives
from ICAQG, the Chamber of Commerce,
LLA21, Islington Friends of the Earth, the Is-
lington Society and the Clerkenwell Commu-
nity Trust etc. After thirty meetings, has it
made any difference? Well yes and no.

The council now has a decent set of sustain-
able transport policies that have been ratified
by Councillors at the appropriate sub commit-
tees. The strategy identifies a hierarchy of road
users with pedestrians and cyclists near the top
and motorists positioned somewhat lower
down.

In addition, the strategy recognises that road
space should be correspondingly allocated to
higher priority users. The best news is that key
transport policies, such as cycle parking out-
side new developments, have been cut and

pasted into the new Unitary Development Plan
which is cusrently On Deposit.

All good stoff but when are we going see
some changes on the ground? The Council’s
1999 Interim Transport Plan, just about to be
submitted to Government Office for London, is

the first time officers have had to make use of

the new strategy. In terms of cycling, it is very
disappointing.

The Plan includes the cross borough work on
the London Cycle Network and the Seven Sta-
tions Cycle Route. Then all that remains is the
‘Nags Head Cycle Demonstration Project’
which involves altering the road closures in
Annette Road at the back of Waitrose and
Safeway so that-cyclists can pass through them.

This is a very nice little scheme and it is
great for the local school kids but it is hardly
going to make motorists jump onto their bikes,
Once again, cyclists are expected 1o take indi-
rect routes around the back streets. This is not
what the new cycling policy is about. The

policy calls for an inlegrated approach, Per-
haps this is ambiguous but it was meant to
mean the creation of a cycling friendly infra-
structure as described in the National Cycling
Strategy. That means iraffic calming, traffic
reduction, advance stop lines and cycle lanes
on direet routes thal cyclists want to use such
as Hornsey Road, Holloway Road and Seven
Sisters Road, not Annette Road,

The Interim Transport Plan also restates that
the Council has adopted the national targets to
double cycle use by 2002 and then. again by
2012. However it does not state that officers
do not expect to come even close {0 meeting
these targets. One could argue that this is really
a problem for the Mayor. But it isn’t. Detailed
implementation of cycling policy is likely to
remain under the control of the local authority,

Only when there is official recognition that
we are likely to fail to meet the targets, can we
do something about it.




ike Week Reports

Treasure Hunt

Following the manifesto launch about 15 peo-
ple took part in a “Treasure Hunt” along some
of Highbury’s cycle routes.

Entrants were given a map and clues which
could be answered using blue plagues, memo-
rial stones and signs at 14 sites on the route.
Additional points were awarded for answering
rather more difficult and somewhat esoteric
“bonus” clues from general knowledge or
guesswork!

We are very grateful to Mosquito Bikes in
Bssex Road for providing the prizes: the first
prize of a cycling helmet (or equivalent value
item) was won by Rache! Hindle. Annarella
Clay won the cycling computer, with Catherine
Howell and Maria both winning London Cycle
Route books.

Cyeclist’s Breakfast
(Bike to Work Day Sun Shockt!)

Well it had to happen one year and this was it,

A beautiful June morning was enough to get
a large number of you to take some time out
from your journey and join us for breakfast.

Whilst sipping coffee and munching away
you could get your cycle examined by Dr.
Bike, peruse the available literature or simply
chat to your feilow cyclists,

Those of you who missed it will have to wait
till next year — 21 June 2000 to be precise. See
you then] :

Bike to the Future
(Voung person’s event in Whiltington Park)

In contrast to the pouring rain of last year this
was a well attended event with over 200 people
enjoying a variety of activities on offer
throughout the allernoon. These included
George’s steel band, performances by the Bi-
cyclettes ~ a cycling theatre group, and Arch-
way Home Beat police officers postcoding
bicycles.

ICAG ran an obstacle course which included
riding over a smatl tipping ramp and picking a
bottle of water off a table which proved preity
difficult for most entranis!

We also ran a raffle (raising £82 for the
group) for which Mosquito Bikes very kindly
donated the first prize of a Trek bicycle. This
was won by Rory Blofield with runner-up
prizes of cycling helmets won by Diana Goad-
win, Brian Cunningham, Matthew Krumiauf
and Theresa Martin,

We distributed lots of bicycle bells during
the day, made available by the Council’s Road
Safety Officer, and the “Dr Bike” session was
as popular as ever with minor repairs being
done to a number of bikes, ‘The afternoon was
& most enjoyable way to round off our Bike
Week activities,

Take Care on Church Path

THE PLAYGROUP which meets at Christ
Church, Highbury has expressed concerns that,
an accidenl could occur belween cyci_isls “and
children on this well used, shared foot-
path/cycle route through Highbury fields.

The main area of contention is at the north-
ern end of Church Path, near the clocktower,
where children sometimes forget that cyclists
are also rightful users of the path. Another
group of children meet at the Two-0-Clock
Club near the southern end of Church Path.

The simple message is for everyone to be
aware and to please take extra care,

Tools for Sunnyside

AT PRESENT we help to run workshops for 6
months per year at the Ecology Centre and 10
months per year at Sunnyside Community
Centre.

The Ecology Centre bought its own set of

looks last year so we don'l have to carry much
there for each workshop session. Now we are
working on buying a set of tools for Sunnyside
— with their source of funding — to our mutual
benelit.

Covered Parking

IF YOU SEE a car with a tarpaulin over it, it
may not just be an owner protecting their vehi-
cle. It could be an illegal parking stratagem.

One such car has been in an important cycle
lane in Skinner Street, Finsbury, leaving cy-
clists to swerve dangerously into fast-moving
motor traffic.

Drivers are using his tactic beeouse, legally,
a parking attendant may not lift the cover with-
out taking the precaution of having a witness
present to confirm that no damage is caused,
The witness has to be someone other than the
parking atiendant,

Understandably, this is labour intensive so
some drivers are using the tactic to park where
they should not, thinking that they are safe
because of the organisation nccessary for a
combined parking enforcement visit.

If you see a shrouded vehicle where it should
not be ring the Parking Service on 0171 477
2390 or fax them on 251 4435,

Finsbury Square Contraflow

A CONTRAFLOW for cyclists on the one-way
south side of Finsbury Square is set fo be in
pluce by next May according 10 new council
plans,

ICAG to be Constituted?

ON THE AGENDA at our next meeting is a
proposal to formally constitute ICAG.in order
1o take advantage of tunding opportunities.

We will also be discussing whether or not
ICAG ought to change its name,

The meeting is at 7.30 p.m. at Islington
Town Hall,

Islington Ecology Centre: corner of Drayton
Park and Gillespie Road, N5. 4 August and
1 September, 7— 9 p.m.

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens; corner of Sun-
nyside Rd and Hazellville Rd! N19 (off Horn-
sey Rise). and 22 September, 7 — 9.30 p.m.
(Note: there is no workshop in August)

Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaged) to-
wards costs.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — 15 and 29 August,
12 and 26 September.

Meet at 10.15 a.m. at Finsbury Park station.
Don’t forget your South East network card or
to *borrow’ a ride on your best fiiend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usuvally between
5-~6pm.

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729
5409.

ICAG MEETS monthly at the Town Hall,

The next two meetings are {1 August and
8 September from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about ¢ycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along,

IF YOU CANT WAIT for the next issue of
Islingtor Cyclist then why not subscribe to the
ICAG email list? :

The tist gives us the ability to get news to
you promptly. It also gives subscribers the
opportunity to give feedback and — we hope —
come up with their own ideas for moving cy-
cling up the agenda in [slington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk with your name
and 1CC membership mumber for verification
pueposes and we'll sel you up,

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, eartoons, artwork efe. to fcag@precise-itd demon.co.uk or Jax 0171 354 5832 or write to:

The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 81 Peter’s Street N1 8JS. Pholocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Ilington Cyclisis' Action Group 1999
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a

Saturday 12 June

& Media Launch of the Islington Cyclists’ Action Group's Manifesto for the Next Century. Ten
points to make cycling safer, more convenient and enjoyable. Includes Jeremy Corbyn as guest
speaker. 10 a.m. at the Islington Ecology Centre, Gillespie Park, 191 Drayton Park, N5. Contact
David on 0171 275 7985 for more information.

At 10.45 a cycle procession will leave from Gillespie Park to Highbury Fields for the start of a...

%~ Cycling Treasure Hunt. Come and explore some of Highbury’s quieter cycle routes and local
landmarks. Win a prize! Clues for children and adults. Meet by Highbury Fields swimming pool
between 11 am and 12 noon. Anticipated length of circuit. one hour.

Don't forget your bike! Contact David on 0171 275 7985 for more information.

Sunday 13 June

" Feeder Ride to Richmond Park. Meet up with the Camden Cycling Campaign departing at 10.45
a.m. from Hampstead Oid Town Hall, Haverstock Hill. Otherwise, make your own way to
Richmond Gate, opposite Star & Garter house for the 2 p.m. start of a slow mass ride round
Richmond Park followed by a picnic on the grass.

Wednesday 16 June

" Bike Breakfast from 7.30 a.m. Junction of City Road and Colebrooke Row.

Saturday 19 June

%~ Bike to the Future. Cycling events for young people at the Whittington Park Festival. Rides,
stalis, live entertainment, refreshments, Dr Bike maintenance checks, and much more.
2 p.m. ~ 5 p.m., Whittington Park, N19 (off Holloway Road). Contact Clive on 0171 278 6601 for
more information. ‘




W@cﬁﬁé@day 23 June

" Bike Maintenance Workshops. Self-help repairs, tool loan, friendly experts for advice and support.
£1 (50p unwaged). 7 — 9.30 p.m. at Sunnyside Community Gardens, Sunnyside Road N19.

Contact Gavin on 0171 607 1950 for more information,

Wednesday 7 July

7" Bike Maintenance Workshops. Self-help repairs, tool loan, friendly experts for advice and support.
£1 (50p unwaged). 7 — 9.00 p.m. at Islington Ecology Centre, Gillespie Road, N5. Contact Gavin

on 0171 607 1950 for more information,

Help with Manifesto

WE NEED your help to faunch ICAG’s mani-
festo.

I you have some spare time on the moming
of Saturday 12 June please contact David on
0171 275 7985 to offer your assistange,

ICAG Email List Launched

APRIL'S ICAG MEETING approved the
creation of an email list as 2 method of reach-
ing a wider number of members in the bor-
ougl.

The list was launched in the middle of May
and thas lar has aftracled a dozen subscribers.
It's too early to say how eflective it will be as a
communication tool but clearly it means we
can get news out promptly without having to
wait for the next issue of Islington Cyclist, It
also gives subscribers the opportunity to give
feedback and — we hope —~ come up with their
own ideas for moving eycling up the agenda in
Istington.

If you would like to join, send an email to
icag(@precise-ld.demon.co.uk with your name
and LCC membership number for verification
purposes and we'H set you up.

Islington Ecology Centre: corner of Drayton
Park and Gillespic Road, N5. 2 June and
7 by, 7—9 p.m,

Sunnyside FEcology Gardens: corner of Sun-
nyside Rd and Hazellvilte Rd, N19 (off Horn-

sey  Risel 23 June  and 28 luly,
7-9.30 p.my,
Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaged) to-

wards costs.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday forinight — 6 and 20 lune,
4 and 18 Juty and | Aupust.

Meet at 10.15 am. al Finsbury Park station.
Don’t lorget your South East network card or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return 1o Fingbury Park is usually between
5—6p.am.

For more details, contact Sue on Q171 729
5409,

ICAG MEETS monthly at the Town Hall.

The next two meetings are 9 June and
14 July from 7.30 1o 8.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say aboul cycling in
Islington, or just want to listen, please come
along.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photes, cartoons, artwork efc. to icagdprecise-lid deman.co.uk or fax 1171 354 5832 or wrile to;
The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 St. Peter's Street NI RIS, Photocapying hy Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 1999
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Bid for £Emillions to
Regenerate Finsbury Park

ISLINGTON, HACKNEY AND HARINGEY
Councils are joining forces in a bid for £25
million of govermnment money io boost the
economic, social and physical fabric of Fins-
bury Park over seven years,

Transpori is one of twelve broad themes that
may be funded under the Single Regeneration
Budget (SRB) and initial plans are io spend
£3.5 million on transport issues. This parl of
the bid is being co-ordinated by Islinglon
Council’'s Steven Wood, who spoke at ICAG’s
regular meeting in March,

The overall objective is to reduce private
motor traffic, whilst improving the lot of pe-
destrians, bus passengers and cyclists, Some
specific ideas have been put forward on how to
achieve this but the proposal is still at the con-
sultation stage.

A ceniral plank of the bid is to close Station
Place to motor traffic, including the many
buses which currently use it. The agency in
charge of bus routes in the capital, the Traffic
Director for London (TDfL), has agreed in
principle to the closure, and is funding a study
into road traffic reduction in the wider area. A
key question to resolve is how to manage
movements around the main junction of Seven
Sisters Road and Stroud Green Road/
Blackstock Road.

Other ideas so far include a pedestrian/cycle
link across Seven Sisters Road to open up an
off-road route between Gillespie Park (Arse-
nal) and Highgate, using the Parkland Way,

Activists in Hackney have proposals for a
Cycle Culture Centre, housing a number of
projects, such as recycling spare parts, training
people with learning difficultics in bike main-
tenance and promoting local tourism. DBus
route 29 would be up for some improvements
and cycle storage at Finsbury Park station
could be made a ot better.

It has been supgested that the Seven Sis-
ters/Tollington Way one-way system could be
put back to two-way operation, at least for
buses and cyclists, but part of the one-way falls
outside the SRB area, which might be a stum-
bling block. Nothing has been decided yet, but
firmer proposals will have (o be put together in
the next few weeks. [CAG continues to provide
input in collaboration with colleagues in Hack-
ney and Haringey. Do let us know if you have
any bright ideas.

More Missiles

OUR RECENT ARTICLES on airgun hazards
have prompted yet more responses. Sebastian
Lucas writes:

I read in issue #14 Oliver Jones’ piece. I re-
call a few years ago being hit on my helmet by
a smali piece of woed when cycling north up
Caledonian Rd. | am sure it came from the
block of flats on the right, just beyond the Co-
penhagen St crossroad,

More worrying, a colleague of mine at UCH
was definitely hit by an airgun peliet whilst
cycling up Wharton S one evening in the early
1990s. He needed surgery 1o have it removed
from the neck (i just missed his carolid ar-
tery}. If I recall, the police could net find
enough evidence 1o prosecute anyone.

Adrian Williams offers more advice on
dealing with attucks:

The problem for cyclists is the same as for
anyone else. The first decision is whether you
have time o do anything immediately or are in
such a hurry that you want to keep going and
ignore it. If you decide to stop and investigate
you will need to give a description of what
happened with place, time and date. | assume
readers of this newssheel are adults who are
capable of carrying paper and a pen. (You
would need the same for recording details of
vehicle collisions.) The first urgent require-
ment is to get an independent witness if possi-
ble and record their details. Aiter that you can
ry to find out exactly what was done, by
whom, from where and make your notes.

1t might appear foelhardy to stay in the area
when missiles are being directed at you and
you have to assess that at the time. The coun-
ter-argument is that most of these attacks are
carricd outl by young males who know very
well that they are acting illegally and danger-
ously, If the victim shows signs of noting their
activity for reference they will hide themselves
fast. If they persist with an attack with missiles
you are justified in calling 999, otherwise you
can report it later, as soon as possible. In the
rarer and more serious case of an atlack at
short range by groups of people there is no
general advice that can be given. You witl
need to decide quickly if you can outrun them
on your hike, abandon your bike and run away,
fight your way out or talk/shout your way out,
Don’t think it doesn’t happen; the local papers
on 11712 February had reports of an altack
causing injury in the Old St area,

Use safety glasses on your eyes. A helimet
on your head is more use against blows from
other people than vehicles, Padded clothing
helps in winter and you may need to use a
pannier or backpack to ward off blows.
Swinging a chain and tock has been known to
frighten off yobs. Good huck. (You may never
experience it.)

Question Answered

ICAG CO-ORDINATOR, Gavin Killip, raised
the issue of how cuts in Istington Council wil)
altect cycling provision in the borough. Here is
the response from the Chair of the Environ-
ment, Leisure & Transport Cominiltee.

The question:

“I note with concern that the post of Cycling
Officer is 10 be lost amid the significant reduc-
tion in the number of staff in the Traftic De-
partment. Is Islington planning any new struc-
lures or new initiatives 1o ensure that the pro-
motion of cycling and the provision of facili-
ties for cyclists does not simply fall off the
Council’s agenda?’

The answer from Councillor Michael Boye-
Anawomah:

“While scarce resources will need to be care-
fully targeted, appropriate and adequate tech-
nical support for the development of cycling
initiatives will be sustained from within a new
Transpont Poticy Team.

Among iniliatives is the launch of a new Cy-
cle Strategy document early in the spring
which will identify targets for increasing cy-
cling in the borough and proposals to audit
existing routes used by cyclists,

Alse, the Council is bidding for further
funding this year from the Cycle Network
Budget Manager 1o complele more of Cyele
Route 8 and next year, besides completion off
Route 8, will also be bidding for funds to
commence Cycle Route 7.

All future traffic management schemes will,
as part of the routine design process, be subject
to an audit to ensure that wherever practical
suitable provision is made for cyclists.”

(Note: Cycle Route 7 runs along Mildmay
Grove and Northampton Park, The section
referred to for completion of Cycle Roule § is
Beresford Terrace via Wallace Road to St
Pauls Rowd.)




wen Street Update

AS REPORTED in the last issue, the situation
at Owen Street continues to be difficult,

ICAG has raised concerns about the safety of
the new scheme, which is still flawed, even
though the metal barriers have been removed.

Bikes and watkers are to arrive at a bottle-
neck precisely where site tratfic emerges from
behind the hoarding — anything from 20 to 35
lorry movements a day.

We wil continue to apply pressure o reverse
the decision preventing site access from Gos-
well Road. And, in ithe meantime, we will be
tobbying to make the safely arrangements as
workable as possible within the flawed
scheme.

Pothole Reporting — Errata

THE CORRECT NUMBER for reporting pot-
holes and defective street lamps in Islington is
0171 477 2674 for roads the Councit is respon-
sible for.

We still haven’t yet confirmed the number
for the main roads: Archway Rd, Holloway Rd,
Upper St, City Rd and Pentonville Rd come
under a maintenance coniract awarded to a
company called Mouchel.

Virtual Velocipedestrians

DO YOU HAVE access to email or the web?
Would you like to be more involved in your
local LCC group without moving from your
computer? If the answer 10 these questions is
yes then you may be interested in the proposal
to start an ICAG email list,

The lst will be set up using the service at
www.cgroups.com 1t has been used success-
fully by other LCC proups including our
neighbours in Hackney.

It allows a subscriber to send a message Lo
all other subscribers in the email group without
having to maintain cach address in your own
address book. You also have conirol over how
you rceeive messages, for example, you could
choose to look at postings on the web site
rather than receive them by email. Only sub-
scribers will be able 1o look at web postings as
this will be a private group.

The email list will be discussed at the next
ICAG meeting and we hope to have it operat-
ing by the end of April.

if you want to join, send an email to
icag@precise-ltd.demon.co.uk wilh your name
and LCC membership number for verification
purposes and we'll keep you informed of prog-
ress,

islingion Traffic Reduction

The London Planning Advisory Commitlee
(LPACY has issued a consuliation document on
a Strategy for Road Traffic Reduction in Lon-
don which includes a farget to reduce traffic in
[slington by 35% by 2005,

The document can be accessed from LPAC’s
website al www. lpac.gev.uk/ri-adv.biml or for
a hard copy ring 0171 222 2244 ext. 214 or
email Ipac@lipac.gov.uk

Comments on the document are {0 be re-
ceived by 31 March.

WORKSHOP SESSIONS are re-starting al
Istinpton Ecology Centre afier the winter
break.

With the lengthening days and warmer
weather why not give your bike a treat and
learn how 1o get it back to tip-top condition,

There are two sessions a month in dilferent
paris of the borough so you're spoill for
choice:

Istington Ecology Centre: corner of Drayton
Park and Gillespie Road, N5. 6 April and
5 May, 7-9 p.m.

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of Sun-
nyside Rd and Hazeltville Rd, N19 (off Horn-
sey  Rise). 28 April and 26 May,
7-930 p.m.

Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaped) lo-
wards costs.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — |1 and 25 April,
9 and 23 May.

Meel al FO1S aum. at Finsbury Park station,
Don't forget your South Bast network card or
o “borrow’ a ride on your best fiiend’si

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5 -6 p.an

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729
5409,

CAG MEETS monthly at the Town {lall.

The next two meetings are {4 April and
12 May from 7.30 t0 9.30 p.m,

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
[slinglon, or just want 1o listen, please come
along,

Got Something to Say?

WEEL WHY not use this blank column to talk
about eycle-related matiers?

Contact details for articles ete, are at the
bottom of this page.

Please send any leiters, articles, classified ey, photos. carfoons, artwork ete. to icagiaprecise-lid.demon.co.uh or fux 0471 354 5832 or write t

The biditor, Islington Cyclist, 68 8t. Peter's Street NI RIS, Photocopying by Carl Lotnas of Camelot Courier Training. G Isiimgton Oyelists' Aetion Growp 1999
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Qwen S'&reet Latest

SINCE OUR LAST newslettel, the dust has
been seﬁllmg on a heavy autumn’s campaigning
on the closure of Owen Street, near the Angel,
Afier. the eprsode with the barricades in Sep-

tember, and ihen 1he route bcmg rc~openeci thc :

news: this fime is not so_positive.
iht. dwclupcr, (uuw.wmld
permtssmn for their development “in January

and -the nghways Agency have. decided ihat 1
traffic ‘on Goswell Road cannot be held up by,
The
cycle roule is tlrerefme going fo be closed off .
again, so thal 20 1o 35 lomes a day can use it -

construcnen lorries parkmg, ofi the road

for.access.

" The narrow palhway 10 one srdc w;H be re-
served for cychists, with ‘pedestrians dwerted_
{hrough the nearby park Twon’t be as bad as ;
?cplember s "urban a‘;wrm course’; {wr, hopc), :
but it fails ‘a long way shori of decent provi-
ston. - Conflict. between brkes and wa]kers ;

qeems very lrkeiy _
“The worst bit is where the blkes and pedes-

trians “come out from behind the hoarding

round the building site — emerging right into
the ‘path .of exiting construction lorries, -Even
though there are scrious safety issucs af the St
John Street end of Owen Streel, it seems that
the risk of injury to cyclists, ‘pedestrians and
wheelchair users has been deemed a risk worth
faking. .

CiWe w:li be workmg wuh the Counc;E and the ;

developer to try and minimise the danger of
people getting hit by big trucks where the road
narrows and the diverted cycle route emerges,
utiseen, into {heir path. We have alruidy sug-

gested that ihe hoarding at ihls point should be -
replaced by a metal grille, so that Iorry drivers _

can at least see who is there.

If you do use the route, pleaée take extra care

when the diversion is up and running. The Jast
thing we want is fo be iel]mg the powers that
be ‘we mld you so .

pol ;)i,mnmg3 )

At the same time as we heard the news about |
these culs, unconfirmed reporis indicate -that
the budget for the LCN in Islington next year is

t0 be substantially more Ahan this -year. The .

obvious question is how are they going to im-

plement an tincreased  programme of works-

with fewer people? ‘Morale and productivity

levels are said to be very low at the moment as. § -
almost -l -officers in :the Traffic Departmen
are Il.wmb o dpply for !hu: own ;ul)s over 1he _

next few momhs

“ICAG has argued against thrs cut but w1lh
£50 million worlh of savings o fi find over four,
years, there was -always .a chance ‘that 1sling-"
ton’s axe would fall on the Jobs affectmg c.y-__'
cling provision, - & :
- The -situation is drf‘!‘rcult and ‘we' are ad- Z
'dressm,g, how best to deal with it. One sugges-
. tion is for ICAG volunteers fo become more.
active in helping implement Istington’s work |

programme, by doing cycle counts and other 1

basic research, so that the best use can be made -
“The fult effect of-
the cuts won’t be known for a few monlhs yet. .

of the resources avallabie

Watch this space for more news.
"Finalfy, it comes as no surprise that the cur-

rent Cycling Officer, Tony Bowen, has decided

to move on. Afler four years at Islington, he is

going to work for | undnn lmmpml Irnm mid-

I’ (.brum ¥.

Desp;te pious aspirations, the NHS has been
shorl on action for some vears, Members fa-.
miliar with the workings of the NHS are
needed to Haise regularly with executives in -
erder 1o try 1o get 1hmgs done as opposed to
just talked about. no

P]ease rmg Leo on ()E"ll 252 3852

Maidmay Rep Needed

ICAG NEbDS o be represented on the Mlld-;
may ‘Forum (an Islington. Council Nelghbour~'

hood i'orum) and its Ir&ﬂ' ic and Envrronmem .

Sub Group o
1t covers important eycIe routes and we need '
fo have a vote and voice in therr consrderatmn
ofcycle route plans
its boundaries are :above St Pauis Rnad and
Green Lanes to Highbury Fields and part of L
H:ghbury New Park and Petherion Road, B
“Anyone hvmg in the ‘arca who could attend '

‘the ‘occasional meetmgs and keep an eye'on

thmgs for ICAG, please rmg Leo on 0171 251 o
3852 : '

lslmgton Cuts Cyclmg Ofﬂcer .

THE TRAFFIC DhPARTMENT at Isimglon
Council is to lose 30% of its staff and the post
of Cycling Officer will be no more. Such is the
effect of major culs in Islington Council. The
Traffic Department is responsible for the Lon-
don Cycle Network (LCN) in Islington, as well
as working on other issues like devciopmg, a
Cycle Stralegy for the borou;,h

“Cyclmg Heroes”

ICAG WAS RECOGN!SED for its efforts in _'
the end of year issue of the Highbury & Is-
“lington Express. ts Diary section had a “... Tist
who.ilave hit the iread!ines in_-

of heroes ...
1998."

- ‘Under the sub-heading Campaig,ners was
"‘lslmgton Cyclists’ Action Group whose dem-

onstrations and . “petitions -assured -the. re-
opening of the Owen Street cycle route.”

Many thanks to all those who signed the pe-
tition, wrote letters anci supported the Crmca! 1

Mass

Help Green lslmgton NHS

VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE to liaise wrlh the 3
hospitals serving Islington: the Whrttmgton _

Moorfields Eye and St Bartholomew’s. :
A Green Travel Quide for the NHS was

taunched at the Whittington . in December: .
- A Ghuide 1o Re'
| ducing Car trips to NHS Facthtaes ' 5

Healthy Transport Toolkit -

Schools Llarson Help Needed |

IH P IS NELR i)l I) f‘mm .members wnh sp{,-
cialised interests.” - :

. People are needed o liaise with the physwal
education teachers at Islington Borough secon- -
dary . schools: ‘Central Foundation, - Finsbury;
Highbury - Fields : ‘Girls; Hrghbury Grove;
1slington Green; Holloway Boys; Mt. Carmel;
St, ‘Aloysius ‘and the former George Orwell,

.?msbury Park now. the Arts and Medre Cel- S

Jege.. : .
~This is to try. to arrange for sludems lo take

part in the Little Green Ride or similar, There .

seems to be a cut off point for bike riding for :

‘children. Bikes seem to be regarded ‘as toys
‘and are used by children for only short drs-_.

tances around where they live.. :
As they leave school and go to work they do_

ot realise that they could ride longer drstances :

to work in many cases. :

~We want to see if we can encourage older
children to go on longer rides so that when
they go to work they could go by bike. '
If interested p!ease ting Leo on 0171—251
3852. :




AT THE E‘ULL Councli meetmg Of 21 Janu—
ary, questions pre-submitted by Ibimgton resi- -

dents were answered.
Amongst them was one from Gavin kllhp,

ICAG . co-ordinator, to- Councillor Michael |-
Boye-Anawomah, Chair of the Enwmmmnt _

Leisure and Transport Committee.

Gavin asked: “1 note with concern ﬂmi he :

post of Cycling Officer -is 10 be lost amid the

significant reduction in the number ot aiaﬂ i

the Traffic Department. -

is ls]mgton planning any new struclures or
new initiatives 1o ensure the promotion. of cy- -

cling and the provision of facilities for cyclists

does not snnply fall oil'the Counctl’s agenda?”

“The - ‘draft writien rep]y from Councu}lor
“While -scarce i€-_'1
sources will need to be’ carefuiiy 1ar5,eled wal— 1
abie and adequate eoverag,e of support mle fer'_'

Boye—Andwomah reads

the - “development " ‘of " cycling 'provi-

smn/mmatlves will be sustamed ﬁom wﬁhm a_'

new Transport Policy Team.

Among initiatives is the iaunch ofa new Cy— _
cle Stratepy - decument ‘early lin, 1he Sprmg_--_
which will identify targets for increase in cy-
elm;, in the borough and prope:,aib 10 audlt:"_-

emstmg routes used by cyclists.’

‘Also,” the Council is bidding for furthez |
funding this ycar ‘from ‘the Cye]e “Network |
Budget Mandf,er to compiete more of Cycle -
Route 8 and next year, besides eompletmn of_'-'
Route -8, will also. be. bidding for iunds 10 -

commence Cycle Route 7.

AH Julure traffic management b(.,huﬁbb wﬁt {
as part of the routine du:l;;,n process, be ::uhju,l :
to ‘audit to ensure that wherever practical suit- ;)

able provision is made for cyclists,”

ICAG looks forward 1o seeing }s[mglon b.'

strategy -document and. weicomes the consid-

eration of provision for. cycllsts in new. namc_.

schemes as a malter of course.

(Note: Cycle Route 7 funs. alom, Mtldmay.*
The . secuon_-
referred 1o for. cempleuon of Cycle Route 8 is -
Beresford 'Ierrace via . Wallace Road 10 St..

Grove .and Nmthamplon Park,

Pauls Road )

Potho!e Reporl:mg

IF YOU VE: ever wende:ed who to cait when :
you've nearly been thrown from your bike due :

to -defects in the road - ‘surface (potlloles il‘l
common parlance) then tryy

Mark Sealey on 0171 527 4767 for hui-..s in-

non-irunk roads or- Mouchel Doyle on. 0181

road

Hae&mey Hag@penmge

THE LOCAL LCC group in Hackney has been -

in touch with-ICAG regarding the proposal to

__.reium -Shereditch H:;;,h Street -t two- -way |
‘working.

Hackney Council are actively plannmg iem-
porary arrangements 1o retumn to {wo-way op-
eration. The problem is that Islington Council
have objected, thinking that this traffic reduc-

fion neasure will mereasn imlhc aemse the :

bm der,

- islington Counc:l are also onckmg the Cltys :
-piaﬂs to widen the ring. of plastic. — plans .
backed by everybody else mvo]ved in Tower

E ldmh,ts and lackney. -

“We have agreed to. Smd ILAG represema-_'
_'twes to the next Hackney eyeilsis meetm;, ('
.dzseuss these issues: togelher wilh-the ‘South-
-g,aie Road cycle crossing, the. Seven fﬁibiﬁ]‘b_- v
route and Finsbury Park and th. idtchl news on ;
-Owen Slreet (many Haekneyues use thls_';
}route) : :

_':_P@hee Gmup Meetmg

"MEMBERS- MAY lmve seen lhe repeii in: 1iu.
Htghbury & j.simg!on Express on 4 December /|l
about Paul Standeven and a road rage. incident .
last year when he suffered injury and: ‘damage.
'to ‘his bike in !hg,hbuty Grove. The paper had -

p;cked it up !mm anagenda item of the. Police

and Commumiy Lonsu!lalwe Group (PCCG) :

m:.etm;:, U
At dhe !HM,UHL,, a senior ;mltw ()ﬁn.,u ywe

-;,,uluul answers Ao how an incident of Ahis
seriousness could have pmmpied so dittle of[i-
- '._Clai ‘action. In puvale ‘discussion . Paul was

given advice on oblammg details. required to

pursue a privale claim | agamst the motonst :i‘
_he can still be traced. :
~We are also Arying 10 pursue lhe pobs:b:hty .
of acuon dyjlnsl molorists who park on LTS8~ |
'halehed centres of ‘roads marked . as ‘eycle |
fmuies Wiihout literaily - c)ba!ruump, the road
they reduce the width of the roadway available
1o cyclssls and drivers: trym}, 1o overtake. !hal.
feads 1o cycllsts “feeling mtamtdaied and re- -
: _duees the effectiveness of the cycle route. Cur- _
rent examples are. Barnsbuly Road end ihg,h-

bury New Park,

Ar anyane wants any mues mlsed at -the
PCCG, in relaiian 10 cyeling in islington, con- | g
Tack Adrldn Williams at 56 Highbury (m;ve, RIVIC
' '-l( AU MLEETS monthly at the Fown Hall..

N3 “ZAG, 0171 226 4894(h), 017
fi()ﬁ?(w), or arwlihams(a)pmlmmler co.uk

906 9222 where the probiem s on a trunk

_Em@mmg Feee

OLIVER | JON}::E: LON!ALILD ]s!mg!an :
Cyelist after reading the article i in 1he last issue -
by ‘Adrian Williams abow air g,un haze;ds
while cycling:

“Sometime in the spring 1 was cyelm@, aiem,
the Caledonian Road when something whizzed

past me and whacked into a parked car 1 was

passing, ‘There was & denl in the car door
which would seem 10 imply something -about -
the size of a grape, but the road was too busy -
and too littered with debris for me 1o be ableto
do a proper. search and frankly 1 didn’t want to

“hang around when someone was nrm}: 1hmgs

Fassumed at the time that. it was ‘probably
fired by a catapult hom someom in-a house _
overlooking the scene, because of the size’ and
speed. It scared the living day!z;,his out of me. .

11t had it me 1 would have been se:musty_ o
mjmed i didn’t u.purl it as it seemed Ampossi- o
ble to -prove. What :,hould one, do in such ir-
cums!ances?” S : SR

Has anyene ‘had: samt]ar expenences? Whai;.-'
did you ‘do? Coniact’ I.slmgron Cyelist and !(.1
us know deimia althe builem 01 1hc pag,c B

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comner of Sun-

nyside Rd 'md Iiﬂf&.llvllie d, Nl‘) (OfT iimn-' : o

sey Rise).” 24 _Februa;y and ’74 Mmeh

7=9.30 p.m. : :;
Cosls fo: ;my aessmn ;£I {Sﬁp unwab{.d) to- _
wards costs, S
kashup ﬁL\‘.I(Hh wnil be alaulmh ngmn u! L
ibimbum ticology (entu. in Apul Su: ﬂLM
issue for details. '

EASY-PACED Ru)l,s of dl{)lind 30 miles run "

every Sunday lortmghl - 14 and 28 }‘ebrua:y,

-14 and 28 March. -

"Meet at 10,15 a.m. at Imsbury Park sldlmn.*_' :

Don’t forget your South East network card or.
“10 *borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s! :

“Retura to f-msbury Parl\ is usually belwecn_ :

S5=6pm.

“For more d{‘!dl.lﬁ eomael ‘me on {JI"II 729_ o
5409

The next two meetings are 10 i'ebsuary dild v
10 March fiom 7.30 10.9.30 p.m, -
AT yowve something to say aboul cychn;, in .

Es]inbmn pieﬂse come alon&,

Please send any lelters, articles, classified ads, photos, civtoons, ariwork ete. fo icagi@precise-d demon co.uk or fux 0171 35-{ 5832 or write to:

1 he Ldﬂar. J’s!ingmn C)ac!l.s

64 81, I’ewr sblreel Nl 448, l’h:)mwp) hrg by (. wl L unias u/( um(,lut( G i».r' i }-aiun:g [ I\Imgmn( wmm A(,ﬂun {mmp 1999
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STRANGE GOINGS ON at the
Angel. Towards the end of Sep-
tember, a high wooden hoarding
was put up along the length of
Owen Street, the cycle/pedestrian
roude that cuts off a corner at the
Angel junction. Metal gates went
up at one end and soon afterwards
the whole route was blocked off.

A narrow footpath was left
down one side with a dozen or
more ‘barriers along its length,
turning one of Islington’s best-
used cycle facilities into what the
Highbury and Islington Express
reported as “an urban obstacle
couse”.

A, few days later ‘diversion’
signs appeared. But were they
really sending cyclists round a
fast-moving gyratory system with
two dangerous right-hand turns to
negotiate? Indeed, they were,

ICAG responded with a petition
at the closed cycle route on two
weekday mornings, gathering 440
signatures in four hours, A cycle
count at the same time revealed a
peak flow of 240 cyclists an hour
— an average of one cyclist every
fifteen seconds. People signed the
petition, took the Council’s phone
number, and proceeded to ring up

and complain in large numbers, -

Cyclists queue to slgn the Re-open Owen Street petition

veloper, Groveworld, bhad an
agreement with Islington Council
going back several years allowing
them to use Owen Street to park
their construction lorries during
development of an adjacent site.
The cycle route was 10 be rein-
stated onice the development work
was finished ~ a temporary clo-
sure of at least eighteen months,
but more fikely to be two or three
years. It also transpired that
Groveworld had only just applied

Aor:'planning permission for the

scheme they really want to de-

route was therefore premature, to
say the least.

The local papers continued to
cover the story in the weeks that
followed, with the most recent
report on the visit by Critical
Mass on Halloween night — about
a hundred cyclists blocked the
Angel junction, wielding placards
in protest at the closure, all
decked out in witch’s costumes
and flashing devil horns.

Behind the scenes, a number of
things happened. Meetings took
place first with three, then with

n Aims to Keep Owen Street Open

pates were re-opened, a section of
the hoarding was taken down and
the route is open to cyclists again
as we go to press,

Campaigners agreed that the
best outcome to aim for was the
complete re-opening of the cycle
route both during and afler con-
struction work. This would mean
the construction traffic going in
and out of the site off Goswell
Road instead of from Owen
Street. Goswell Road is the Al
trunk route and therefore the re-
sponsibility of the Highways
Agency, not the responsibility of
Isiington Council.

At the moment, the campaign is
awaiting a reply from the Chief
Executive of the Highways
Agency. Both the developer
Groveworld and Islington Council
seem happy to explore moving the
site access to Goswelf Road and
keeping Owen Street open. But it
is the Highways Agency that will
ultimately decide whether or not
this can happen. It is our job to
keep up the pressure on all con-
cerned and to put a strong case to
the Highways Agency in the next
few weeks.

See over the page for more

It turned out that a property de-

velop. Blocking off the cycle

four Council departinents.

The  comment on Owen Street,

What You Can Do

THE CAMPAIGN has got the closed route
temporarily re-opened, but the bigger prize is
not yet won, In order to keep Owen Street
open, we need to keep up the pressure. That
means good old-fashioned letter-writing. Be-
low.are some ideas of points to make and peo-
ple to write to:

¢Islington Council and central government
have policies committing them to promoting
cycling and reducing private motor traffic,
How does the closure of the Owen Street cycle
lane achieve these policy objectives?

¢ The alternatives for cyclists involve danger-
ous main roads: Islington High Street, City
Road and Goswell Road.

+ At peak times the route attracted 240 cyclists
an hour — one every 15 seconds (source: ICAG
survey, September 1998),

¢ The hoarding encloses a development site,
but the developer Groveworld have only just
applied for planning permission for their new
development. Until this new scheme gets plan-
ning permission, the closure of Owen Street is
premature,

Who to write to:

(=1 Clir Wally Burgess, Chair, Planning
Committee, Islington Town Hall, Upper St, N1
2UD

=1 Cllr Michael Boye-Anawomah, Chair,
Environment, Leisure & Transport Commitiee,
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD

Clive Chapinan, Agsistant Head, Environ-
ment and Leisure Services (Engineering), PO
Box 3333, 222 Upper Street, London N1 1YA

{=} Ivor Jones, Team Leader (West), Devel-
opment Control, 222 Upper St, London NI
1XR

Your local MP (Jeremy Corbyn, Islington
North; Chris Smith, Islington South) at: House
of Commons, London SW1 1AA

(<3 Highbury & Islington Express, 1 Agztec
Row, Berners Road, London N1 0PW

= Islington Gazette, 161 Tottenham Lane,
London N8 9BU

[=] Groveworld Ltd, 4A Helenslea Avenue,
London NW11 8ND.




John Billeter Memorial Ride

IT IS JUST over a year since John Billeter was
knocked off his bike and killed by a car. The
accident happened a few miles outside Oxford,
where John had pone 1o do a teacher training
course. Jobit fed the Little Green Ride for
many years, as well as being Borough Co-
ardinamtor for several months before the move
to Oxford meant he had to stand down.

A cold, clear day on Sunday |5 November
saw 16 cyclisls make a special trip by frain to
Oxford and a ride to the scene of the accident.
Fresh Mowers were placed between the spokes
of the bicycle wheel left last year as a memo-
rial.

As we slood by the side of the road in private
reflection, the traffic thundered by and
thoughts inevitably turned to the brutal reality
of all those road traflic accident statistics. As
one person commented, “Where are they all

going i such a hurry? What is so imponant .
about their lives that they can put other peo-:

ple’s lives at risk?”

The rde coincided with Roadpence D.ly, :
when people remember loved ones killed -on. |
the roads, a week afler Remembrance Sunday, -

Bike Shop Updates

THE LCC OFFICE are updating their bicycle

shop database. Listed in Islington are:

% Cycle Centre, 302 Holloway Road N7
Tel: 0171 700 6222/6611}

< Cycle Surgery, 25 Horsell Road N5
Tel: 0171 609 2348

% Daycock Cycles, 140a Seven Sisters Rd N7
Tel: 0171 272 6302

% Mosquito Rikes, 123 Essex Road N1
Tel: 0171 226 8765/884 1

% 548 Cycles, 29 Chapel Market N1
Tel: 0171 278 1631

If you know of any others in Islington, or have
any experience with any of these that you think
might be relevant to the database, please con-
tact Mark Hubbard at the LCC aoffice on 0171
928 2318.

Smooth ‘Lips’ on Bunhill Row

LIPS ON speed tables and similar traffic-
calming devices are the bane of cyclists as they
make roads obstacle courses and break spokes.

Two speed tables were being installed in
Bunhill Row, Finsbury, to slow down traffic in
this one-way street and protect young children
at Moorfields Primary school, They had 1%
inch lips.

The council was told aboul this and engineer
Stewart Wood and the contractor did an ex-
cellent job smoothing them out, so that cycling
on them now is no problem,

Owen Street Comment
by Gavin Killip

OWEN STREET raises lots of issues and
neatly illustrates many of the shructural and
cultural barriers which mean that utility oycling
in Britain is still light years behind many of aur
Lrapean neighbotsrs,

Structuratly, the way we manage our roads is
divided up between bodies with different ob-
jectives: the Traflic Direclor rules the bus
lanes, the Highways Agency looks after the
main trunk routes, and the Council looks afler
the rest. This means thal any imaginative
thinking tends to be confined to each body’s
hittle ficfdom. The alternative to closing Owen
Street is to take site access off Goswell Road.
But that’s not a Council road, as officers have
been at pains to point out in the IA’;[ coup]e of
months.

Car culture is another big pmblem I's re-
Meeted in the place that cycling occupics in the

struclural fierarchies and jn the way that road
sengincers perceive their role, 1 proviston for -
cycting was buill into_the job descriptions and

integrated inlo the Araining of cvery. highways
engineer, then we might get somewhere. They
can gl drive a car and design a roundabout.
But how many of them ride a bike? How many
could design a eycle route that didn’t a) buckle

“your.wheels, b) disappear at dangerous junc-

tions, ) lead you half way round an estate, or
d) take you away from the places where lots of
people want to go?

Then there’s the interface between transport
and land use planning. If a piece of land is
bordered on all sides by existing buildings,
then construction lorries park on the roadway,
We wouldn’t dream of knocking down another
huilding just to park lorrics. DBut, as Owen
Street shows, a cycie route is a dispensable
facility that is easily sacrificed to the god of
Keeping Traffic Moving.

Meanwhile, povernment targets for Road
Traffic Reduction are set, and politicians make
welcome noises about integrated transport. We
know that cycling is not for everyone, but it
can make a significant contribution to tackling
pollution and congestion. It will only manage
that if more non-cyclists can be encouraged out
of their cars. Surveys consistently show that
road danger is the most important barrier to
increasing cycle use, not the weather or the
fear of looking daft in reflective clothing.
When we do get a halfidecent facility like
Owen Street, then people flock to it. It’s a
direct, safe, last and convenient route. The
irony is, they didn’t even know how important
a link it was until they closed it.

A solution is to use the footpath beside the
wall dividing off the sailway line, This has
been walked with council officers and agreed
that it’s worth looking'into further.

Mildmay Contraflow

A GOOD deal of time has been spent devel-
oping 4 conlra-flow cycle route along Mildmay
North, a one-way street beside the railway line
near Dalston.

Cycling Hazards In Islington
by Advian Williams

ON SBUNDAY 8§ November at about 9 p.m, {
was shot at with an airgun in Barnsbury Road.
t was not hit so how do I know? | heard a dis-
charge of air from high up on my right and a
sound of a hard ilem bouncing around low on
my left. 1 circled the site twice more to see any
suspicious aclion and T found it: an open win-
dow high up with two faces looking out and
the lights swiltly turned off.

[ reported this to Tolpuddle Street Police and
they told me a taxi driver had reported a simi-
lar strike on a windscreen in Barnsbury Road
shorily before. | was taken up the street by car

‘to check for more shots. To proceed the police

need.a witness with sight of the gun, not just
my gucss at where it was fired from. There are
not many wilnesses on a wet Sunday evening
in November.

So far this is just a warning about Bamsbury
Road. Any further information welcome. There
is a general point to make also, Having air
weapons fired at you is an occasional hazard of
inner city riding. The simplest way to protect
yourself against the most serious likely result
(blinding) is to wear eye protection in the form
of safety glasses available from DIY stores.
They also protect you from other hazards fike
overhanging vegetation, heavy insects, low-
flying pigeons, car aerials and ropes or straps
on lorries. They are cheap compared to hel-
mets, much more use and they don’t get you
overheated in Summer,

cle Workshop Dates

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comer of Sunnyside
Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19 (off Homsey Rise).
27 Janvary 7 - 9.30 pm.

Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaged).

Little Green Ride Dates

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run every

Sunday fortnight - 6
3, 17 and 31 January.

Meet at 10.10 a.m. at Finsbury Park station. Don’t
forget your South East network card or to ‘borrow’ a
ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—6pm.

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729 5409

and 20 December,

ICAG MEETS monthly at the Town Hall,

The next two meetings are 9 December and
13 Januvary from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in Is-
lington please come along.

Pleaxe send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork efe. to icagi@precise-Itd demon.co.uk or fax 0171 354 5832 or write 1o:
The Editor, Islington Cyelist, 68 St. Peter’s Street N1 8JS.. Photocepying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Conrier Training. © Islington Cyclists' Action Group 1998
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Merger Discussions

AT ICAGHs recent meetings the subject of the
merger of the LCC and CTC has been a hot
Llopic,

In September, Stuart Reid was invited along
to tell us about the changing CTC and how a
merger could benefit both parties,

There is plenty of coverage of the issues in
London Cyclist and you can also listen to and
participate in the debate at LCC's AGM on 10
QOctober.

We in Islington are quite fortunate that the
venue for the AGM is in owr borough, so we
have fewer excuses for not attending!

Please make sure you use yomr vote —
cither gt the AGM or by proxy. Aflerall, iy
your organisation,

Ecology Centre Gets Tooled Up

AS REGULAR helpers at bike maintenance
know, the only down side has been having to
dash home and drag a heavy toolbox down the
Holioway Road of a Wednesday evening. But
1o more.

With funds from the Friends of Gillespie
Park and the Islington Road Safety Depart-
ment, a new tool kit and bike stands have been
bought for use at the Islington Ecology Centre.

Chamberlaine’s bike shop got the tools at
cost price and delivered them in time for Sep-
tember’s session.

The last Ecology Centre workshop this year
is on 7 October with sessions restarting next
April.

Workshops confinue all year round at Sun-
nyside Community Gardens (except in Decem-
ber and August), so if you fancy learning a bit
about how your two-wheeled steed works, why
not come along?

Contact Gavin on 0171 607 1950 for more
details.

See overleaf for venue locations and dates.

Funds Raised at Gillespie Park

THE ANNUAL festival at Gillespie Park was
held on 13 Seplember wilh the usual mix of
delicious food, live music and stalls, Nature
walks wilh Ticology Cenire slaft revealed the
wildtife haven that the park has become on the
former railway yard south of Finsbury Park.

Chamberlaine’s bike shop of Kentish Town
gave us a £200 Dawes bike to raflle, with pro-
ceeds shared equally between ICAG and Sus-
trans (the charity with lottery money for the
National Cycle Network and projects such as
Safe Routes to Schools).

At £1 a time and with haif a dozen volun-
teers selling tickets, we raised a total of £366,
With ICAG’s hall we paid for two runner-up
prizes — each a year's membership of LCC —
and, logether with a small profit from LCC
merchandise sales, we cleared £150 profit.

The question of how best to spend the money
has not been finalised. Sugpestions so far in-
clude getting the forthcoming ICAG Manilesto
produced professionally and buying a tool kit
for the bike maintenance workshop at Sun-
nyside Community Gardens.

If anyone has any other ideas, give Gavin a
ring on 0171 607 1950,

The Council has also brought out Supple-
mentary Planning Guidance on Green Travel
Plans which will require businesses to supply
GTPs as part of new planning applications.

Money Goes Against the Flow

CYCLISTS ARE included in a £500,000
“sweetener™ for road works that will accom-
pany a new development on the City border.

The development will be for premises for
solicitors Slavghter and May and the City
Business School.

The cyclists’ share is a southbound contra-
flow cycle lane in one-way Bunhill Row.

ICAG hopes eventually to see this section as
part of a roule that stretches from Stoke New-
ington Church Street to the Bank of England.

Safer Crossing Considered

A PLAN for a new toucan crossing (for use by
pedestrians and cyclists) at the dangerous
Wallace Road / St. Paul’s Road junction will
be considered by the Council.

An on-site meeting took place with Council
officers and a daily user of the route to exam-
ine the junction.

Healthier Green Travellers

A REQUEST for a Green Travel Plan (GTP)
was accepied voluntarily by Holimes Place ple
for its new health and fitness centre at the
Honourable Artillery Company, Bunhill Row.

An organisation’s GTP aims to reduce the
environmental impact of its staff travelling to
and from work.

There are 5 planning applications for these
centres before Islington Council and ICAG
have asked that a GTP be a condition of ap-
proval.

Tree Planting in Islington

by Alison Dines

YOU MAY remember a newsletter item about
an April tree planting session in the borough.
Although not known for my green fingers, a
friend and 1 decided to go along to have a go
and support a good cause!

The day started at the Islington Beology
Centre where about 11 volunteers (mostly from
the Drngon Eeology Group) joied scveral
members of the staff of Istington Council’s
Mature Conservation Team,

The first task, following an introduction, was
1o add to an existing, but rather sparse, hedge-
row in the Centre's grounds. This was pretty
hard work as ihe soil there is poor with lots of
stones and rubble, although it was encouraging
to see the previous year’s plants coming on.
We planted various species including haw-
thotn, blackthorn, holly, dog wood and dog
rose and then stopped for a picnic lunch eaten
around the big sundial there.

The Ecology Cenire is well worth a visit if
you haven’t been and the Nature Conservation
Team organises all sorfs of walks and other
activitics around the borough. These are de-
tailed in a leaflet called Islington Wildlife Di-
ary available from the Ecology Centre, tel.:
0171 354 5162.

The next seasion was ot a part of the Now
River between Canonbury Road and Willow
Bridge Road. As the only person on a bicycle 1
arrived ahead of everyone who was driving,
but admiuedly didn’t have quite the capacity to
carry the spades and forks as the van did! Here
we planted the same types of hedgerow but it
was much easier digging on the bank of what
used to be part of London’s water supply, but
which is now a pleasant wildlife waik.

The finai port of call was Barnsbury Wood to
meet a “willow weaver”, a lady who was con-
structing a shelter within the woods from wil-
low. When a willow branch is planted it will
take root so in effect a living shelter was being
made and it will be interesting to watch it
grow.




Our rewarding day ended here and | shall
enjoying checking the propress (or otherwise!)
of e various hedges |was involved in plant-
ing. The Nature Conservation Team stalT, es-
pecially Bob Gilbert, are very friendly and
knowledgeable and [ recommend attending any
of their walks or talks.

ICAG on Police Group

v Advian Willicms

On 22 July [ was accepted as an official repre-
gentative of 1CAG on Islinglon’s Pollce and
Community Consultative Group which meets
at the Town lalt about 6 times per year, This
shoudd allow easier access to police officers fo
ask about things such as action pgainst danger-
ous drivers and cycle thieves,

If anyone wants any issues raised In relation
to cycling in Islington contact me at 56 High-
bury Grove, N§ 2AG, 0171 226 4894(h), 0171
477 4057(w), or arwilliams{@postmaster.co.uk.

The PCC Group is a statutory body consist-
ing of councillors, senior police officers in
both Islington and Holloway police areas, and
representalives of many different cotnmunity
groups. No one raised any objeclion to ICAG
being represented but it led to a long diversion
on one of the PCCG’s hobbyhorses: cycling on
pavements.

As i common for cousibtative groups in bs-
lington or elsewhcre, many of the members are
ciderty and have poor cyesight and hearing.
Discussions are rambling and repetitive bul the
councillors and police allow them to blow off
steam. The police generally don’t say much but
sometimes they summarise the legal position

and say what they can achieve without dis-.

cussing particular incidents.

All this led me to think it would be useful o
review ICAG’s view of cycling on pavements
at the same time as reporting the legal position
and encouraging our members not to do it. The
Deputy Prime Minister may be giving us good
publicily and encouraging more people o cycle
but among elderly people cyclists are regarded
as a menace when breaking the law by riding
on pavements, jumping red lights and crossing
pedestrian crossings alongside or across the
paths of pedestrians. This often leads to objec-
tions 1o cycle facHities which the Council pro-
poses and we support.

In Islingion the most recent problem was the
rejection of cycle lanes along Petherton Rd
ostensibly because of loss of car parking space.
A previous case was the rejection of a route
through the Hilldrop Estate which led fo the
expense of a separate longer path being con-
structed. For tenants to drive cars through the
estale wos normad, Allowing extra eyclists to
mix with the cars was seen as a threat to the
tenants, Behind both these rejections is a gen-
eral dislike of cyclists by older tenants and
community representatives.

This i not simply a case of the older people
thinking they couldn’l pet away with it when
they were younger so why should younger
people now. Collisions between pedestrians
and cyclists lead to many injuries and a few
deaths each year. It is no use 1o older people to
tell them that cars kill or injure many more,
They know that but they expect lo be fairly
safe on a pavement or crossing. Having cy-
clists weaving around them makes them feel
unsafe and leads to a peneral feeling of intimi-
dation, Pedestrians imove erratically and expect
to continue (o do so on the lootway, On the
carriageway everyone (on fool, two wheels,
four wheels) is expected to show wmore pur-
poseful and disciplined behaviour in acknow-
ledgement of the greater risks,

The people most at risk are the old and the
young, Children may be oo young to under-
stand the risks and take no precautions. Older
people understand the risks but can’t fully
protect themselves. They don’t easily see or
hear cychists and fear collisions. It does not
matter at what speed the cyclist moves. Fast
cyclists are an obvious risk in collisions but
slow cyclists have to wobble around more to
keep their balance and they stitl appear a threat
to older people. Collisions can easily lead to
broken bones for older people and those [rac-
tures take longer to heal.

My personal opinion of cyclists riding on
pavements is that they can be classified as
children, wimps or yobs, There are no exnel
definitions of those categories so you make
your ows judgement when you see them.
ICAG has no collective opinion about riding
on pavements but ICAGA.CC generally en-
courages cyclists to act lepally while lobbying
for better facilities.

If anyone asks me what ICAG does about it
tell them that we collabarate with the Council
to improve facilitics for eyclists on the road-
way thus we do what we can to keep cyclists
on the road, not the pavement. ! do not tell
them that cyclists are avoiding risks by riding
on pavements. Most people know that but they
don’t see why they should be endangered be-
cause the wimps and yobs don't want to take
the trouble to use the carriageway correctly.

Children on small-wheel bikes (diameter 18"
or less) are expected to stay on the pavement
while learning. Bikes with only a front brake
are not legal on the road. The law has never
taken account of small wheel bikes for adults.
BMX bikes are street-legal and are for use on
or off roads but off-road does not mean on-
footway, In British law they count as adult
bikes for use on the road.

The attitude of the police is that cyeling on
pavements is a minor offence that is a problem
to them at present because it can only be dealt
wilh by summons o courl. There has heen
some publicity earlier this year about turning it
into a lixed penalty offence but that still re-
quires police time. There is no chance at pres-
ent that the Crown Prosecution Service will

allow the time of Highbury Magistrates Court
f¢ be used for eyeling olfences so only general
advice and cautions will be issued by the po-
lice. When fixed penalties are allowed there
may be a bit more action.

The police in Islington, as elsewhere, can be
criticised for failing to take this seriousty while
a problem built up across the whole country,
They have failed to suggest (in public} any way
of increasing resources to control dangerous
cycling (and driving). If they have put this
subject i reports to the Home OfTice we don’t
know of it.

Untit the police do more to control danger-
ous cycling we shall continue to hear the same
old complaints from community represenia-
tives and every proposal to pet more facilities
for cyclists will meet objections. But, even
inactive ICAG members can help individually
by encouraging other cyclists to ride legatly on
the road, not the pavement.

Website Correction

HARINGEY CYCLING Campaign’s website
has moved to www.users.globalnet.co.uk/
~deorfindex.hiim,

Apologies for the misinformation in our last
issue,

Islington Tcology Centre: corner of Drayton
Park and Gillespie Road, N5. 7 OQctober,
7-9pm,

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corner of Sun-
nyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19 (off Horn-
sey Rise). 28 October and 25 November,
7-9.30 p.m,

Costs for any sesston: £1 (50p unwaged) to-
wards costs.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run

every Sunday forfnight — 11 and 25 October,
8 and 22 November,

Meet at 10.15 a.m. at Finsbury Park station.
Don’t forget your South East network card or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5—-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729
5409 {not before 11:00 a.m. on Saturday).

Meeting

ICAG MEETS monthly at the Town Hall,

‘The next twe meetings are 14 Qctober and
11 November from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington please come along.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, ariwerk efe. o feagl@precise-lid.demon.co.uk or fax 0171 354 5832 or write to:
The Editor, Islington Cyelisi, 68 St. Peter's Street NI 8JS.. Photocopying by Carl Lamas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists' Action Group 1998
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Pedicabs Launched

THOSE OF YOU who shop at Sainsbury’s
Liverpool Road store may have noticed a new
vehicle in our midst - the pedicab. These four-
wheeled mnchines are pedal-powered  pollu-
tion-fiee alternatives to cars, buses and taxis
that can transport you and your shopping Lo
your front door.

There are three pedicabs on the road spon-
sored by Sainshiry’s. The driver sits over the
front axle with space behind lor two adulls or
an adult and two children plos shopping,

*I'he pedicabs have allracted a lol ol aiten-
tiony wilh few nepative conmments™, said Jona-
than Edwards, the brains behind the scheme.
“We hope lo go London-wide with Sainsbury’s
and are also considering home deliverics with
a van version of the vehicle™,

Jonathan is looking for drivers o keep the
three machines running daily from 10 a.m. to
& p.m. There is a £10 daily rental charge pay-
able by the driver that includes the hefty inswr-
ance premium required. The rental is on a pro
rata basis depending on the number of hours
the pedicab is taken out for. Earnings (after
deducting the rental) are currently averaging
£6 to £8 an hour.

Drivers must be 21+ and hold a full driving
licence. “It scems strange, but il gives our
cusfoiners confidence that our drivers can han-
dle a car-sized vehicle”.

If your interested in driving a pedicab pleasc
call Jonathan on 0171 704 1884,

They want to close the Owen Street section
of the cycle route connecting Goswell Road
with St John Street. This is to allow a devel-
oper, Groveworld Ltd, o rebuild a block of
terraces.

Whilst a 4 11 wide path would be leit for pe-
destrians, the highway engineers have pro-
posed that cyclists exil {rom Colebrooke Row
down Ciy Rd, turn into Wakely St then go
back up Goswell Road Lo rejoin cycle route 3
it Chirdwelt St

The council was told in no uncertain terms
that this is folally unacceptable, It is a long
diversion, in dangerous otor traffic that few
cyclists would bother with, We will he ineeting
a developer’s represenlative to try to see if
there is an acceptable alternative

Exmouth Market

EXMOUTH MARKET is to be pedestrianised
in the autumn, though cyclists will be able to
usc it.

At present il is onc-way street infesied with
cars and vans, It is an important part of a route
from Farringdon Road and Roscberry Avenug
o Skinner Street.

Bike Rack Amnesia

A DEVELOPMENT of 34 flats and houses on
the corner of Liverpool and Offord Roads has
been completed withomt (he cyele racks tha
had been part of the planning permission, We
were told that the developer might not have
cnough money!

However, cash had been found for 12 car
parking spaces, The Council case officer was
left in no doubt that there will be trouble if he
is fenient,

Main Route Blockage

AS WL WENT to press the councif informed
us that its highways engineers want to block
the main cycleway in Islington for 18 months,

Doug's Dank Diary

(or How I Weathered Bike Week)
by Doug Anguy

Saturday 9.30 a.m. Victoria Park Bike Festival.
Misty starl with promise of rain. Sel up mark-
ers for fun ride round park and lead first ride.
Intend to leave midday but lots of other jobs to
do. Sun comes out. Caught with no sunglasses,
Ivat or suncream.

Tuesday 7.00 a.m, Capital Radio, Ieicester
Sq. to help with cyclist's breakfast. Not wel at

all as am on siall inside café. Believed to be
dry outside.

Wednesday 6:00 a.m. Woken by pouring
rain. Must be National Bike to Work day. On
bike to help set up ICAG's cyclists’ breakfast.
Whilst waiting al Colebrooke Row lights ad-
mire streant gurghing down Cily Rd. Discover
the joys of wel string handling attempting to tie
banners to railings. Leave breakfast at 8.15
a.m. for work. By now am freezing cold. Note:
next (ime wear beiter socks and flecce jacket
under walerproof to avoid hypothenmnia.

Friday 8:00 a.m. Visit Hackney cyclists’
breakfast. How come they pet sunshine and
blue skies? Get Liz to join LCC, One more
member for Hackney,

Saturday 1:30 p.m. Leave house and head off
for Young Persons’ Cycling Event at Whit-
tington Park with trailer. Starts to rain. Arrive
at park to full downpour. How will we sell
stuff from under puddle-covered shower cur-
tain? Amazed al turnout. Loads of kids with
parents in tow. Children gamely tackling road
safety course in rain. ‘Road’ markings con-
stantly washing away and need re-painting,
Better prepared this time with waterproof
socks and lleece jacket, Mayor arrives in limo.
Jeremy Corbyn arrives as wel as we are,

Have to fix kids puncture in rain. My worst
nightmare, Always carry spare myself to avoid
rondside repairs. Fingers poing numb. Will
paich bond properly in damp atmosphere?
Fortunately it does,

4.30 p.m. decide to pack up. Tip paddling
pool out of trniler, 5.00 p.n. Can't believe il
Rain has stopped. Go to pub to recover spirits.
While in pub it’s dry outside. Leave pub, rain
starts. Get home. Sit in hot bath till fully wrin-
kled.

Sunday 3.00 p.m. Stoke Newington Church
Street Festival, Invited to Maria’s BBQ. Sign
up Maria and Jacques to LCC. That's three this
week for Hackney! Bet they didn’t get any for
us. Feel smug as rain starts while handing un-
sold LCC merchandise to Hackney crew,

Colour Copyist Sought

DO YOU HAVE free or low-cost access to a
colour photocopier or scanning and printing
technology?

If so, you can help ICAG by repreducing
colour photographs of cycle(less) facilities to
present to the Councll.

For more details, ring Leo Chapman on
0171 251 3852,




hite Paper Arrives

THE  GOVERNMUNT'S  eagerly  awaited
White Paper 4 New Deal for Transport; Ij?cfrer
Jfor Evervone has finally been published,

Was il worth the wait from a cyclist’s view-
point? LCC’s analysis is that it was. The key
points (culled from a LCC briefing note on the
White Paper) are:

e  Fndorsement of the National Cycling
Strategy targets 1o double cyele use by 2002,
and double it again by 2012,

s  Recognition that road danger is a deter-
rent to cycling, so that road salety policies
should take account of cycling,

¢« The new Creater London Authority to
draw up a transport stratepy for London which
would include cycling and the London Cycle
Network

o Provision of secure parking for cycles at
bus sheiters and research into how pedestrian
and cycle access o inferchanges ean he im-
proved.

e  Rail operators to report on their success in
meeting the objectives in the code of practice
including improved access for eyclists o sta-
tions, suflicient and convenient cycle parking
at stations and safe and secure onboard storage
of cycles.

e To work with operators 1o find ways of
carrying cycles on buses and coaches.

e bocal authoritics will be encouraged to
introduce traffic management measures in-
cluding eyele route petworks and control and
enforcement of on-sirect parking restrictions.

e New guidance on 20 mph zones and reit-
eration of earlier proposals to free local
authorities to make their own decisions about
20 mph speed limiis.

e  Support for "Home Zones", (with low
speeds, which give priority to pedestrians and
cyclisis) slating that many of the objectives of
[tome Zones could be achicved without new
legislation.

= A new road safety target to be published
laler this year, with a strafegy outlining meas-
ures to achieve it. " ... improve the safety of
more vulnerable road users in a way Lhat is
consistent with encouraging more cycling and
walking."

o Tetter enforcement of traffic law lo
achieve safety targets.

e A review of speed policy to look at the
contribution reduced  speeds could make (o
environmental, social and road safety objec-
tives.

e Recognition of the need to relieve con-
gestion in order to benefit cyclists. Legislation,
following consullation is proposed to allow
jocal authorities to introduce congestion
charging.

e  lLegislation is proposed to allow local
authorities to introduce a charge on workplace
parking.

e Funds from congestion charging and
workplace parking will be used to fund local
iransport alternalives (including eycling).

e New guidance will he issued for new
developments aimed at ensuring accessibility
on foot, by bicycle and public transport.

e  Guidance o be tssued on how land use
planning can promole eycling,

e Proposals (o extend the use of speed cam-
eras and improvements to the funding of such
cameras, in the longer term, the use of cruise
controf devices that would prevent cars ex-
ceeding the speed limit are not ruled out,

e To work with Local Authorities to en-
courage the take up of green transport plans by
local buginess. The Government also commits
to introducing its own green transport plans for
all Government buitdings by March 2000.

e  Proposals for safe routes to school should
alHow more children to cycle to school. The
Government plans to help {und Sustrans Safe

Routes to School projects.

The White Paper is a statement of Govern-
met policy. The policy needs (o be translated
into early legislation and guidance that reflects
the White Paper’s aims.

To keep the pressure up:

2 Write (o your MP (Chris Smith or Jeremy
Corbyn) praising the White Paper and urge
him to support early legislation. If you drive a
car, mention this,

Write (o your loeal Councillors express-
ing your support lor the White Paper and thal
you wish to see measures outlined imple-
menled quickly. Islington Council could do
with the revenue from workplace parking!

The white paper runs to 170 pages and costs
£16.50 from the Stationery Office in
Kingsway. Alternatively it's free to download
firom the DETR web site at
www.detr.gov.uk/itwp/index itm

The full LCC briefing note on the while pa-
per is available al www.lce.org.uk/lce

This naturally leads to the question ag to why
ICAG don’t have one. Answer: lack of time
and expertise. If you have some of the things
we currently lack and you'd be interested in
launching ICAG into cyberspace and keeping
us in orbit please email icag@precise-
Itd.demon.co.uk

Wonderful Websites

CAMDIN CYCLING Campaign  launched
their website in early July and jolly fine it is
too. You'll find it at www.greengas.u-net.com/
with amongst other things, information on the
Seven Stations Link Cycle Route, o proposal Lo
link seven major rail stations between Pad-
dington and Liverpool Street via Marylebone,
Euston and the three stations at King’s Cross.
LCC in Hackney have an excellent site at
www.hackney-cyclists.org.uk/ and with Harin-
gey Cycling Campaign’s site at
www.leevalley.co.uk/hec/home.htm] it seems
we are surrounded by web-wise Local Groups.

LCC CTC — 2 become 17

THHL ISSUL of London Cyelisi magazine that
comes with this newslefter contains news of
the proposed amalgamation of the London
Cycling Campaign and CTC,

In order for the amalgamation to proceed, the
members of both organisations will need to
endotse the proposals. LCC members will have
this opportunity to vote on a motion at this
year’s 1.CC AGM on 10 October.

Borough Co-ordinators were briefed on
14 July on the discussions so far. The briefing
was followed by a lively debate on key points
raised by ihe Co-ordinators. Further discussion
at local group level was encouraged.

If you wish to lake part in the discussions,
please come to the next ICAG meeting at
7.30 p.n. al Islington Town Hall on 12 August,

Istington Ecology Centre; comer of Drayton
Park and Gillespie Road, N5. 5 August and
2 September, 7- 9 p.m.

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: corper of Sun-
nyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19 (off Horn-
sey Rise). 23 September, 7 — 9.30 p.m. (Note:
there is no workshop in August)

Costs for any session: £1 (50p unwaged) to-
wards costs.

EASY-PACED RIDES of around 30 miles run
every Sunday fortnight — 16 and 30 August,
13 and 27 September,

Meet at 10.15 a.m. at Finsbury Park station.
Don’t forget your South East network card or
to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usualiy between
5—6p.m.

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729
5409 (not before 11:00 a.m. on Saturday).

ICAG MEETS monthly at the Town Hall,

The next two meetings are 12 August and
9 September from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If you’ve something to say about cycling in
Istington please come along.

Please send any lefters, articles, elassified ads, photos, cartoons, artwark etc. o icagi@precise-lid.demon.co.uk or fax 0171 154 5832 or wrile fo:
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The newsletter of the Islington Cyclists’ Action Group

1CAG is the Ilington group of the London Cveling € ampaign, campaighing on cyeling issues in Istington and pr m:dm;,r alocal focus for LCC members.
LOCC members in Islington are antomaticatly nrembery of 1A

fssuc 10

June/July 1998

Bike Breakfast

As part of National Bike Week,
ICAG is pleased to announce the
following events that are running
during Bike Week in Islington

Wednesday 10 June, from 7.30 a.m. Free muffins for anyone who arrives by bike, plus the chance to
get your bike looked over by a mechanic from Mosquito Bikes while you're waiting for your muffin to
cool down. Junction of City Road and Colebrocke Row.

Thanks to Canadian Muffin Co and Mosquito Bikes.

Young Persons’ Bike Festival

Whittington Park, N19 (off Holloway Road), Saturday 13 June, 2 - 5 p.m. A jamboree of bicycling for
families and young people, with pedal-powered sound system, bike safety checks, safe riding train-
ing, stalls, refreshments, and a gentle ride to finish off the day. Clive 0171 278 6601.

Maintenance Workshops

RECORD NUMBERS of people have been
coming to the workshop at Islington Ecology
Centre, and some much needed experts have
volunteered to help out. The original venue —
Sumnyside Feology Gardens - continues to
opetate as well and will be advertised in the
Islington Wildlife Diary alongside the session
at Gillespic Park,

As lots of people have found, fixing your
bike on your own in the kitchen isn’t half as
much fun!

Volunteer experts are still needed, so that
some of the regulars can have a break now and
then! If you know your way round the me-
chanics of a bike — and you fancy the challenge
ol explaining it to someone elsc — then please
call Gavin on 0171 263 0369.

Finally, thanks to David Baister for engrav-
ing 'ICAG” on all our tools and 1o Peter Glass
for offering to do the same,

Sunnyside Ecology Gardens: comer of
Sunnyside Rd and Hazellville Rd, N19 (off
Hornsey Rise). 4™ Wednesday of each month,
7~ 9.30 p.m. NB the 4" Wednesday isn't al-
ways the LAST Wednesday.

Islington Ecology Centre: comer of Dray-
ton Park and Gillespie Road, N5. 1M Wednes-
day of each month, 7 -9 p.m.

Costs for any session: £1 (30p unwaged) to-
wards costs,



ICAG ARE CURRENTLY compiling com-
ments and sugpestions regarding cycle provi-
sion — and how it could be improved ~ along
the particularly nasty A1 Red Route as il
passes through Istington. This stretch starts at
the Angel, goes atong Upper Street to High-
bury Corner and then continues up the Hollo-
wity Road ending at the notorious Archway
Roundaboul.

Commitmend o cyclists is part of the Red
Route strategy — the ofticial leaflet states: “The
new London Cycle Network often crosses the
Red Routes.  Special measures Tor cychists
include advisory cycle routes, cycle tracks and
fanes, advanced cycle stop lines at junciions
and signals, steatepically placed at crossing
points.”

We will pass the compited supgestions onto
islington Council, who have been asked 1o
comment by the Traffic Director for London.

Please send your thoughts and ideas to:
ICAG  cfo Emily, 4978 Holloway
Road, London NI19 4D, or e-mail
ICAG@em-m.demon.co.uk,

and tackle the underlying problem. Cleaner,
mare affordable public fransport would cee-
taindy help, but it would be foolish to ignore
the potent attraction of cars as symbols of
prestige and freedom,

So, one cheer for the cyele route: a well-
intentioned but hopelessiy inadequate response
o the issues. Cyelists shouldn™ have to give
up the roads for a third-rate network of cycle
routtes. The greater prize is to make city living
fess dangerous, poltuted, congested and pener-
ally stresstub for afl people by tckling the
many-headed monster of tratlic chaos. Bicy-
cles will be just one part of that brighter futurc.

One Cheer for the Cycle Routes
by Gavin Killip

THE BICYCLE doesn’t poltute, doesn’t con-
gest roads, gets from A to B quicker than car,
bus or tube, makes a positive contribution to
the hiealth ol the rider and costs little (o ron and
maintain compared to the price of a Travel-
card.

So let’s have more cycle routes — what could
be wrong with that? Well, quite a lot actually.
They make life easier for cyclists whose jour-
ney happens to run along them and they may
play a parl in attracting some less confident
cyclists to have a go. For that they should be
praised.

The trouble is that they cover only a tiny
proportion of journeys. I you want to go to the
Nag’s llead, for instance, you have no choice
but to go along a trunk road for some of the
journey, constantly at risk from speeding traftic
and over-stressed, impatient motorists. The
truth is that a local authority is simply unable
to tackle the full scale of the problem alone.

A recent survey by the London Cycling
Campaign asked people what their major rea-
sons were {or not cycling. Fear of motor traffic
came top, with air pollution second.

1t is more difficult to tackle these issues than
to fay some green tarmac along a road; the
green tarmac pets aid, but the more intractable
problem remains the same. How precisely do
we intend to lure people out of their cars?

There are no easy answers, but with the Road
Traffic Reduction Bill voted through in the
House of Commons and a “yes” vote from the
referendum on a Greater London Authority,
the time is as good as it has ever been to try

Forums for Cycling?

ISLINGTON  COUNCIL  decentralised  its
management of housing, social services, and
environmental health over fen years ago. Since
then ¥ has reduced the number of focal units
by stages from 24 (o 11, partly to save money
and partly to address complainis of poor serv-
ice.

Each of the local units is called a neighbour-
hoad and has an associated forum which meets
regularly in the local offices. These are publi-
cised via adverts in iocal newspapers and in
the Council's own leaflets delivered to all
households.

‘The shapes of these areas look odd on a map
but there is a reason for it. The neighbour-
hoods (since 1995) match the structure of
wards used for electing councillors and it
woukd reguire a boundary  commission o
change those.

As an example of neighbourhoods try the
following. Highbury Vale consists of the Gil-
lespie and Quadrant Wards and is between
Finsbury Park and Aberdeen Lane. Nags Head
Neighbourhood consists of Highbury and Sus-
sex Wards and stretches from Marlborough Rd
to Highbury Place and fromt Holloway Rd to
Finsbury Park. Mildmay Neighbourhood
stretches from Highbury Place to the edpe of
the borough near Kingsland High St. (Those
names are still open to change since the last
reorganisation. )

The Forums have consultative status for the
Council and a small amount of money to
spend. Local people can raise an issue through
their forum and expect Councillors or officers
to have to consider it, They can also comment
on local proposals from the Council.

So, what has this got to do with cycling in
Istington? in March 1998 an attempt was
started in the Nags Head Forum to eliminate
the advisory cycle route along Church Path
through Highbury Ficlds. The complainants
were a couple, representing the Highbury
Fields Asseciation, who tive in Highbury Place
where the path starts. They objected o danger
1o pedestrians, particularly infants at the after-
noon nursery on the Fields, and the intrusive
nature of a green surface on the cycle path.

They suppest a8 cyele route along Highbury
Grove instead.

Anvone who rides along Church Path at pre-
sent (Aprify might think they have succeeded.
The path has recently been resurfaced and all
markings on the path have been covered up.
We are assured they will be replaced and with
a coloured surface on the cycle side. This was
the first bit of shared path in London and was
intended to help cyclists stay off Highbury
(Grove when riding to Highbury Corner,

This Church Path is on the boundary of Naps
Head and Highbury Vale Neighbourhoods. The
complainants live just in Mildmay Neighbour-
hood and were not entitied fo vote at Nags
Head Forum when the issue was discussed.
They are car owners and have connections to
the Labour Party. They know the local struc-
tures and how 1o influence the Council. They
are reported to be trying to check the lepat
validity of the original action to make the path
open {or joint use,

We need to be aware of the actions of the
Forums when they impinge on cycle use in
Islinglon. In this case we have first hand re-
ports from sympathetic contacts.

We have no doubt that Church Path will re-
main for joint use and cyclists must be advised
to be wary of pedestrians in the area, but what
about all the other cycle facilities in Islington?
The number is expanding slowly and the active
ICAG members can't be aware of everything
atl the time,

If anyone else hears of issues like this being
raised at any Forum or tenants' or residents’
associations or at amenity groups, please let us
know as we may be able to arrange for some-
one to attend a meeting and put our case.

if you are already active at a Forum or pre-
pared to monitor their agenda please let us
know of any cycle-related matters which re-
quire & response.

Chiltern/Herts Rides

THE RIDES run every Sunday fortnight —
24 May, 7 and 21 June, 5 and 19 July,
2 August.

Meet at 10.15 a.m. at Finsbury Park station.
Don’t forget your South East network card or
to ‘borrew’ a ride on your best friend’s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between
5-6pm.

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729
5409,

ICAG'S MEETS monthly at the Town Hall,
The next two meetings are 8 June and
8 July from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.
If you've something to say about cycling in
Islington please come along,

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork efe. to icag@precise-lid demon.co.uk or fux 0171 354 5832 or write to:
The FEditor, Istington Cyelist, 68 St. Peter's Strect NI 8JS.. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists* Action Group 1998
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Diagonal Parking Banned

ISLINGTON COUNCII, has banned diagonal
parking in the new Barnsbury controlied park-
ing zone.

ICAG has now asked for 22 more streets in
the borough with similar parking provision (o
be examined.

Leo Chapman, ICAG secretary, has been
trying for some years Lo find a way to get it
prohibited: “I’ve had drivers backing out
blindly into me a number of times including
two occasions outside the Town Hall where
senior Council officers park diagonaily™,

Leo found an unexpected ally in the fire bri-
gade where scconds count in a rescue,

Istington Brigade Commander, Richard
Nichol, explained that Iadders are not put over
parked cars. The crews have to place the 5
metre ladders on to the footpath to get access
to a building’s windows.

He showed the Council and the police that
diagonally parked cars do not ine up at a uni-
form aogle — hindering the movement of fire-
fighting equipment. It catches on protruding
mirrors and hoses can snag under wheels with
potentially lethal consequences, It is easier to
get equipment between parallel-parked cars.

Environment Committee Chair, Andrew
Bosi, has asked the London Fire and Civil
Defence Authority for a definitive ruling on
diagonal parking for the whole of London. H
may be on its way out in the capital.

Cycle Route 7: Mildmay Grove and North-
ampton Park are being investigated and as-
sessed for the final route. Tony is keen to hear
ICAG’s views on this route - if you have an
opinion please let us know.

There are also a number of sites throughout
the Borough that are being upgraded — includ-
ing advanced stop lines at signals,

The final expenditure for 1997/1998 is ex-
pected to be marginally more than the £91,000
that was Islington’s share of the settlement.
Next year's scitfement is forecast to he around
£105,000 which will probably be spent on
cycle routes 8 and 7.

News from the East

HACKNLY'S TRANSPORTATION boffins
are working on a plan to improve the junction
of Northchurch Road and Southgate Road.

They propose a mini-roundabout, combined
with a zebra crossing to the south side, which
would aliow cyclists to cross Southgate Road
more easily.

The LCC group in Hackney like the look of
it and it should be forwarded to Islington
Couneil very soon.

Islington Routes

THE BOROQUGH Cycling Officer, Tony Bo-
wen, , has provided an update on the progress
of the London Cycle Network in Islington:
Cycle Route 1: The route is being uppraded
through Highbury Fields with additional sign-
ing and lining.

Cycle Route 8: The northern section (Beres-
ford Tetrace via Highbury New Park to Collins
Road) is to be implemented this year — the
works have already commenced. The southern
section (Beresford Terrace via Wallace Road
to St. Pauls Road) will be progressed next
financial year.

Cycle Route 2: Drayton Park is to be upgraded
with coloured textured surfacing.

Cycle Route 3: An advisory cycle lane along
Eeclesbourne Road, Elmore Street and North-
church Street will be implemented with addi-
tionad signing and lining.

Bi-monthly Bike Maintenance

BUILDING ON the success of the regular
sessions al Sunnyside Gardens, ICAG is proud
to present a three-month trial of bike mainte-
nance workshops at the Islington Ecology
Centre, Gillespie Park, at 191 Drayton Park,

The spirit is the same — self-help, hands-on”

bike repair with everyone sharing tools and
maybe going for a beer afterwards,

We charge £1 a time (50p unwaged) to help
cover costs and you don’t have to book — just
turn up. The date is the first Wednesday of
each month for three months: 1 April, 6 May, 3
June. From 7 -9 p.m.

We would like the trial to be a roaring suc-
cess, of course, 5o that we can make it a regu-
lar fixture. We also welcome offers of help
from anyone who thinks they might like to pass
on a few skills. You don’t need to be able to do
every conceivable repair job — a few people
with a bit of experience of fixing punctures,
brakes or gears would be very useful. Patience
and a willingness 10 help others are actually
just as important as technical expertise.

Call Gavin for more details on 0171 263
0369 (h) or 0187 873 4647 (w).

And in the Press...

A digest taken from the Highbury & Islington
Express and the Islington over the last couple
of months,

Both of Islington's MP's — Jeremy Corbyn
and Chris Smith — voted in favour of the Traf-
fic Reduction Bifl... Jeremy Corbyn took the
chance to hit out at Mercedes-driving mobile-
phone-cluiching one-person-one-car commut-
ers clogging Islington's roads and adding to
local asthma levels: "Such drivers are ignoring
the fact that they are creating a vast amount of
poltution and waste as they perambulate down
to the City to park in a very expensive under-
ground car park financed by the rest of us".

A report by the Henley Centre showed that
Islington is one of the least likely boroughs in
London fo attract new businesses. One of th:
main reasons cited is poor environmental con-
ditions.

Islington Council claimed that pothe!-
weren't their fault, but that of the utility coin-
panies that dig up the borough's roads.

A new report Urban Exodus revealed that in
the sample year (1991} around 17 per cent of
Islington's population moved out to the coun-
try. In general, Greater London's exodus rate is
double that of other metropolitan areas such as
Manchester,

Parking attendants are calling for police
protection after twao 'road rage attacks, in one
of which a female attendant was run down afler
she had served a motorist with a ticket. He ran
over both her feet, hit her left leg and left her
lying in the gutter,

Michael Palin (chairman of Transport 2000
and proud owner of a Mercedes 190) gave an
Islington Society lecture where he spoke
against Islington congestion and car depcnd-
ence: "When Robert Louis Stevenson said the
great thing is to move, he can't have envisugod
the M25"

The Finsbury-based Stroke Association -
organising its third sponsored Thames Bridy::
Bike Ride on Sunday 17 May, covering !
miles from Tower Bridge to Bushy Park,
taking in 15 bridges on the way. It costs £10 w
enter; call 0171 566 0300 for more details,




Chequer Street Closure

ICAG has been successfu! in supporting the
closute of Chequer Street, Finshury, whilst
maintaining cycle access. :

The street rans mostly through the Peabody
Estate and is often blocked by market traders’
vans from adjacent Whitecross Street.

Press Officer Steps Forward

WIE NOW have a press officer in the person of

Etnily Lincoln who responded to the ad in the
last Issue of Ieltngfent Cyellst,

Emily got off to a flying starl by submitting,
this august newsletter o the igh&d Society
section of the Highhury & Islington Express —
articles were reproduced in their 13 and 20
March issues,

Similarly, an ICAG press release prompted
an article on diagonal parking in the 19 March
edition of the Islington Gazeite,

If you spot mare pro-cycling slories in the
focal press, you'lf know where they’re coming
from!

Cycling that Stress Away
by Doug Angus '

ON AN extremely mild Sundoy in mid ebru-
ary, I decided to join the Chiltern/Herts ride.

Work had been extremely hard and 1 felt that
1 needed to do some physical activity to help
me relax,

T arrived at Finsbury Park station to meef the
other riders (14 of us in {otal) and calch the
10.26 to Knebworth,

One of the pleasures of riding in a group is
that you don’t have to navigate — the ride
leader and regulars come to a junction and
know whether it’s left, right or straight on.

Being a fricndly bunch it was quite easy to
strike up a conversation though nobody
minded if you just wanted to enjoy the open
spaces, fresh air and the sound of wheels on
tarmac

We lunched in a pub garden in a village
called Lilley before putting a few more miles
behind us on our way to Stevepage and the
train home.

And by the way, (hat night 1 stept like a
baby!

[The rides run every Suncday fortnicht 29
March, 12 and 26 April, 10 and 24 May. Meet
at 10.15 am. at Finshury Park station. Don't
Jorget your South Eaoxt network card or to
‘Borrow ' a ride on vour besf friend s!

Return to Finsbury Park is usually between 5
-6 p.m.

For mare details, contact Sue on 0171 729
54097

Postcard from... Amsterdam
hy Gavin Kiltip

STUMBLING OUT of Centraal Station into
the bright spring sunshine, three trams arrived
bedore you condd say integrted transport pol-
icy”. The light glinted ol¥ the canal, and the tall
narrow buildings seemed te smile down on the
trundling throng of cyclists. Amsterdam — wel-
come to bicycle heaven.

I0s an article of faith among British cycle
campaigners that Holland is preity sorted. So
how truc is it? 1s Holland really all it’s cracked
up 1o be? The following is a totally subjective
impression. ..

Crossing the road el like a major hazard.
Cyclists seem to come at you {rom every side,
with a bewildering variely of kerbs, lanes, lines
and tram f{racks. Everyone seemed to know
wlere to po, though, and | imagine ! could
figure it out if [ stayed for longer than a weck-
end. The next thing I noticed about the bicy-
cles is the speed. liveryone seems to lrundle
along at a pace | would personally find frus-
trating, bheing a fully paid-up member of the
*keep up with the traffic and assert yourself®
school of London eycling. But it was not just
the bikes: everytlting seemcd to keep going at a
steady, safe speed. London seemed like a whirt
of stop-go-stop madness in comparison when [
gof hack. Hmm, food for thought.

(M course, there are still plenty of cars on the
streets, with taxis chasing trams down the dou-
ble tram ftracks that run down the centre of
many main roads. But when the tram stops, so
do the laxis — there simply isn’t space {0 get
round, and the central tram/taxi lane has a kerb
on either side. 1t really does seem to work —
make it impossible for people fo nip in front,
or switch lanes without warning, and suddenly
the whole traffic scene is comparatively gentle.
There's some subtle psychology going on —
similar to the situation in London where a
motorist stuck behind a bus will often just sit
and wait, even though the road ahead of the
bus is clear. The same motorist stuck behind
any vehicle which can been seen past would
get impaticnt very quickly — whether it’s a bike
or another car,

What seems to make everyone’s blood boil is
the idea that there would be a way forward if
only *that idiol’ got out of the way, Wheltler
it’s true or not doesn’t necessarily matter — if
people think it's worth a try squeezing past,
some of them will have a go. With potentiaily
fital results,

Lastly, the question of road space. Bicycles
secm to travel freely in both directions on ali
streets, Buses and trams run two-way down the
middle of the road, not next to the kerb, This
means that, where the mediaeval streets are too
narrow, it’s the private cars that are margi-
nalised, with one-way flow,

The Dutch seem to have taken the idea to
heart of establishing a pecking order of road-
users, and assigning road space accordingly
Bikes, pedestrians and public transport simply
take precedence over cars. And the funny thing
is it actually keeps everything moving meore
simoothly, cars included.

Steep Hill Route Alternative

THE STEEP Huddleston Road hil can be
avoided on Cycle Route 5, by cuting through
the Hilldrop Estate,

This takes one on to Dalmeny Avenue with a
gentler incline,

The estale entrance is deceptive, so look for
the sign *Saxonby Court' on Hilidrop Road.
There is a more obvious entrance further up,
but it leads nowhere,

Cycle Route 5 runs from Haichard Road near
Archway to Hungerford Road and then on 1o
Camden.

Engraving Services Sought

ICAG is slowly building up a tool-kit for its
bike maintenance workshop(s).

In order to avoid confusion about whost
spanner is whose, we would like 1o mark our
own by engraving ‘ICAG’ on them.

If you can help, please eall Gavin on 0171
263 0369 (W) or 0181 871 4647 (w).

Send ICAG an Email

YOU CAN now contact ICAG by email.

So if you have any queries or comments
ahout the local campaign or this newsletter
then please send them to:

icag@precise-Itd.demon.co.uk

ICAG’S MEETING dates are to change in
May from the 2 Wednesday of each month in
the 2™ Monday. ‘
Thus the next two are 8 April and 11 May
from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. at the Town Hall,
We hope that a change in day may enabic
more members (o attend the monthly meeting.

Please send any lettors, articles, classificd ads, photos, cartoons, artwork efe. jo leag@precise-lid.demon.co.uk or fax 0171 354 5832 ar write to:
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Council Officers on Bikes

A JOINT RIDE with Istington Council’s Cy-
cling Officer T'ony Bowen, colleague Margaret
Matthews and ICAG representatives took place
in late November. This was a foltow-up to their
attendance at the previous ICAG meeting.

The ride started outside the Council’s offices
at 222 Upper Street and headed south towards
the Angel - a baptism of fire for our Council
cyclists?

We continued down St. John Street to look at
the infamous ‘tennis court’ route. This is
where the cycle lane is constantly interrupted
by metered parking spaces. The green tarmac
stops at each space and continues from the
other side causing any cyclist using it to con-
tinnally pull out to get round the parked cars.
This cycle lane serves no useful purpose what-
soever,

The ride turned around and headed back up
St. John's Street and turning right into Owen
Street picked up the off-road cycle path that
takes you across Goswell Road and City Road,

A good facility for avoiding the Angel junc-
tion, but marred by the three sets of unsyn-
chronised traffic lights in quick succession.

We followed Cycle Route 3 along Cole-
brooke Row, through residential streets, over
New North Road until we reached the borough
boundary with Hackney at Southgate Road.

This route is lightly trafficked and does not
require a dedicated cycle lane. Some factors to
look for in making such back-steeet routes a
success are adequate signage, direct, rather
than roundabout routing and to pass though or
close to places that people want to get to —
such as shops or leisure facilities.

The ride then headed back to Upper Street
having looked ot some of the good and bad
cycling facitities in Islington,

We agreed to meet again when the milder
weather returns and continue our ‘view from
the saddle’ in another part of the borough.

in one and a half times as much and car occu-
pants take in up to three times as much.

The worst places for pollution are the centre
lanes of busy multi-lane roads because the
pollutants form a “‘tunned’ down the middie of
the road. We don’t have many big multi-lane
roads in Islington, but this would apply to cy-
clists when turning right form the widest parts
of Upper Street or Holloway Road or riding
round the inside of the Archway or Highbury
Corner roundabomts,

This information has been available before
from Greenpeace — but possibly not as detailed
or well publicised, It shows yet another health
advantage of cycling compared to riding in
cars.

It is worth giving this subject publicity, The
sight of cyclists using facemasks to protect
themselves from pollution is one of the factors
which make the population at large think cy-
cling is risky.

Feel free to tell people they don’t need face-
masks. People who use them either have a
particular problem with some pollutants and
have to use them alf the time or they are pos-
ers, trying to give a macho image.

If you use a facemask and see the dirt on it,
agreed, there is a lot of dirt in London’s air.
That affects us all and can only be solved by
traffic reduction. For a quick solution get out
of London.

If you want to use a facemask to make a po-
litical statement you would do better to use the
mask while riding in motor vehicles but not
use it while cycling and tell people why you do
that. At present we put people off by using
facemasks.

More Workshop Sessions

DUE TO THE success of the self-help cycle
maintensnce workshops at Sunnyside Com-
munity Gardens, ICAG are pleased to an-
nounce that more workshops will be starting at
the Ecology Centre in Drayton Park on the 1
Wednesday of the month from 7 to 9 p.m.

The first workshop will be held on 1 April,
fotlowed by 6 May and 3 June.

Workshops at Sunnyside Community Gar-
dens will continue as normal on the 4th
Wednesday of the month i.e. 25 February, 25
March, 22 April and 27 May,

The Ecology Centre is in Drayton Park, the
entrance is not far from Arsenal tube station.

Sunnyside Community Gardens is on the
corner of Sunnyside Road and Hazellville
Road N19.

Local Bike Ride

BOB GILBERT of the Ecology Centre in
Drayton Park has kindly agreed to run a local
bike ride along the route of Hackney Brook.
This will be an evening ride in the lighter
nights of early to mid May. Watch this space
for more details.

Bob has a tremendous knowledge of our area
covering historical, social and environmental
matters. This was evident during the excellent
ride he led along the route of the New River in
Islington as part last year’s Bike Week,

Who Needs Facemasks?
by Adrian Williams

AT THE END of November ‘97 there was
national press publicity for a report from the
Institute for Environmental Policy which gives
the results of tests for intake of air pollution
while on a roadway.

1t shows that pedestrians and cyclists near
the kerb take in therleast. Bus passengers take

Priss Orricer Wanren

ICAG are seeking some help to liaise with the press.
As with all ICAG roles this one is flexible, but could involve
preparing press releases, monitoring focal press coverage of
cycling-related matters and writing a bi-monthly article of up
to 200 words for the London CyclistBorough News.
Iif anyone has these skills, or would like to acquire them, then
please contact Doug on 354 5832 for more details.




Plant a Tree - Ride your Bike

BOR GILBERT cordially invites all cyclists to
come and help him and other voluntecrs on a
local free-planting day on Sunday 8 March,

Meet at the Eeology Centre in Drayton Park
at 10 wm,, bring your own sandwiches and
boots: hot drinks, tools and gloves provided,
Bob witl design the day over 3 different loea
sites so that there will be some cyeling in be-
tween all the “hard work™! Bob says we mighi
be lucky and be joined by some regular volun-
teers who bring their own drums for a sing-
soig al the end!

Please try and support our local projects —
there is plenty of scope for us to work logether
for mutual benelit.

Telephone the Ecology Centre to contirm
altendance on 171 354 5102

the highlights, Return to Finsbury Park is
ustnslly between 5 - 6 pan,

For more details, contact Sue on 0171 729
5409,

Chiltern/Herts Ride Dates

CYHLTERNAIERTS RIS are running every
Sunday fortnigit — | and 15 Febroary, |, 15
and 29 March and also on Easter Sunday, {2
April. Meet at 10.15 am. at Finsbury Park
station for the 10,30 a.m. or (hereabouls train
to Stevenage. Don’t forget your South East
network card or to ‘borrow’ a ride on your best
friend’s!

The rides are a good day out and sef at a
pace that can be managed by all. There are
some ups and downs, (hills we mean) but a
good pub lunch and good company are always

Postcard from ... Tasmania
hy Gavin Killip

THE FIRST THING I noticed from the plane
window as we came in to fand at Hobart was
the looming hulk of Mount Wellington
{1200m) dominating the city. It’s a town of
about 100,800 people with a mountain the size
of Ben Nevis on the doorstep, but with the
difference that a road winds its way right to the
top.

My sister and I went up in a hire car, but we
went past about a dozen cyclists doing the
cight mile stog at a constant gradient of one in
ten or steeper. Puts Highgate Hill in perspec-
tive!

This was a waiking holiday, with the crown-
ing glory on Christmas Day of the most amaz-
ing views from Tasmania’s highest peak, two
days hard walk from the nearest road. Dolerite
cliffs and mountains carved by glaciers stuck
up out of the alpine scrub, home to wombls,
wallabies, parrots and three species of snake —
ull deadly poisonous.

Hobart was holding a wine and food festival,
in contrast to the endless mountain ranges in
the World Heritage Area. Not only did they re-
cycle as much glass and metal as possible, they
even sent used cutlery {made of biodegradable

corn starch) to the Council compost depart-
fent,

The festival was being patrolled by two cycle
cops — self-deciared *social butterflies’ who
were doing a wonderful job of chatting to any-
one and everyone, Bicycles meant they could
get right in amongst the crowd, although the
pleasure at seeing police officers on bikes was
tempered by the sight of pistols at their belts...
* It's an island of surprises, but with a dark
and gruesome past. From the time of Britain’s
first convict transportations, Australia has seen
many outrages against aboriginal people, and
nowhere more so than in Tasmania. As one
taxi driver put it, Tasmania is perhaps the only
place where a group of people have committed
genocide and got away with it completely scot-
free.

Pothole Alert

ASSISTANT CYCLING Officer Margaret

Matthews is the person to ring when you come
across potholes or poor road surfaces espe-
cially on bike routes.

She can be contacted on 0171 477 2785
during office hours,

ICAG’S MEETINGS are held at the Town
Hall on the 2™ Wednesday of each month,

The next two are 11 Februaury and 11 March
from 7.30 t0 9.30 p.m.

anyway.

Cycle Trainers Wanted!

Islington Council are looking for volunteer cyclists to help with Road Safety training
for schoolchildren and adults.

e Who can do it? Any adult who can ride a bike.
e How much time does it take? An hour or two on a light spring or summer evening.

e What skills do | need? None - training will be given. All you need is the
willingness to lend a hand.

¢ How much do | get paid? Uncertain at the moment, but you'd get expenses and
maybe a volunteer wage.

e Why would anyone want to do it? Might help save someone’s life. Looks good on
a CV under Hobbies and Other Interests. There’s nothing good on the telly

e Interested? Phone the Road Safety Officer, Michelle Walsh, for a chat with
no obligation: 0171 477 2565.

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork ete. to The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 St. Peter's Street NI 8JS or fax 0171 354 3832,
Text files on 3% " PC formatted disks appreciated. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists' Action Group 1997
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John Billete

JOHN BILLETER was hit by a car while cycling in the Oxford area and died of his injuries on Wednesday

| 20 October 1997.

| John became ICAG's co-ordinator in April after many years of leading the Chiltern-Herts Ride on alternate
| Sundays. He wrote about the ride for the August/September issue of /sfington Cyclist highlighting "the subtle §
| changes of scenery that mark the passing of the seasons"” in the Hertfordshire countryside. -
|| At our September meeting he told us that he had an interview the next day for a course in Oxford. If he got ||
L it, he would step down as co-ordinator but would be returning to London at weekends and would continue to [

;:; lead the Chiltern-Herts ride,

He wasn't at October's meeting — he had been accepted for the course. Two weeks later we heard of his

death.

| his life in a new direction, only for it to be cut short. -
1l John's funeral took place on 11 November at St. Joseph's Church, Highgate Hill. It was attended by repre- |
L sentatives from ICAG and Chiltern-Herts riders and followed by a very moving service at Islington Cremato-
i rium. Speakers included Sue, as a Chiltern-Herts rider, and Charlie on John’s campaigning activities and
i ability to propose solutions before others had recognised the problem.
§ John's family have suggested that donations in his memory could be made to the London Cycling Cam-

Memorial Ride

Chiltern-Herts riders wished to visit the site
where John was killed, so eighteen riders as-
sembled at Paddington station on 16 November
to take the train to Didcot Parkway.

The ride quickly cleared the new housing
estate int Didcot, that didn't exist on the map
we were using, and headed north, through the
countryside, towards Oxford.

It was an extremely mild day for the time of
year, with the surreal experience of riding
along a country lane with autumnal leaves

ICAG HAS TAKEN a couple of steps towards
building better working relationships with
Council Officers since the fast issue of Isling-
ton Cyclist.

We met with the Road Safety Officer, Mi-
chelle Walsh, in October, A very positive,
open discussion led to promises of future co-
working, especially in the field of cycle train-
ing for children and adults. Tslington needs
people to work as cycle safety trainers, and
ICAG has offered to help find them.

With limited but useful resources (venues,
mailshots, contact with schools and other or-
. ganisations) the Council can organise sessions

L3

floating thickly down and settling in drifts over
hedgerows and verges.

As we pulled up at the junction where John
was hit, the mood of the party became sombre.
A memorial was created from a bicycle wheel
and a small rose bush planted in front of it
Mementoes and {lowers were woven in the
spokes; an oboe was played.

Forty bulbs were planted round the junction
— one for each of John’s 40 years; people stood
in quiet contemplation, some hugging each
other for comfort.

Then it was up the hill to the Old Red Lion,
just beyond Garsington, for lunch before set-
ting off for Didcot and home.

“and provide basic training. Michelle Walsh

also told us of a number of schools around
Tollington Park that are taking part in a Ride to
School scheme run by Sustrans, the sustainable
transport charity.

The idea behind it is to involve the whole
schoot in identifying what facilities are needed
where, in order to make cycling a safer, more
attractive option for kids and safety-conscious
parents.

This seems to be just the sort of initiative
that could help break the old, vicious circle of
school transport: there's too much dangerous
traffic to let the children go by bike or on foot,
so we take them by car, thereby making more
traffic and more danger.

. 'n oen the yclag Ofﬁer caneio

The news came as a terrible shock to the regulars at our monthly meetings — it seemed that he was setting

Rides to continue

The Chiltern-Herts rides will be continuing as
no doubt John would wish.

They will be led by one of the ride regulars.
The riders assemble at 10.00 a.m. at Finsbury
Park rmailway station every other Sunday.
Forthcoming dates are 7 and 21 December, 4
and 18 Junuvary and | February.

If you want more details, please contact Sue
on 0171 729 5409.

November's meeting along with colleague
Margaret Matthews.

We discussed the different perspectives of
the Council and the Cycling Campaign, and
found (unsurprisingly) that our agendas over-
lap to a great extent,

A joint ride fo see some of the best and worst
of Islington’s cycle facilities is planned before
Chrisimas, giving the Council Officers the
‘view from the saddle’,

The idea behind the ride is to show that a
cyclist is typically someone who wants to get
from A to B quickly, directly, and with a
minimum of inconvenience and 2 maximum of
safefy,




Experience from around the UK and abroad
shows that good quality faciiities attract more
cuclists, and poor quaiity are hardly ever used.

If we can help get this message across, then
maybe we'll see a higher percentage of cycle
routes worthy of the name in the future. Let's
help consign the "cyclists dismount’ sign to the
recycling bin of history where it belongs.
Watch this space.

The Trials of the Treasurer
by Alison Dines

WHEN [ became treasurer of [ICAG earlier this
vear | found a Girobank account that hadn’t
been used for years, containing the princely
sum of £30.451

Access to the money was via a cheque book,
bearing an ICAG address that no one was fa-
miliar with and which needed the signature of
one of three named signatories. By great good
fortune one of these, Chris Ashby, is still a
member of ICAG, but the whereabouts of the
other two were unclear, With the help of Chris
I tracked down Tina Cox to Brighton and her
name was substituted for mine on the account.

However, the third signatory, Charlotte
Harding, has eluded me! The bank accepted a
copy of our newsletter as evidence that John
Biileter had become [CAG co-ordinatoer and he
was made the third signatory. Very sadly the
third signatory will now have to change again.

At the beginning of each year the LCC gives
a grant to its local groups, This year it com-
prised a flat sum of £65 plus 65p per member
as of 1 January 1997. ICAG had 510 members
at that date, so was entitled to £396.50, but as
uur budget proposal was nowhere near that big
we were given £200 with the proviso that the
rest was available if necessary.

The regular expenditure agreed at the ICAG
meetings is for the monthly hire of the bicycle
maintenance  workshop, photocopying the
newsletter and supplying London Cyclist
magazine to 9 Islingron libraries,

One-off items have included the Bike Week
cyclists’ breakfast and stalls at local festivals
and fairs. Production of a welcome letter for
new, local members of the LCC will incur
some expense, but, in addition to the grant,
LCC will pay for the postage of two mailshots
a year to all ICAG members.

At the next ICAG meeting — 10 December at
the Town Hall — we will be discussing 1998’s
budget submission, so please come along and
bring your ideas on how our LCC grant can be
used most effectively for campaigning and to
encourage new members.

Workshop is a Winner
by Doug Angus

I MENTIONED to Gavin, our workshop or-
ganiser, that I'd acquired a bent front de-
raifleur and could the self-help cycle mainte-
nance workshop help me help myself. “We
don’t do bending”, he said with a grin. “You
better bring a new one, in case we need to

replace ™

Undeterred. 1 arrived at Sunnyside Com-
munity Gardens o find :he session in full
swing. | was surprised. given hat it was a dark,
chilly October night, to find 2 dozen or so cy-
clists with bikes requiring some tender toving
care.

Henry already had his bike upside down with
the chain off. He'd set off fully prepared with a
new chain to replace the wom one on his bike
when it snapped less than 204 metres from his
flat in Green Lanes, Harringay. A forty minute
push brought him and his bike to the workshop
and the joys of the chain fink extractor from
Gavin's extensive tool kit, This little device is
placed on the chain and screwed in against a
rivet thus allowing the chain to be broken and
threaded through deratlleurs.

It was a fiddly job, but we persevered and
successfully re-joined the chair, only to find it
was oo long when running trom the small
chainwheel at the front to the smallest wheel at
the back. Another application of the extractor
and the chain was off again in order to remove
two more links. It was still 100 long when re-
fitted, so we took out another two chain links
to complete the job.

Meanwhile Lesley had brought her bike in
with a defective back brake. With Adrian’s
help the brake cabie was tightened and the rear
brake brought back into operation. Adrian also
noticed that the saddle was set slightly too
high. A spanner on the seat post bolt quickly
remedied that.

My bent front derailleur? The crude applica-
tion of a pair of pliers re-aligned it and a quick
ride showed all gears to be functioning prop-
erly.

It struck me that the workshop provided a
sense of community and tumed what can be a
time consuming, lonely chore into more of a
social event, I'd recommend it to anyone with
a sick cycle. Why not come along?

The workshops are on the 4™ Wednesday of
each month at Sunnyside Community Gardens
on the comer of Sunnyside Road and
Hazellville Road N19. The next workshop will
be on 28 January (there won’t be one in De-
cember as most people are otherwise engaged
on Christmas Eve.) Donations of £1 {or 50p if
low income) from attendees cover the cost of
venue hire.

Write There — Write Now

With the Government’s apparent recognition
of the need for an integrated transport system,
there is a danger that funds currently allocated
to cycling in London could be lost. Money for
the London Cycle Network (LCN) is allocated
to London Boroughs after annual bidding to
central Government This money is ring-fenced
for cycling use.

Many of us have reservations about the
quality of the LCN implemented thus far, but
to lose it would mean having to fight for the
cyclists’ share out of a general transport fund,
We want to see funding of the LCN continue
with improvements in what is delivered.

Please write to your MP (Chris Smith oy
Jeremy Corbyn) and tell him why you think
it is important to fund the LCN,

Cycle Trainers Wanted!

ISLINGTON COUNCIL are looking for volun-
teer cyclists to help with Road Safety training
for schoolchildren and aduits.

Who cun do #? Any adult who can ride a
bike.

How much time does it take? An hour or two
on a light spring or summer evening,

What skills do I need? None — training will
be given. All vou need is the willingness to
lend a hand.

How much do I get paid? Uncertain at the
moment, but you'd get expenses and maybe a
volunteer wage.

Why would anyone want to do it? Might help
save someone’s life. Looks good on a CV un-
der Hobbies and Other Interests. There's
nothing good on the teily anvway,

Interesred? Phone the Road Safety Officer,
Michelle Walsh, for a chat with no obhigation:
0171 477 2565.

Postcard from ... Rio de Janeiro
by Alison Dines

IN SEPTEMBER 1 was invited to attend a ..
conference in Rio de Janeiro, through my
work. Imagine my delight to find that the ;-
venue for the meeting was a hotel on the Co- .
pacabana beach and that I could just see the
top of Sugar Loaf mountain from my room! -

As [ wasn’t there for very fong I only visited "
the main tourist attractions and downtown ..
area, but kept an eye out for local cyclists. The -
roads in Rio can be fast and frightening and I "
didr’t see many cyclists using them! :

However, a wide cycle track runs along the
road at the edge of the wonderful beaches of
Copacabana and Ipanema and on Sundays
these roads are closed to traffic, allowing a
marvellous pedestrian and cyclist free for ail.
The residents of Rio, cariocas, are certainly
body conscious and into fitness ~ with the’
bicycle being an integral part of this. There is.
a large lake, Lagoa Rodrigo de Freitas, just.
behind the coast in Rio around which is a cye
and jogging track with distance markers
regular intervals. You can hire bicycles he
or go water skiing on the lagoa.

1 didn’t have a chance to find out if the Ri
equivalent of the LCC exists and although
would love to go back to the city, from m
brief glimpse it didn’t appear to be a cyclin
haven! :

Meeting Dates
ICAG’S MEETINGS are held at the Town
Hall on the 2™ Wednesday of each month.

The next two are 10 December and 14 Janu.
ary from 7.30 10 9.30 p.m.

Please send any leiters, articles, classified ads, photos, cartoons, artwork eic, to The Editor, Islington Cyclist, 68 St. Peter's Street NI 8JS or fax 0171 354 5832. |
Text files on 3% " PC formatted disks appreciated. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 1997
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Picnics and Rounders
on Hampstead Heath

A NEW EVENT for the summer - repeated
twice during August — came up with mixed
results.

On the first, sun-soaked evening, six people
arrived at the bandstand by the Highgate Road
entrance to the Heath. Afier sharing some very
tasty picnic items (Leo’s home-made bread
proved a high point), the evening seemed more
conducive to strolling up to the top of Parlia-
ment Hill to watch the sunset, rather than
playing rounders.

Secand time around, the rain started coming
down in sheets at about 6 o’clock, so we went
for the alternative option in the Bull and Last
at 7.30. Turnout was low — only two people
braved the rain — but the pub’s very superior
“bar snacks still went down a treat.

As the nights start drawing in, the rounders
bats go back in the cupboard till next year, and
the bike lights come out. Where did 1 put that
battery charger?

Carpeted Cycle Lanes Cheaper

AT £44 PER square metre the green gravel
used for ‘cycle lanes is more than twice the
price of phod tuality Axminster carpet.

Leo Chapman, who found this out, says that
of course we should all be pressing for our
lanes to be carpeted! There’d be no more
bumpy rides. Qur scarce Government grants
would go twice as far. He also found out from
Tarmac that red gravel is only a fifth of the
price of the ‘Deep Chrome Green’ material.
Additionally, if a new road is being built red
‘metal’ can be used for depth so the mainte-
nance is minimal.

Use of the green stuff is not compulsory.
The Traffic Director for London says that he
intends to use green surfacing on all new cycle
lanes and “would support its use by local
authorities”. Unfortunately, the London Cy-
cling Campaign recommends its use too,
probably not realising the cost. We need to see
about this.

The green surfacing soon darkens compared
with red gravel. Islington has used red on the
cycle lanes in Drayton Park but is following
recommendations to use green at present.

Transport Sub-Committee

IT WAS ABOUT 10 p.m. on a Wednesday
might, when most sane people are contemplat-
ing baths, books and beds, that | realised that
without really knowing it [ had become an
activist writes Usman Khan.

Six months ago 1 had gone along to my first
ICAG meeting and now here I was asking a
‘point of information’ (at least that is what I
was told by the committee clerk 1 had asked) at
a meeting of the Islington Borough Council’s
Transport Sub-Committee, of which [ had be-
come the official ICAG nominated (non-
voting) co-opted member,

My first meeting was thankfully short lasting
a little under three hours and finishing just
before 11 p.m. I had given up on the previous
meeting as an ‘observer’ — I saw no end to a
meeting that sailed through the Midnight hour
with consummate ease.

The range of subjects discussed at the Trans-
port Sub (into the short hand already!) range
from the high-profile such as the closure to
traffic of Liverpool Road, through the optimis-
tic with a series of wish lists with titles such as
Transport Plans for the New Millennium, to

“the apparently obscure Policy Approach io

Traffic Calming. With nearly all the issues on
the agenda one could easily make a statement
about how ‘the needs of Islington cyclists need

wonder if the real breakthrough will only come
about through a mood change amongst Offi-
cers and Counciliors brought about by,
amongst other things, cyclists in Islington
making their presence felt. Either way 1 will
endeavour to keep you informed of develop-
ments,

Logo Competition Results

A GRAND TOTAL of seven people called the
logo competition number to vote for one of
three designs put forward by ICAG members.

In a result which mimics the worst traditions
of one-party states the world over, the winner
got 100% of the vote! It was though, a genuine
result in the case of the ICAG logo...

Thank you to the seven who rang in — and
thank you to the three who submitted designs.

We hope everyone likes the winning entry, or
at least can live with it. But like it or not, the
new logo stands.

Democracy — don't you just love it?!

Meeting Dates.

ICAG’S MEETINGS are held at the Town
Hall on the 2* Wednesday of each month,

The next two are & QOctober and 1Z Novem-
ber from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

to be taken into
account’. However,
I think the Council-
lors who vote and
the Officers who
advise soon develop
a deaf ear to such a
broken record ap-
proach. As such I
tried to keep my
pointed interjections
1o a mintmum. Yet

No T H
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Sunnyside Community Gardens
Corner of Sunnyside Road &
Hazellville Road, N19

4th Wednesday of the month, 7-2.50 p.m.

Gavin Killip
N7 263 0369
22 October & 26 November
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Packington ‘Moat’ Filled

THE CYCLE ROUTE from the City
into Packington Square has recently
been repaired. The ten-inch wide rut on
the north side of the canal bridge was
there for a long time, filling with water
and grass and looking more like 2 moat
than a cycle route. Even though it had
been reported, no action was taken for
months, as the Highways peopie
couldn’t say whether it was a borough
road or an estate road. Thanks go to
Michelle in the Packington Estate office
for getting it sorted out by talking to the
right person in the council’s Highways
department.

Site Visit Report: Stoke
~Newington to Canonbury

ICAG’S USMAN KHAN recently went
on a site visit with two council officers,
looking at_plans for cycling facilities to
link Stoke Newington Church Street
with Canonbury and routes southwards.
An 8am start meant that there were
streams of cycle commuters coming

across the junction in question. The fest

would be to see where these cyclists
went — and especiaily ‘whether or not
they rode along Highbury New Park, the
road where the council plans to put in
cycle facilities. The ICAG argument
goes like this: if routes can be made to
follow the ‘desire lines’ of cyclists
themselves, then that serves the needs of
cyclists-better than someone picking a
‘route fairly arbitrarily and guessing/
hoping/assuming that people will use it.
All the cyclists that morning came
across~ fhe “junction as if they were
heading for the proposed cycle route,
but they then all took a short cut down a
pedestrian alley. None of them used
Highbury New Park at all. ICAG
conclude from this that the Highbury
New Park proposal dees not meet
cyclists’ needs. Observation and gut
feeling suppest that a better option
might be to put (traffic-calming
measures at the top and bottom of
Petherton Road. Ideally, the right-hand
turn from Green Lanes into Petherton
Road would be made safer. This is what
ICAG plans to tell the Council. If you
use this route regularly, why not let
Islington’s Cycling Officer know what
you think?

Write to Tony Bowen, Cycling Officer,
Islington Council, 222 Upper Streef,
N1 1YA. Please send a copy of any
letters/replies to ICAG /o LCC,

The Ride of My Life

An occasional column profiling regular
Islington cyclists.

Philippa Major is a medical researcher
at St Thomas’ Hospital. Her daily ride
to work takes her from home near the
Holloway Odeon to Waterloo,

What route do you take to work?
Holloway Road, Liverpool Road, St
John Street, round Smithfield Market
onto Farringden Road, over Blackfriars
Bridge and along the South Bank.

Do you use any cycle routes?

The only bit of cycle lane I encounter is
about 2 a mile on the southern end of St
John Street and it always has a
comprehensive covering of parked cars
and scaffolding — very helpful...

What are the best and worst parts of
your Jjouwrney? The daily terror is
crossing two lanes of ftraffic over
Blackfriars Bridge, ready to turn down
the South Bank. Perhaps this is the
adrenaline rush I need before a day at
work. However, the views across the
river, whatever its mood, make this the
best bit too.

Any chance of a shower when you get fo
work? NO. But hopefully the new
BUG (bicycle users group) will get
some results, and better lock wp
facilities would help too.

- Finally, what are your reasons for

riding a bike to work? It always takes
35 minutes to get-to work, independent
of leaves on the line. And there are
always lots of lycra-covered muscles to
look at, competing for pole position at
Junctions along the way.

Neighbouring Groups’ Diary

CAMDEN - Meeting about eycling
hazards in Camden, Wednesday 15
October, 7 pm. The Lock Tavern, corner
of Harmood Street & Chalk Farm Road.
HARINGEY - Meeting on Thursday 9
October, 8 pm in the Tollgate pub,
Turnpike Lane, N22 (near Turnpike
Lane mube going towards Hornsey).

Angel  Junction  Safety
‘Improvements’ planned

A PUBLIC EXHIBITION of proposed
changes to the Angel junction was on
display at the Business Design Centre
from 18 — 20 September. Billed as a
move towards greater pedestrian safety,
the £250,000 proposal invelves bigger
pedestrian islands, new waffic light
phases, pavement widening to
discourage illegal left turns from
Goswell Road into St John Street, and a
new no-left-turn from Pentonviile Road
into Islington High Street. Work is
planned for next spring.

An all-red-light phase - arguably the
best option for pedestrian safety and
mobility - is deemed impossible because
it would snarl up the traffic too much.
Meanwhile, cyclists are not taken into
account at all beyond a future plan to
put & bit of green gravel on the
pavement of St John Street with a give-
way line before you get back onto the
road at the traffic lights.

Send your comments (by 6 October) (o
Linda Margetson, Highways Agency,
Rm 413, Heron House, 49/53
Goldingfon Road, Bedford MK40 3LL.
For a more detailed briefing, contact
Gavin Killip 0171 263 0369.

‘Ask not what your country can do for you, but
what you can do for your country' John F. Kennedy

ICAG offers a modest contribution to better understanding between
‘them' and 'us’ - an invitation to discuss cycling, traffic and safety issues

with twe Islington Council officers:

Tony Bowen, Cycling Officer
Michelle Walsh, Road Safety Officer

Where:
When:

All welcome - All welcome - All welcome - All welcome - All welcome

Islington Town Hall, Upper Street
Wednesday 8 October, 7.30 pm

ICAG c/o London Cycling Campaign 228 Great Guildford Business Square, 30 Great Guildford Street, London SE1 0HS Tel: 0171 928 7220




The newsletter of the Islington Cyclz’st " Action Group

August/September 1997

ISLINGTON BY CYCLE WEEK, ICAG’s
contribution to National Bike Week, was book-
ended by two Dr. Bike sessions at the Angel
where practical mechanical help and advice
was prescribed for sick cycles.

The first session was followed by a feeder
ride to the Bike Festival in Victoria Park, a
well attended event on a sunny afterncon. The
planned bicycle polo match didn’t materialise
so ICAG will have to play Camden Cycling
Campaign another time.

The Cyclists’ Breakfast held mid-week on
Bike to Work day was a great success even
- though it rained. Food was provided by The
Canadian Muffin Co. and Pret a Manger with
bike maintenance courtesy of Mosquito Bikes.

Around {20 eyclists stopped for a bite to eat,
a chat and advice on those squeaking noises
emanating from bolttom brackets.

The final event was held the following week
with a ride with Islington Ecology Centre’s
Bob Gilbert. His theme was the lost New
River.

The ride met at Gillespie Park and moved on
to Clissold Park, where an ornamental water
filled loop marked the start of the ride and the
lost New River. The route followed the filled
in sections down Aden Terrace, Petherton

Road, Wallace Road, New River Walk, :

Astey’s Row and then down Colebrocke
Row/Duncan Terrace towards New River Head
in Roseberry Avenue.

Along the way, Bob pointed out the flora and
fauna (& terrapin in the New River Walk?) and
talked about the local history of places we
passed.

ICAG look forward to presenting an even
bigger and betler Islinglon by Cycle Week next
year.

Ride the Chiltern-¥s

THE CHILTERN-HERTS ride has taken place
on every other Sunday for over six years. In all
weathers we have gone forth into the
agricultural  Hertfordshire countryside to
appreciate the subtle changes of scenery that
mark the passing of the seasons,

Although Hertfordshire has its share of urban
sprawl nearer London and some blighted New
Towns further out, most of the area remains
delightfully rural. Newcomers are usually
surprised that such pleasant surroundings exist
50 close to the metropolis,

Numhers vary, from a handful in the depths
of winier, w 30 when the weather is guaranleed
to be fine and the listing has been included in
London Cyelistl A steady influx of new faces
complements the regular riders,

The Chiltern-Herts ride can be accomplished
by anyone with a working bicycle. Our well-
established routes are taken at a leisurely pace
of approximately 10 miles_per hour — we are
out there to enjoy companionship and the
sutroundings ot to see how many miles we
can clogk up. We stop to eat at a village pub
after 15 thiles. We do a similar distance afler

lunch back to the railway siation where we
catch a train to take us back to Finsbury Park,
The ride is often eventful. There are always
encounters with nature, such as galloping deer
or & fine sunset, or discussions about topical or
philosophical issues as well as matters cycling.
You will only know what the ride is like by
turning out on Sunday morning and getting to
Finsbury Park BR by 10.30 am. We look
forward to seeing you oh the next ride
(17 August) and alternate Sundays thereafier,

-and yon cwon't . get

Picnics and Rounders
on Hampstead Heath

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING fun but not
too strenuous to while away the long summer
evenings?

Then come along to a Thursday night picnic
on the Heath, Bring your own food and drink,
There will be an optional game of rounders if
enough people want to play. All welcome —
roped “into. - cycle
campaigning against your wili — honest!

There are two dates:

e Thursday 14 August, 6.30 p.m. till dusk

¢ Thursday 28 August, 6,30 p.m., till dusk

Meet by the bandstand next to the café
(Highgate Road entrance next to William Ellis
School), or look out for us nearby

Wet weather alternative: meet in the Bu!] and
Last pub, comer of Highgate Road and
Woodsome Road from 7.30 p.m.

Your Chance to Vote for the ICAG Logo

AVID READERS of Islington Cyclist may have wondetred what

happened to the logo.

We had intended to electronically tweak all three entries-and present
them to an ICAG meeting, but we’ve decided instead to ask you to vote

for your favourite.

iﬂlt

Logo A

The designs here are as they were drafted, so once we have a winner

we’'ll tidy it up, add ICAG’s name and start using it.

How to vote: The logo hotline will be open for a limited period only,
so ring 354 5832 and leave the letter of the logo you like at the tone.

The logo hotline is open daily from 9 am, to 9 p.m. It will close
promptly at 9 p.m. on Friday 8 August, so get your calls in soon,




A Breeze Blows Down
Upper Street

111 CYCLISTS were required for a
performance of Eine Brise — a breaze - as part
of the Islington International Theatre writes
Doug Angus.

This was to be the British premiére of the
© work by Mauricio Kagel described as
. Fliichtige Aktion fir 111 Radfahrer — Fleeting
© Action for 111 Cyclists.

. Saturday started drizzly as we assembled
. inside the Union Chapel to rehearse. Our
. conductor, Stephen Montague, asked us to pick
.. Bp a bell or horn to practise the first musical
. element of ringing and hooting.

" The second musical element was whistling
and singing of three tones on a rising scale,

The third was wind sounds and rolied Rs
followed by a repeat of the bells and homs,

“OK, lets put it altogether, bellsthorns, rising
tones, wind sounds, bells/horns”, said Stephen.
Result: shambles.

With more practice the group was almost in
unison. Then to the next level. We were to ride
down Upper Street passing four flags. At flag 1
we would start the ring/horn cycle, changing to
rising notes at flag 2, then wind sounds from
flag 3 finishing with rings/hoots from flag 4.

To rehearse this we formed z circle and the
flag bearers walked around us to signal the
changes. It dawned on me what I'd let myself
in for and we weren’t yet on our bikes!

That was soon remedied by moving o
Highbury Fields to practise formation cycling,
We formed groups of ten with a designated
group captain. The captains were briefed by
Stephen about the formation. It was to vary
between onc and four cyclists abreast with
each cycle 1% metres from its nearest
neighbours. )

I was in the first group, behind our group
captain and Stephen. Quite easy to keep in
formation, or so we thought.

“The front’s going too fast”, came the cry.
Well we didn’t think so!! The problem was
that a reasonable moving off pace at the front
somehow left the bikes at the back struggling
to catch up.

A slower start fixed that — then we tried to
put it together — flags *n” all,

My heant sank, it would never fly. not even
fleetingly. It reminded me of rying to pat your
head and rub your tummy at the same time
whilst playing hopscotch for good measure,

We broke for funch, followed by more
rehearsing in our rather fetching yellow T-
shirts. Then we were ready to meet our public.

Upper Street was closed to motor traffic [
the Saturday, the space reclaimed by Festival-
goers. Burly security men cleared a path
through the crowd in readiness for the
spectacle.

1t’s hard as a performer 1o judge the effect
perceived by the stationary observer, though
there was cheering and clapping, so some of
our audience must have enjoved it. We gave a
second performance a few hours later and the

sumt came out. Sueely a sign,

Bhoto: Avdiea Orborme
Pm not sure what it ali meant, bt that
wasn’t the point. It was great fun fo be with a
large group of cyclists and see this disparate
bunch come together in less than six hours o
work as a team.
Oh and if you missed it, the next perform-
ance is in Berlin on 11 September. Sadly, I
shan’t be there.

Build a Bike

ICAG PUT THEIR cycle maintenance skills to
the test by building a bike at the Sunnyside
Community Gardens Festival from recycled
spare parts.

Hundreds of people visited the Festival at
Sunnyside Gardens off Hotnsey Rise, with
atfractions ranging from goats and donkeys,
nature trails, 2 bouncy castle and face painting,
to live music in the garden and, of course, the
bike.

Tools and parts were laid out on the ground
at Junchtime, and by 6 p.m. a Peugeot racer

had risen phoenix-like from the heap of

discarded bicycle bits.

The bike is a gift to the staff and volunteers
of Sunnyside Gardens, a community green
space and environment centre, “It’s great,”
commented Sunnyside worker Ben Hooke.
“Volunteers can use the bike for short trips,
and the Build-a-Bike exercise ties in with
broader environmental issues — finding a use
for things instead of throwing them away.”

The whole bike cost the princely sum of £17
for new parts like brake cabies. Donations
dropped in a bucket on the day helped cover
the cost.

The event generated publicity for ICAG’s
recently started bike maintenanse workshops.
As the bike builders chatted with people, it
became clear that there is a latent demand
amongst cyclists to become a bit more selfe
sufticient in diagnosing and fixing problems.

Workshop organiser Gavin Killip explained,
“It’s about helping people build their skills and
confidence. People get a real sense of
achievement when they do something for
themselves for the first time and a cyclist who
armives at a workshop with one working brake
is a lot safer when they leave with two. All
anyone needs is the will to have a go. We
provide a bit of encouragement and expertise
along the way.”

N.B. ICAG does not need any more second-
hand parts at the moment!

Short Cuts

YOU KNOW how it is, Too late for the last
train, the crowded N19 night bus with its
misted up windows disappears into the
distance and not a cab in sight. If only you had
cycled into town.

Well now ICAG can show you the quickest
and safest routes to and from the Wesi Tud.

Meet outside the Towr Hall on Sunday
7 September at 11 a.m. for a leisurely late
morming trip into town, Coffee at Bar Italia (or
similar) and an alternative route back. Bring
your Sunday papers, !

ICAG’S MEETINGS continue at the Town
Hall on the 2™ Wednesday of each month.

The next two are 13 August and 10 Septem-
ber with new times from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

NORTH I1stinGToM

@ NO EXFERVENCE MNECESS ARY
-] SHARLE Yoo,y ~ BRLMNG WHAT Yoy Can
@  FRIGMDLY "EXfEMETT' Fof ADVICERNAFPPoRT

e £i1 (sor) PER. FESSiorn TOmARDS cosTy

4th Wednesday of the month, 7-9.30 p-m.

WHERE: Sunnyside Community Gardens
Corner of Sunnyside Road &
Hazzllville Road, N19

WHEN:

CONTACT: Gavin Killip

O171 263 0369 (h) O171 404 B454(w)
NEXT SESSIONS: 27 August & 24 September

|

Fvse send any letters, articles. classified ads, photos. carteons. artwork eic. 1o The Lditor, Islington Cyclise, 68 Si. Peter's Street N1 8JS or Jax 0171 354 5832, |
{1 Bles on 34 PC formatted disks appreciaied. Photocopyving by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists” Action Group 1997
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As part of National Bike Week, ICAG is pleased to announce the
finalised listing of events that are running as Islington By Cycle
Week.

You, your family and friends are very welcome to join us at some
or all of them.

If you have any queries about any of the events please ring the
named contact person.

Saturday 7 June — Dr Bike and Cycle Coding.
10.30 am - 1.30 pm outside the Royal Bank of Scotl_and at the Angel. George: 359 4625

Saturday 7 June — Feeder Ride to Bike Festival 1997.

11.15 am outside Islington Town Hall in Upper Street.

We will be riding to the Bike Festival in Victoria Park to join cyclists from all over London. As well as
fun rides in the park, women’s Dr Bike, a 5 mile challenge ride plus numerous other happenings,
ICAG will be playing the Camden Cycling campaign at bicycle polo. See the article on page 2 for
more information. John: 272 2274

Wednesday 11 June — Cyclists’ Breakfast.

8 - 10 am at the cycle crossing at the Junction of City Road and Colebrooke Row.

Yes folks, it's Bike to Work day and to sustam you on your journey come and join us for breakfast.
Chris: 609 5093

Saturday 14 June — Dr Bike and Cycle Coding.
10.30 am - 4.30 pm outside the Royal Bank of Scotland at the Angel. George: 359 4625

Thursday 19 June - Islington Wildlife Cycle Ride.

6.30 pm at the islington Ecology Centre on Drayton Park N5.

An evening cycle ride in conjunction with the Islington Ecology Centre around the hidden bits of Is-
lington that actually contain unique samples of wild plants and animals.

Helpers needed for Islington By Cycle Week, Cyclists’ Breakfast, Dr. Bike, leafleting etc.
Contact: John Billeter on 272 2274




Polo isfi the Park

THE CHELSEA PEDLARS will play an ex-
hibition match of bicycle polo at the Bike Fes-
tival in Victoria Park, Hackney on Saturday
7 June.

The Pedlars ride specially stripped-down
bikes and have agreed to allow other cyclists to
use them to play their own matches at the Fes-
tival.

ICAG is taking this opportunity to accept a
chalienge from our neighbours in the Camden
Cycling Campaign, so come along and help us
win by joining one of our teams or cheering us
on.

The Bike Festival and polo matches will take
place on Saturday 7 June between 12 noon and
4 pm. If you want to be part of a tean ring Leo
Chapman on 251 3652 for more details or turn
up on the day.

Formation Cyclists Sought

THE ALMEIDA THEATRE and the Islington
International Festival are staging a premiere
musical spectacle, ‘Eine Brise' by the German
composer Kagel, along Upper Street on Satur-
day afternoon 28 June.

111 bicycles and cyclists are required to ride
in formation along the highway in conjunction
with the music. Musical experience is optional,
but the ability to ring a bell or honk a hom
would be appreciated! The Almeida will pro-
vide drink for all and bellsthorns for those who
require them.

" Please contact Mark Hammond at the Al-
meida on 359 1666 if you're interested in par-
ficipating.

ICAG Co-ordinator Appointed

JOHN BILLETER is the new co-ordinator for
ICAG. He replaces Carl Farmer who is leaving
us at the end of May to live in Rhode Island.

John will be supported in his new role by
Usman Khan, who will represent ICAG on the
Council’s Transport Sub Commitiee, and Ali-
son Dines who is our new Treasurer. Doug
Angus will continue to edit the newsietter.

We are still locking for somebody(s) to liaise
with the press.

If you are interested then please contact John
on 272 2274.

The ‘Popular Route’ of
Many Guises

By Leo Chapman (ro relation)

ICAG’s Petroleum Posse spent last Sunday
morning admiring the highly professional
handiwork of Islington’s Chief Engineer, Clive
Chapman, in accommodating the motor car on
Cycle route 6 (St. John Street) on what is jok-

ingly called a ‘popular route’, just over one

mile, on the Council Cycle Map, and begin- |

ning in Bunhill Row, near the Barbican.

Both routes funne! many of the 310,000 City '

employees to or from work. The routes are on
the north edge of the Square Mile,

The St. John Street route will be rhapsodised
in a future issue. Suffice to say that the odd
parking-metered space is interspersed in the
green cycle lane lest a motorist be inconven-
ienced,

Bunhill Row Raceway

The ‘popular route’, beginning near the
Rarbican, ends at Prebend Street, Canonbury.
At just over one mile it is quite a long, direct
distance in inner-city terms.

The one route has many name. It begins as
one-way Bunhill Row, crosses Old Street to
become onec-way Bath Sireet, crosses City

Road to enter the Borough of Hackney and -

become two-way Shepherdess Walk and then
crosses the Regent’s Canal to re-enter Islington
and hecome Packington Square (which is not a
square) and then ending at Prebend Street.

The one-way stretches in Islingion puzzied
the Posse. Bunhill Row couid possibly be jus-
tified if it linked with a major City
(Corporation of London) one-way system.
Perhaps there was one there once. Now there
are only the Lilliputian Moor Lane and Fins-
bury Street one-way roads at the beginning of
Bunhill Row Each is only about 60 yards long.

Buphill Row ard Bath Street total about hatf
a mile and the Posse marvelled at vehicles
enjoying the freedom of their one-way running.
Exceeding the 30 mph speed limit obviously
was perfectly excusable on such a thought-
fully-designed thoroughfare for getting motor-
ists out of the City and home as fast as possi-
ble.

But getting south to work is another matter
on one-way streets going north. The Posse
thought that this was a lacuna in the concept of
the Chief Engineer at the time.

Packington Square passes through the Pack-
ington Estate and is two-way. It is fairly new.

But it has seven thoughtfully designed speed

ICAG Meeting Dates.
Wednesday 11 June 1997

Wednesday 9 July 1997

7-9 p.m.

7-9 p.m.

tables with 14 ridges about 1'% inches high.
This makes cycling there quite an adventure.
Most cyclists use the footpaths, -~

. The Square also has on each side of the

street echelon (angle) parking in raised saw-
teeth-like bays. Drivers cannot see as they
back out. This can be death to cyclists. It is
just as well that the speed tables have been
designed to be as uncomfortabie as possible for
riders. The Posse thought that this was techni-
caliy absolutely correct. The footpaths are far
safer, The Posse concluded that Islington’s
traffic engineering department has a jaundiced
view of work in the City and couid be con-
gratulated for a design that allows the bowler-
hatted brigade to escape to points north as
quickly as possible.

New cycle stands had to be fitted in quickly
(see last issue) in order to mest the end-of-the-
financial-year deadline. We said that this had
to be rushed. However, the traffic engineer
involved points out that the actual design work
was not rushed.

Sunday Rides Continue

REGULAR RIDES will continue through the
summer — departing from Islington to the Hert-
fordshire countryside on alternate Sundays.

The rides are typically around thirty miles in
length at an easy pace with a pub stop for
lurch.

For further information ring John on 272
2274, otherwise meet at 10,00 a.m. at Finsbury
Park railway station on 8 June, 22 June, 6 July,
20 July and 3 August.

Classified Ads

THIS IS a free ad section for [CAG members.
Please send your ‘ad’ to the Editor for inclu-
sion in the next issue,

Town Hall, Upper Street

Town Hall, Upper Sireet

ICAG meetson the 2™ Wednesday of each month.

We have chosen the Town Hall as it is in the centre of the Borough and since the meet-
ing is sponsored by a Councillor, we do not have to pay for the venue. Our meetings are
informal even though they’re held in a formal rcom with a big table. ICAG is totally inde-
pendent of Islington Council. Come along and give us your ideas about cycling in Isling-

ton.

Next copy deadline: Saturday 26 July

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads. photos, cartoons, artwork eic. to The Editor, Islington Cyelist, 68 5t. Peter's Street NI 8J§ or fax 0171 354 5832,
Text files on 3% " PC formatted disks apprecimed. Photocopying by Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists' Action Group 1997
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Bike Week

HELPERS AND VOLUNTEERS are
needed for the ICAG events listed in the §
National Bike Week pull out included with |

Please phone the |
| Camden and THaringey given the

'your London Cyclist.
contact persons listed. Thank You.

“The next Islington Cyclist will carry a
full Histing of all ICAG events together

with anyeiast minute changes — so keep §
| come out for the summer we hope to see

% you there.

your € eyes’ glued to D ¥ r]etterbox o

Co-ordinator to Step Down

AT MARCHS ICAG meeting, Carl
Farmer, Islington's LCC Borough Co-
ordinator announced that he would be
leaving ICAG -~ and the country — at the
end of May, Carl was a founding member
of ICAG 20 years ago, making ICAG an
ofder organisation than the London
Cycling Campaign itself! Some of ICAG's
history wilt be featured in a future issue of
Islington Cyclist in an article written by
Carl.

We will be very sorry to see Carl leave —
his knowledge and experience of things
Islington and cycling will be sorely missed
together with the hard work that he has
put into ICAG. A big thank you goes to
Carl from all ICAG members. We hope to
keep in touch and send him our news via
the Internet,

Cycle Workshops Now Open!!

IT WAS the sort of weather that drowns
bicycles and blows the tape off your
handiebars. Someone rang in the late
aftemoon and asked if it had been
cancelled, as surely no-one would tumn up.
Yet at 7 pm. on 19 February the rain
stopped and the wind slowed a bit,

Seven cyclists tumed up to a2 warm
welcome in a lovely eco-building. Enough
bike parts arrived to build-up some
complete bikes from scratch. Tools were
spread out on tables. Skilful advice was
offered and gratefully received. What fun.
Jolly exciting too, as promised in the last
newsletter.

The scene was repeated with the second

§| workshop on 19 March. Nine people

enthusiastically pulling bikes to bits (and
then putting them together again aided by
the more expesienced!).

We are aiming to make the workshop a
Tri-Borough event with our neighbours in

workshop’s location at the Sunnyside
Ecology Centre in the north of Islington.
As the weather improves and vour bikes

The next workshops will be 23 April and
21 May starting at 8 p.m. at the Sunnyside
Ecology Centre, north side of Sunnyside
Road and Hazelville Road, N19.

Further details from Chris Ashby (609
5093).

Signs of the Times

ICAG IS CURRENTLY appearing in
flashing lights on the electronic notice
boards outside the Town Hall in Upper
Street and at the Archway.

Our notice is up for a year and says:

MOST JOURNEYS IN
ISLINGTON CAN
BE DONE QUICKLY

BY BICYCLE.
ISLINGTON CYCLISTS
ACTION GROUP SAYS:
‘GET ON YOUR BIKE’

Another traffic related notice has been

put up by Islington Alert who monitor

traffic matters. It quotes the Council’s
Unitary Development Plan (UDP):

‘COUNCIL CONSIDERS
THAT THE USE OF CARS

SHOULD BE DISCOURAGED’
- ISLINGTON ALERT SUPPORTS
THIS COUNCIL POLICY

These notices point up policies in the
UDP that may be little known to the
average voter/Council taxpayer and
cyclists should bear them in mind when
talking to motorists.

ICAG Rides Again

AS REPORTED in the last issue of
Islington Cyelist, the second Ride the
Routes Ride will take place on Sunday 13
April following December's successful
Northern Exposure ride. This time we will
explore the routes in the Southern Climes
of the Borough which gives a number of
advantages over the first ride:
M more daylight (sunset not umtil 7:50
p.m.)
B warmer (April rather than December) -
i1 even warmer (the route will be nearer
the equator!)

So bring family, friends and any stray
cyclists you pick up on the way Meet
outside the Town Hall at 10.30 a.m.

Further details from Carl on 226 3742

Cycle for a Curry in Comfort

THE INDIAN VEGETARIAN restaurant
in Chapel Market is setting a cycle-friendly
example to other restauranteurs in the area
by paying for two cycle stands around the
corner in Godson Street. This is almost
unheard of  and the owner
R N Safi is to be congratulated.

Islington Council are installing these
stands along with 65 others separately
funded by central Government. The
Government money had to be spent by the
financial year’s end so the location of the
stands has been a rush job. The 65 are
distributed:

m 30 stands at Otd Street tube station

M six stands at Archway tube station in
Archway Mall - we have asked that
they be brought nearer Junction Road
so that they can be seen from the
station entrance

~ three stands at Holloway tube station
near the railway bridge — this is not the
best site but pipes and cables near the
surface prevent them from being put
nearer the station entrance

~ six stands at Canonbury railway station
in Wallace Road

m three stands at Essex Road railway
station in Canonbury Road

~ seven stands at City University in
Meredith Street




~v six siands on the opposite side of
Holloway Road to the main North
London University building

~ four stands outside the new Tesco
Express store at Islington Green

Lep Chapman spent a day checking the
sites and found the plans were hard to
follow since they had been hastily drawn
up.

LBI and ICAG have agreed to compile a
list of potential sites for the next time
money is available. Please contact the
Editor with your list of favoured sites.

it is called the Birdy, but in the good old
US of A it's badged Jeep Renegade
Wrangier after the bigger 4 wheel drive,
off road, all terrain, petrot driven vehicle.
Why anyone needs 4 wheels is beyond us
alt.

At the end of the meeting a small crowd
gathered covetously around the machine
whilst Carl demonstrated how to fold it
down into an easily carried package; ideal
for those mixed transpori mode journeys.

Press Officer Wanted

WHILE SORTING out roles in ICAG to
cover Cafl’s departure, we concluded that
we need somebody(s) to liaise with the
press.

As with all ICAG roles this one is
flexible, but could involve preparing press
releases, monitoring local press coverage
of cycle-related matters and writing a bi-
monthly article of up to 200 words for the
London Cyclist Borough News.

If anyone has these skills then please
contact Carl on 226 3742 for more details.

Train Assisted Shire Cycling

CALLING ALL Sunday cyclists — regular
rides are now departing from Islington to
the Hertfordshire countryside on alternate
Sundays.

The rides are typically around thirty
miles in length at an easy pace with a pub
stop for lunch.

For further information ring John on 272
2274, otherwise meet at 10.00 am. at
Finsbury Park railway station on 13 and 27
April, 11 and 25 May and 8 June.

Did you see?

THE Islington Gazette of 6 March
featured ICAG's very own Carl Farmer in
its Islington People section. Carl was
quoted as having 12 bikes, but Islington
Cyclist can now report that he has recently
acquired yet another. The new bike was on
show at the last ICAG meeting and
consists of an electric blue aluminium
folding frame with full suspension, 18"
wheels and 7 gripshift gears.

The bike is an American import
manufactured by R&M in Germany where

Summer Mass

FOR THOSE of you who prefer your
campaigning to be of a more direct nature
why not try the Central London Critical
Mass. A Critical Mass is where a large
number of cyclists ride around en masse
briefly dominating the road they travel
along i much the same way that
motorised vehicles do.

The only fixed point is the start: 5.45
p.m. at the South Bank under Waterloo
Bridge on the last Friday of each month.
After that, who knows — Critical Mass has
no organisers or leaders and wends its way
through London's streets enjoying the
space and relative quietness it creates.

The next two rides are 25 April and 30
May so come along and be part of a
cycling phenomenom.

Chapter & Verse on Cars - Use it!

A USEFUL dictum to file for use in letters
to the press and in argument is Islington
Council's car policy: "the Council
considers that the use of the car should be
discouraged". This is on page 195 of the
Unitary Development Plan (UDP).

Meeting Dates

Wednesday 9 April 1997

Wednesday 14 May 1997

any Government proposals which would
give priotity to car owners to drive
whenever and wherever they wish", page
179,

Each Borough has to draw up a UDP
and they have the force of law under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and
the Planning Compensation Act 1991. The
Islington UDP aiso supports journeys
within the Borough by bicycle.

ICAG Logo — an Update ...

DUE TO LACK of time on the Editor's
part, no progress has been made with
comparing electronic designs of the three
short-listed logos, We will make a special
effort to get this resolved in time for the
next issue and Bike Week,

Bicycle Polo

A REMINDER that ICAG has been
chalienged by the Camden Cycling
Campaign to a bicycle polo tournament
during Bike Week, June 7 - 15.

If you would like to find out more please
ring Leo on 251 3852 (if on answerphone
please repeat your telephone number).

Classified Ads

THIS IS a free ad section for ICAG
members. Please send your ‘ad’ 1o the
Editor for inclusion in the next issue.

TRICYCLE WANTED by local
Councillor for journeys to and from the
Town Hall. Contact Margot Dunn on 607
8500,

Also "the Council will continue to re]ect

79 p.m.

7-9 p.m.

234" FRAME, fixed wheel bike wanted.
Contact Chris Ashby on 609 5093,

Town Hall, Upper Street

Town Hall, Upper Street

DUE TO the new Council year starting at the end of May future dates need to be
confirmed. We will continue to try for the 2™ Wednesday of each month,

We have chosen the Town Hall as it is in the centre of the Borough and since
the meeting is sponsored by a Councillor, we do not have to pay for the venue.
Our meetings are informal even though they’re held in a formal room with a big
table. ICAG is totally independent of Islington Council. Come along and give us

your ideas about cychng in Islington.

Next copy deadline: Saturday 17 May

Text files on 3%

Please send any letters, articles, classified ads, phoios. cartoons, artwork etc. to The Editor, Islington Cvclist, 68 St. Peter’s Street X1 8JS or fax 0171 354 5832,
" PC formaited disks appreciated. Phaotocopving bv Carl Lomas of Camelot Courier Training. © Islington Cyclists ' Action Group 1997
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National Bike Weel: ]?es:ign - in Essex Road for making a | existing routes detailed below at the cost
714 J 97 similar offer. of £57,900. ,

- une Cycle Route 2: Margery Street -

ICAG ARE proposing the following
events for London By Cycle Week on
7-14 June as part of National Bike Week,
Please let us know which events you could
help organise, help on the day or attend.

1. Doctor Bike Surgery at the Angel,
(7 & 14 June).

2. Shoppers Challenge, (30 & 31 May).

is is a new event as an alternative to
our traditional Commuter Challenge and is
a demonstration of how easy it is to shop
locally using your cycle. We will hold this
the week before so it can be featured in
the local press. Ideas on the content of the
challenge gratefully received.
3. Commuter Challenge, (28 May).

We are inviting an LBI Councillor and
an LBI Traffic Planner/Engineer to join in
the event which will go from one end of
the Borough to the other. We will hold
this the week before so it can be featured
in the local press.

4. Cyclists Breakfast, (11 June).

City Rd/Goswell Rd Triangle. We are
negotiating with a local eatery to supply us
with rolls and beverages.

5. Nature Ride, (12 June).

Evening ride through the wild and
hidden nature trails of Islington in
conjunction with LBI Ecology Centre.

6. Combined Rides with neighbouring
Boroughs. ‘

7. Ride the LBI Cycie Routes ?7?

8. ANY OTHER IDEAS OR EVENTS
7777 PLEASE TELL US - THE

EDITOR OR CARL FARMER ASAP.

Hopefully we now have secured future
issues and we award Carl and Charhie the
ICAG Order of the Bicycle Clip for their
noble offers.

Cycle Workshop to Open

IT’S ALL very exciting. ICAG now has a
self help cycle maintenance workshop, Tell
all your cycling friends. Three initial dates
have been set: Wednesday 19 February,
Wednesday 19 March and Wednesday 23
April. Each session will start at 8 p.m. and
we aim to finish clearing up by 10 p.m
when some people will undoubtediy want
to refresh themselves in a nearby hostelry,

We have the Sunnyside Ecology Centre
to thank for hosting these sessions. The
Centre is the small wooden building on the
north side of the corner of Sunnyside Road
and Hazelville Road, N19. Although some
“experts” and a variety of tools will be on
hand, these workshops will be conducted
on a first come first served, self help basis.
So please remember to bring any tools, oil
and grease you think you might need for
the job required and to share with others,

We want to make the workshop self
financing, so donations will be collected to
cover the modest costs of the venue. If
anyone can donate or bring along a bicycle
stand it would be very useful and secure
storage is available nearby. All offers and
further details from Chris Ashby (0171
609 5093).

Photocopying Facilities
Secured

IN RESPONSE to the plea in the last issue
of Islington Cyclist, we've had two offers
of photocopying facilities.

Our thanks go to Carl Lomas of Camelot
Courier Training in Goswell Road for the
use of the company’s photocopier to
produce this and future issues.

Thanks also to Charlie Hoult of Wilson
Harvey - Contagious Marketing and

(:‘%V{\/\\ Leo f C"Mt‘j . J bt

LBI Cycle Route Spend by
End of Financial Year

ON 14 NOVEMBER the LBI Transport
Sub-Committee decided to re-route Cycle
Route & along Beresford Terrace,
Highbury New Park and Coliins Road
rather than Petherton Road and Green
Lanes. LBI Traffic Planners require
substantial design work for the new
routing and are unable to achieve this
work within the financial year up to end of
March 1997. Instead they are proposing
the following improvement measures to

DA—\"'} - A ]LPJ

Coloured surfacing, and road hump
remedial works to cycle lane (£11k).
Claremont Sg./Amwell St - Coloured
surfacing to cycle lane (£6.1k).

Cycle Route 3: Colebrooke Row -
Segregated cycle lane with coloured
surface (£1.9k).

City Rd./New North Road - Directional &
route signs (£1.2k).

St. Peter’s/Danbury St. - Cycle lane
coloured surface (£1.7k).

Ecclesbourne Rd. - Segregated cycle lane
with coloured surface (£1.1k).

Cycle Route 5: Courtauld/Davenant Rd. -
Directional signs (0.3k).

Holloway Rd/Davenant Rd. - Coloured
surfacing {0.5k),

Cycle Route 6 - the Tennis Court
Route:  Advanced stop line at
Charterhouse Street (£0.5k)

St. John St. - cycle lane between car
parking bay and pavement; 8 “parking
bays would be relocated outwards”
(£13.4k).

Rosoman St. - coloured surfacing (£1.5%).
Amwell 8t. - cycle lane with coloured
surface (£3.1k).

Contingencies & fees (£15.6k).

The above information comes from
agenda item J.1 for the Transport Sub-
Committee meeting on 30 January 1997,

The majority of these measures seem
trivial, but they should improve cycling
conditions in Islington. We would have
preferred more advanced stop lines.

-Hundreds of Cycle Racks

for Flats and Offices

A SPECULATIVE phone call by ICAG
member Leo Chapman has led to Islington
Council now making cycle parking a
condition of planning for new flats and
offices.

He’d noticed the weekly publication of
planning applications in the classified ads
of the Islington Gazette and decided to
ring the architects of a 28-flat
development on the cormer of Liverpool




Road and Offord Road. They readily
agreed to provide cycle parking,

Next, Harley Sherlock, Ishington Society
advisory ‘member on the Development
Sub-Committee, requested  cycling
facilities for an 85-dwelling application for
187-211 St. John Street, Clerkenwell and
was successfil.

Leo then succeeded in getting cycle
facilities for a total of 44 flats and a 56-
room care home (the latter would be
mostly for staff and visitors).

At the last Development Sub-Committee
meeting the new Chief Planner (Control),
Graham Loveland, said that from now on
he would make cycle facilities a condition
for granting planning perrmsswn for flats
and offices.

Unfortunately, the Council cannot
require a developer to be specific about
detailed cycle facilities so Leo is now
liaising with architects to show how best
to put in cycle parkmg using the LCC
guideline publication.

Leo has had a universally good reception
from architects. They think cycle facilities
are a good idea and planning application
time is a convenient juncture

_ Vlsxtmg architects is a bit labour-

' lmenswe “and Leo would  welcome
volunteers with time during the day to visit
their offices. If you can help please leave a
message for Leo on 0171 354 5832,

He's now extending the scheme to other
Boroughs such as Hackney, Camden and
Ealing,

Leo recently put in the first three
objections on behalf of Hackney Cycling
Campaign and has arranged for Camden
Cycling Campaign to put i a dozen
objections to applications without cycle
facilities. Camden’s planning policy
officers are now considering adopting the
Ishington example. Another neighbouring
Borough might be interested as the City’s
UDP provides for a matching cycle
parking space for each motor vehicle

Road/Hanley Road/Marlborough Road
and Cycle Route 5 at Davenant Road into
Whittington Park. Tea Stop. Route 5 to
the Clock Tower at the Caledonian Cattle
Market,

About 10 rders including a tandem
couple braved the cold.

The main areas we decided that required
tmprovement are. the junction of
Canonbury Park South and Willow Bridge
Road and the provision of a contraflow
lane to Marlborough Road between
Sussex Way and Hornsey Road. We have
passed our comments onto Paul Chant,
LBI Traffic Planner for the North of the
Borough.

The next Ride the Routes Ride is
scheduled for Sunday 13 April, meeting

| gutside the Town Hall at 10.30 a.m., when

we will visit the Southern Climes of the
Borough. Everybody’s weicome.

Logo Update

WE NOW have three high quality finalists
for our logo competition. Entries from
R W Palmer, Gavin Kilip and Kerry
Platman were reviewed at the ICAG
meeting on 8 January.

You may well wonder, why it is that we
still have an “under construction” logo in
place. The answer is that the meeting tried
to reach to a consensus, but failed
Instead, we agreed to do some minor
electronic “tweaking” on the short-listed
designs so that they could be judged on an
equal basis at the next meeting on 12
February.

Watch  this space for  further
developments! Come along for the final
vote.

Try a Chukka of Bicycle
Polo!

POLO CAN be played on bikes as well as
on ponies and ICAG has been challenged
by the Camden Cycling Campsaign to a
game (or tournamen: if enough want to
play) in Bike Week, June 7 - 185,

It is played on a grass football pitch, five
to a side with mallets 2% inches in
diameter.

The Bicycle Polo Association of Great
Britain will coach and referee. If we can
pget hold of enough people playing
regularly (it's a summer game) it would be
an expansion of things to do on bikes.

If you think you would like a game
please ring 0171 609 6540 (if on
answerphone please repeat your telephone
number),

The sport was invented in DubIm in
1891 by Richard Macredy. There are two
clubs in London, the Chelsea Pedlars and
the Herne Hill Aces.

Classified Ads

THIS IS a free ad section for ICAG
memnivers

Buying a bike?

Selling a bike?

Looking for a cycle mate?

Send you ‘ad’ to the editor for the next
1ssue.

BIKE WANTED to suit woman, 5° 3" tall
{about 19" frame). No matter if there are
bits missing or repairs needed, so long as
the frame is sound and not too heavy.
Phone  Gavin 0171 404 3454
[{answerphone after 6 p.m.).

Meeting Dates

space. Wednesday 12 February 1997  7-9p.m. Town Hall, Upper Street
. : Wednesday 12 March 1997 7-9 p.m, Town Hall, Upper Street

ICAG Rides the Routes in g b PP

December Wednesday 16 April 1997 7-9 p.m. Town Hali, Upper Street

THE DECEMBER Ride the Routes
Ride investigated the Northern Exposure
parts of the Borough. We started at the
Town Hall and then took Route 6 through
Canonbury Park South to Wallace Road,
Beresford Terrace to Highbury New Park,
Mount Grove Road/Gillespie Road to
Cycle Route 1 to Finsbury Park. Off Road
on the Parkland Walk to Stapleton Hall

We have chosen the Town Halt as it is in the centre of the Berough and since the
meeting is sponsored by a Councillor, we do not have to pay for the venue. Qur
meetings are informal even though they’re held in a formal room with a big table.
ICAG is totally independent of Islington Council. Come along and give us your
ideas about cvcling in Istington.

Please send any ietters, articles, classified ads, photos, carloons, artwork eic. to The Editor, Islington
Cuelist, 68 St Peter's Street N1 8JS or fac 0171 354 5832. Text files supplied on 31:" PC formatted
disks wounld be much appreciated










