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Highbury Corner Gyratory 

  

 
There must be hope that this 

gyratory will go two way before 

the end of 2014.  It’s in the 

Islington Transport Strategy 

and TfL have allocated funding 

for it. Will the Cycle 

Superhighway be completed 

before the work at Highbury 

Corner?  (There is an 

alternative route planned if this 

is the case. It will go down 

Caledonian Road.) 

 

Madras Place on 24/11/11 

 

  
We hoped that we’d be able to 

report that work on this 

crossing of Holloway Road had 

been finished.  It is still 

uncompleted and we can’t be 

sure when it will be! 

Cycling on the Canal 

towpath 

This regularly features in the 

local press. Interested members 

of ICAG met the Towpath 

Ranger from British Waterways 

at the end of October.  British 

Waterways have written to local 

press about resolving congestion 

on the towpath. It was also 

signed by Martin Klute, a local 

councillor, Friends of Regents 

Canal, Hanover School, Living 

Streets and ICAG. The full text 

is on our website under Recent 

Posts. 

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

 
ICAG have been involved in the 

Two Tings project in the past. 

This involved stopping cyclists 

on the towpath and making 

sure they knew about the Two 

Tings Code of Conduct which 

encourages users to think of 

each other as they use the 

towpath – the photo shows us in 

action. The Code of Conduct is 

being revised.  If anyone is 

interested in being involved, 

please contact 

C Alison Dines  

E alisondines@clara.co.uk 

 

We hope you enjoy 

the Christmas break and 

wish you safe cycling in the 

New Year. 

 

 
20’s plenty 

We were surprised and pleased 

to hear that the Council is 

planning to make all its roads 

20mph.  The executive 

committee of the Council voted 

on 24th November in favour of 

extending 20mph limits to 

Borough principal roads. 
This seems to be a statement of 

intent without a budget, rather 

than a plan with dates for 

implementation.  There’s more 

on our website – Recent Posts 

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

 

Islington's Transport 

Strategy 2011-2014 

We responded at some length to 

the consultation on this.  We 

were generally not impressed, 

particularly by the unambitious 

target for modal growth (the 

share of cycling in the total 

transport mix).  Neighbouring 

boroughs (Camden and 

Hackney) were far more 

determined.  The full response 

is on our website - Recent Posts 

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

New Forum 

ICAG is a member of the 

Highbury Fields Forum which 

was launched on November 26. 

It brings together a number of 

interested groups to advise the 

council on the management of 

Highbury Fields.   

 

http://www.icag.org.uk/
http://www.icag.org.uk/
mailto:alisondines@clara.co.uk


Owen St (near Goswell Road 

Triangle) 

 

 
We had hopes that Owen Street 

would go into Council 

ownership reasonably soon – it 

is a private road at the moment.  

When that happens the Council 

will be able to make 

improvements for cyclists and 

walkers using that road.  We 

were consulted about a 

temporary sign indicating 

shared use for walkers and 

cyclists.   We had no strong 

feelings about this; we will be 

very pleased when it is changed 

the street for the better, 

however! 

 

 

 
 

LCC AGM 

One outcome of the AGM is that 

we have now a local member of 

the board - Christian Wolmar.  

If anyone wants to raise issues 

or highlight concerns, they can 

email him.  

E christian.wolmar@gmail.com  

There is a report of LCC’s AGM 

on our website - Recent Posts  

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

Ten years ago 

Finsbury Park and Old Street 

roundabout feature (still 

unresolved). But there was a 

reminder that money towards 

childminding was available for 

people attending ICAG 

meetings, and notice of a 

Christmas Party! 

 

 

On-line Voting 

Thanks to all ICAG members 

who voted on our campaigning 

priorities.  Removing gyratories, 

extending 20mph, increasing 

permeablility were the most 

popular.  As a result, we have 

been in touch with Better 

Archway Forum, and hope to 

work with them to remove the 

Archway Gyratory.   

 

Archway Gyratory  

 

 
Better Archway Forum (who 

campaign to improve facilities 

there) wrote an optimistic letter 

to the Tribune hoping for 

funding to make the Gyratory 

two way soon.  This seems 

unlikely but when a developer is 

found to rebuild the entire area, 

Tfl and LBI will siphon funding 

from the developer for work on 

the Gyratory.  Meanwhile, there 

are works going on in Archway 

Close – in the middle of the 

gyratory.  As the future of this 

area is uncertain, it seems odd.  

It is possibly because there is 

money to spend before the end 

of the financial year.  

 

Veloteers 

We met recently to discuss the 

next actions for Veloteers. 

There are two clusters of wards 

(Highbury East/Highbury 

West/Mildmay and Junction) 

where there are more Veloteers 

and they will be encouraged to 

meet and consider local 

initiatives. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Little Green Ride  

Description: Easy-paced rides of around 
30 miles 

Date: 3rd Sunday in the month 

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m. 
Place: Finsbury Park overland station 

C Stephen Taylor 
T 07977 235 735                              

W: www.littlegreenride.blogspot.com 

Cycle Workshop Dates 

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens 

corner of Sunnyside Rd and Hazelville 
Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except August and December) 

Time: 7 – 9.30 p.m. 
Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session 

towards costs 
C Adrian Williams 

T 07810 211 902 

ICAG monthly meeting  

If you’ve something to say about cycling 
in Islington, or just want to listen, come 

along to the ICAG monthly meeting.                     
Place: Islington Town Hall 

Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
Time: 7.30-9.30 pm 

C Alison Dines 
T 020 7226 7012 

E alisondines@clara.co.uk 
Agenda items for meetings should reach 

Alison Dines by the Saturday before the 
meeting. 

Reporting Potholes 

In Islington, phone 020 7527 2000 or go 
to www.islington.gov.uk and click on 

report a street problem. Or try 
www.fixmystreet.com  

Rest of London, phone 0845 305 1234 
or go to www.tfl.gov.uk, click on road 

users, then on report a street fault. 
 

Three ICAG Email Groups 

If you wish to discuss any of the topics 
covered in Islington Cyclist in more 

detail then why not subscribe to the 
ICAG email list?  If you would like to 

participate, send an email to:              
E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have another yahoo group 

concerned mainly with the engineering 
projects that we are being consulted 

about. If you want to join this one send 
an email to:                                       

E: icag-eng-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

To join the Veloteers e-group, email   

E: icag_veloteers-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

There is a Face book page;  
www.facebook.com and type in Islington 

Cyclists. 
Contribute to Islington Cyclist 

Please send any articles or images to:  

E: 249keith@waitrose.com   

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of ICAG.  
Thanks to all contributors. 

Published by ICAG, 84c Riversdale Rd, 
London, N5 2JZ 

Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2011  

mailto:christian.wolmar@gmail.com
http://www.icag.org.uk/
http://www.islington.gov.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com%0dWe%20have%20another%20yahoo%20groups%20concerned%20mainly%20with%20the%20engineering%20projects%20that%20we%20are%20being%20consulted%20about.%20If%20you%20want%20to%20join%20this%20one%20send%20an%20email%20to:
mailto:icag_veloteers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:icag_veloteers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:249keith@waitrose.com


 
 

ISLINGTON CYCLIST 
The newsletter of the Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 

 

 

737 Members, 248 on e-group          www.icag.org.uk              Issue 92 Feb Mar 2012

Madras Place 

 
We are waiting for 

finishing touches to the 

crossing which is much 

improved, and now in use.  

We hope that an all 

important pair of traffic 

lights will reduce the 

speed of northbound 

traffic, making this a 

safer place to cross 

Holloway Road. 

 

Drayton Park 

The council is thinking 

about changing conditions 

on this road.  Their survey 

[there’s a link on our web 

site] is now closed. There 

are some graphic reasons 

for action on our website – 

look for crazy parking on 

Drayton Park in Recent 

Posts.  

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

Suggestions for AGM 

It’s not too early to be 

planning for our AGM – any 

suggestions for a speaker?  

The probable date is May 9. 

 

 
 
Bike week 2012 

Note the dates are June 16-

24 for the next Bike Week. 

 

The Canal towpath 

At time of writing, we’ve 

seen a letter from Living 

Streets hoping for action 

from British Waterways and 

some consultation about 

improvements on the 

Islington section of the 

Canal.  There is mention of 

chicanes, improved surface 

and a ban of cyclists.  We 

are most concerned that, if 

a direct alternative route 

is enacted, a safe crossing 

for New North Road is 

included. 

 

Kings Cross 

 
Photo from the LCC site, 

page saved as 

bit.ly/uttqBy  
We are monitoring TfL 

activity and liaising with 

Camden Cycling Campaign.  

Meanwhile, on Monday 

evenings there are demos 

between 6pm and 7pm.  The 

next one is on Feb 6.  

Details 

W bikesalive.wordpress.com 

 

Velorution 

When a Velorution customer 

is purchasing a new bike, 

s/he will be offered a 10% 

discount if she commits a 

number of hours to one of  

the projects in a 

portfolio.  

The vision is that people 

will be willing to donate 

their time to causes they 

feel a) affect them and b) 

they can have an impact 

upon and earn a discount.  

(Yes, Velorution is a bike 

shop in Camden - Ed.) 

Go Dutch 

That was the invitation for 

the Go Dutch campaign. 
As part of it, the 

electronic petition will be 

live after the public 

launch at the Design Museum 

on Feb 9.  The goal is to 

obtain 100,000 signatures 

by May 3 – the date of the 

Mayoral election.  Look on 

the LCC site for details. 

W www.lcc.org.uk 

 

Communication  

We discussed this at the 

last ICAG meeting.  We 

agreed that apart from 

meetings, our main means of 

communication will continue 

to be by email including 

the yahoo groups.  But we 

are seeking ways to widen 

our appeal, using Twitter 

and our Facebook page, and 

maybe by updating our 

website so that it carries 

more than one item on the 

front page and is more 

easily read by mobile phone 

users. 

 

Weekend cycling for kids 

One of our members is 

looking for other children 

– aged 8-14 – to join 

weekend rides in the 

borough. 

C Keith Macfarlane 

E 249keith@waitrose.com  

 

 

http://www.icag.org.uk/
http://www.icag.org.uk/
http://bit.ly/uttqBy
http://www.lcc.org.uk/


 

 
 

Sustrans are recruiting 

volunteers who love cycling 

and can help others in 

their community make more 

of their journeys by bike 

or foot. The role is 

supported by Sustrans who 

provide the Active Travel 

Champions with a training 

programme, materials and 

one to one support. The 

Champions’ activities will 

vary from person to person 

but could include: 

organizing a group ride 

(training provided), giving 

a talk/presentation to 

colleagues, plan a cycle 

maintenance session. It is 

a voluntary position 

(however any expenses are 

paid) and will involve a 

time commitment of up from 

4 hours a month. Active 

Travel Champions is one of 

the outstanding projects 

granted the London 2012 

Inspire mark, the badge of 

the London 2012 Inspire 

programme. This recognises 

exceptional and innovative 

projects inspired by the 

2012 Games.  

C Kate Meakin 

E Kate.meakin@sustrans.org.uk 

T 0207 780 7201 

W www.sustrans.org.uk/champions 

 

Half Term cycle training 

 

Islington Council are 

running free cycle training 

course during the February 

half term holiday. All you 

need to take part is a bike 

and a helmet. 

There are 3 different 

courses for different ages 

and abilities. 

The courses will be running 

at the following locations: 

Elthorne Park, Hazelville 

Rd, N19 

Tufnell Park Playing 

Fields, Campdale Road, N19 

Rosemary Gardens Tennis 

Courts, Sherborne Street, 

N1 

Castlehaven Community 

Association Centre, 21 

Castlehaven Road, NW1 8RU 

To sign up you need to 

download a form from the 

council’s website and send 

an email to  

C David Shannon 
E david.shannon@islington.gov.uk 
W 

www.islington.gov.uk/Transp

ort/Cycling/training/Course

s.asp 

 

The form can be downloaded 

from this page.  

 

 

Connect 2 trial 

 
Following the March-April 

2011 public consultation, 

the Council recommended 

that TfL trial the new road 

layout at St Thomas's Road 

This trial will take place 

in January and February 

2012. The results of the 

trial are likely to be 

available in March 2012. 

TfL is currently in 

discussions with the 

Council's Highways service 

about detailed arrangements 

for installing the 

temporary road layout 

during the trial. The 

temporary measures, like 

line painting and some kerb 

alignments, will require 

some lane closures and bus 

diversions.  The top end of 

St Thomas's Road, where it 

meets the one-way system, 

will also be closed for a 

short period. Traffic will 

be diverted via Prah Road.  

Because of the required 

time to design and consult 

on the individual measures, 

the actual works on street 

will not take place until 

autumn 2012. 

 
 

 

Looking for a grant from 

LCC? 

 

Please note that they no 

longer use the 

community@lcc.org.uk 

address. 

For the CCFL grants 

programme (Mags), please 

use grants@lcc.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

The Little Green Ride  

Description: Easy-paced rides of around 
30 miles 

Date: 3rd Sunday in the month 

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m. 
Place: Finsbury Park overland station 

C Stephen Taylor 
T 07977 235 735                              

W: www.littlegreenride.blogspot.com 

Cycle Workshop Dates 

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens 

corner of Sunnyside Rd and Hazelville 
Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except August and December) 

Time: 7 – 9.30 p.m. 
Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session 

towards costs 
C Adrian Williams 

T 07810 211 902 

ICAG monthly meeting  

If you’ve something to say about cycling 
in Islington, or just want to listen, come 

along to the ICAG monthly meeting.                     
Place: Islington Town Hall 

Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
Time: 7.30-9.30 pm 

C Alison Dines 
T 020 7226 7012 

E alisondines@clara.co.uk 
Agenda items for meetings should reach 

Alison Dines by the Saturday before the 
meeting. 

Reporting Potholes 

In Islington, phone 020 7527 2000 or go 
to www.islington.gov.uk and click on 

report a street problem. Or try 
www.fixmystreet.com  

Rest of London, phone 0845 305 1234 
or go to www.tfl.gov.uk, click on road 

users, then on report a street fault. 
 

Three ICAG Email Groups 

If you wish to discuss any of the topics 
covered in Islington Cyclist in more 

detail then why not subscribe to the 
ICAG email list?  If you would like to 

participate, send an email to:              
E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have another yahoo group 

concerned mainly with the engineering 
projects that we are being consulted 

about. If you want to join this one send 
an email to:                                       

E: icag-eng-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

To join the Veloteers e-group, email   

E: icag_veloteers-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

There is a Face book page;  
www.facebook.com and type in Islington 

Cyclists. 
Contribute to Islington Cyclist 

Please send any articles or images to:  

E: 249keith@waitrose.com   

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of ICAG.  
Thanks to all contributors. 

Published by ICAG, 84c Riversdale Rd, 
London, N5 2JZ 

Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2012  
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No Skyride this year 

 
 

There will be no ride this 

September as in previous 

years.  But LCC will run 

the UK's biggest family-

friendly traffic-free 

bike ride in 2012. It 

will start at Hyde Park on 

Sat April 28 at 12noon and 

we will be doing a feeder 

ride, starting at Highbury 

Fields. See our website for 

start time. 

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

Cycling debate in 

Parliament 

Mainly as a result of The 

Times campaign, there was a 

debate on cycling in the 

House of Commons on 23 

February. 

 
 

Jeremy Corbyn (MP for 

Islington North) paid 

tribute to ICAG for 

badgering the council and 

other bodies to improve 

cycling safety and other 

cycling issues. For the 

full debate go to 

W bit.ly/x3mX5a 

Annual General Meeting 

 

Islington Town Hall 

 

May 9 

 

7.30pm 

 

Guest Speaker Jonathan 

Watts from Hopkins 

Architects who designed the 

Olympic Velodrome 

 

Light refreshments provided  

 

 
 

Planned events 16-24 June 

Saturday 16 Stall and 

Doctor Bike at N1 Centre 

Sunday 17 Little Green Ride 

Tuesday 19 “Not the Bike 

Breakfast” Cool down at the 

Goswell Triangle 5.00-7.00pm 

Sunday 24 Stall and Doctor 

Bike at Farmers Market, 

Chapel Street. 

See website for times 

 

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

Sign the ‘Love London, go 

Dutch’ petition  

 

 
 

Although LCC has around 

11,000 members – only about 

3,000 have signed the 

petition. Have you, your 

friends and colleagues? Do 

help boost the numbers – 

16,509 at time of writing. 

 

W www.lcc.org.uk 

 
 

Archway 1 March 2012 

The protest jointly 

organized by Better Archway 

Forum, Living Streets and 

ICAG was attended by about 

200 people. While 

pedestrians seemed content 

to complete one circuit of 

the gyratory, cyclists were 

disappointed - “Only once 

round? Was this only a 

photo opportunity?” 

Islington Tribune printed 

two letters from ICAG 

members the following week; 

this prompted letters from 

Paul Convery, Labour 

executive member for 

planning, regeneration and 

transport and Janet Burgess 

Councillor for Junction 

Ward the following week. 

“We’re all waiting for TfL” 

is a very simplified 

summary. There are photos 

and more on our website. 

 

W www.icag.org.uk 
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Spring is here! 

Do look at the footage put 

on YouTube by ICAG member 

Chris Kenyon. It shows 40 

cyclists crossing Goswell 

Road at one green light! 

 

 
 

http://bit.ly/GMEhy3 

 

And if you’re a facebook 

member, look at our new 

page with photos that give 

a good idea of what we do. 

 

 
 

Towpath consultation 

British Waterways, in 

partnership with Islington 

Council, Friends of Regents 

Canal, Islington Cyclists 

Action Group, Hanover 

Primary & Nursery School 

and Islington Living 

Streets, invited feedback 

on proposals for 

improvements to the 

Islington stretch of the 

Regent's Canal between 

Danbury Street and Sturt's 

Lock.  The consultation is 

over but it’s fair to say 

reaction from ICAG was 

mixed. 

 

bit.ly 

For those not familiar with 

this, it has been used to 

avoid long website 

addresses (URLs) – a lot! 

You should be able to copy 

the simplified address to 

access the suggested 

webpage. 

 

Islington Cyclist Apr-May 

2002 

Owen Street, the canal, 

Bike Week, contact with 

politicians were all 

mentioned - no change 

there! So it was a pleasant 

change to see a report of a 

fundraising bike ride 

across Chile by ICAG member 

Alastair Fallon. 

 

Bunhill Row consultation 

ICAG members felt that the 

consultation was a “done 

deal” and wrote just one 

email in favour of the 

scheme.  Others, we hear, 

sent upwards of 200 emails 

in favour of the scheme.  

We look forward to the 

implementation.  

 

Council organised rides 

Each event involves a 10-

mile ride across the 

borough, taking about 2 

hours.  The route will vary 

slightly each time to allow 

cyclists to enjoy a 

slightly different view of 

the borough and will be 

marshalled by trained 

instructors and experienced 

cyclists.  Dates: 8 June, 

27 July, 3 August, 10 

August, 2 November. 

Start Point Rosemary 

Gardens, Sherborne Street, N1 

E david.shannon@islington.gov.uk  

T 020 7527 4082 

W http://bit.ly/GL01NL 

 

 
 

Boris Bikes go East & West 

From Thursday 8 March, 

Barclays Cycle Hire was 

extended east, to include 

the Borough of Tower 

Hamlets, and west to 

Westfield London shopping 

centre in Shepherd’s Bush. 

But not further north into 

Islington! For details 

 

W bit.ly/p0I9Wu 

The Little Green Ride  

Description: Easy-paced rides of around 
30 miles 

Date: 3rd Sunday in the month 

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m. 
Place: Finsbury Park overland station 

C Stephen Taylor 
T 07977 235 735                              

W: www.littlegreenride.blogspot.com 

Cycle Workshop Dates 

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens 

corner of Sunnyside Rd and Hazelville 
Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except August and December) 

Time: 7 – 9.30 p.m. 
Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session 

towards costs 
C Adrian Williams 

T 07810 211 902 

ICAG monthly meeting  

If you’ve something to say about cycling 
in Islington, or just want to listen, come 

along to the ICAG monthly meeting.                     
Place: Islington Town Hall 

Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
Time: 7.30-9.30 pm 

C Alison Dines 
T 020 7226 7012 

E alisondines@clara.co.uk 
Agenda items for meetings should reach 

Alison Dines by the Saturday before the 
meeting. 

Reporting Potholes 

In Islington, phone 020 7527 2000 or go 
to www.islington.gov.uk and click on 

report a street problem. Or try 
www.fixmystreet.com  

Rest of London, phone 0845 305 1234 
or go to www.tfl.gov.uk, click on road 

users, then on report a street fault. 
 

Two ICAG Email Groups 

If you wish to discuss any of the topics 
covered in Islington Cyclist in more 

detail then why not subscribe to the 
ICAG email list?  If you would like to 

participate, send an email to:              
E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have another yahoo group 

concerned mainly with the engineering 
projects that we are being consulted 

about. If you want to join this one send 
an email to:                                       

E: icag-eng-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

We have a facebook page; go to your 

page and type in Islington Cyclists 
Action Group. 

 
Contribute to Islington Cyclist 

Please send any articles or images to:  
E: 249keith@waitrose.com   

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of ICAG.  

Thanks to all contributors. Published by 
ICAG, 84c Riversdale Rd, London, N5 

2JZ 
Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2012  
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Width restriction Drayton 

Park  

This has attracted much 

activity on our website.  

Designed to reduce HGV 

traffic speed, it has meant 

the loss of part of the 

cycle lane on the 2nd 

busiest cycle lane in the 

borough.  A council officer 

wrote, “(The present scheme 

is)… less preferable for 
cyclists, however we do not 

feel the current layout is 

unsafe for cyclists for a 

number of reasons.”  This 

width restriction (2 

metres), still allows quite 

large vehicles to pass 

through, see below. 

 
Please comment at 

www.icag.org.uk/2012/drayto

n-park-bypasses/ 

 

Bunhill Row 

We hope that this scheme 

has not been changed since 

we campaigned successfully 

to allow 2-way cyling in 

this road. Work has yet to 

start. 

 

 
 

Saturday 16 June 12-5pm 

Dr Bike at N1 Centre, Upper 

Street N1 

Come for a free bike check 

& information of cycling 

locally, including free 

cycle maps 

 

Sunday 17 June 9.45am  

Little Green Ride meet at 

Finsbury Park Station 

(overland) 

Put your bike on the train 

& head into Hertfordshire 

countryside for an easy-

paced ride of around 30 

miles with a stop for a pub 

lunch 

For more details contact 

Stephen Taylor on 07977 

235735 or email 

sltaylor001@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Tuesday 19 June 7.30-9.30am 

Cyclists' Breakfast at City 

Road /Goswell Road N1 

Free Dr Bike courtesy of 

Cycle Systems Ltd  

Join us for a free 

breakfast & bike check at 

the junction with Colebrook 

Row N1 

 

 

 

Your committee 2012-2013 

Coordinator Alison Dines 

Treasurer Robert Harston  

Secretary Jon Parker 

Deborah Maby, Chris Ashby, 

Stephen Taylor, John 

Ackers, Keith Macfarlane 

are ordinary members. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, 

C Alison Dines –  

E alisondines@icag.org.uk 

T 020 7226 7012 

W www.icag.org.uk 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19 June 5.30-7.00pm 

Not the Cyclists' Breakfast 

at City Road/Goswell Road 

N1 

Free Dr Bike courtesy of 

Cycle Systems Ltd 

Stop for fruit cocktails & 

a snack after work, get 

some local cycling 

information & a free bike 

check 

 

Sunday 24 June 10.30am 

Food, food, glorious food - 

a ride around some 

Islington growing spaces 

starting at the Highbury 

Fields cafe N5 

Visit a wide variety of 

food growing spaces and end 

at the Farmers Market for 

lunch 

 

Sunday 24 June 10am-2pm 

Islington Farmers Market in 

Chapel Street N1 

Information on cycling 

locally & free bike check 

 

 

Kings Cross 

We noticed that work is 

under way at the point 

where the fatality occurred 

in December.  We hope that 

it will be an improvement. 

 

Welcome James 

Taking over from Councillor 

Paul Convery, Councillor 

James Murray is now 

Islington Council’s 

Executive Member for 

Housing and Development 

which includes transport – 

and cycling!  

 

http://www.icag.org.uk/
http://www.icag.org.uk/2012/drayton-park-bypasses/
http://www.icag.org.uk/2012/drayton-park-bypasses/
mailto:alisondines@icag.org.uk


Our AGM 2012 

 
Jonathan Watts from Hopkins 

Architects spoke at our AGM  

with great enthusiasm about 

a project he clearly 

enjoyed working on – the 

Olympic Velodrome – to be 

one of the four permanent 

venues on the Olympic 

Park.  More at 

www.icag.org.uk/2012/olympi

c-velodrome/ 

 

Cycle hoops 

 
Cycle hoops – one example 

circled above - have been 

installed nearby many Car 

Club locations in 

Islington.   

 

Afasic Ride 

Do you fancy a London to 

Brighton bike ride without 

25,000 others? On quiet 

country roads? Self guided 

(maps supplied) or follow 

the leader with mechanic 

and vehicle support. 

Saturday 14 July 2012 

starting in Catford at 

9a.m. - 60 miles approx.  

For 50 cyclists only, this 

is for Afasic, the charity 

for speech impaired 

children.   

www.afasic.org.uk  

To register for the ride 

call 020 7490 9410 or e-

mail markt@afasic.org.uk 

You might regret it. But 

you might not. How will you 

know?  

For an informal chat  

C Jonathan Edwards 

T 07946 261165 

 

 

Facebook at Highbury Corner  

 
The paper ring on the 

handlebars, circled above, 

says “Difficult to park at 

Highbury and Islington?”  

It asks cyclists to make a 

comment on our Facebook 

page. Even if your bike 

hasn’t been ringed, please 

comment. Up to 5 bikes have 

been seen on one stand.   

Go to 

http://on.fb.me/KkB3Ix  

More at  

http://www.icag.org.uk/2011

/parking-highbury-corner/  

 

 
LCC Petition and the Big 

Ride 

Over 40,000 signed the 

petition in the end – a 

great result for all 
concerned.  ICAG are 

thrilled as well as we 

collected more signatures 

than any other borough 

group. 

10,000 cyclists turned out 

for the big ride and it 

would have been more had it 

not been for the weather.  

ICAG led a feeder ride to 

Hyde Park.  More at 

www.icag.org.uk  

 

Kings Cross Place Plan 

ICAG responded to this, 

jointly proposed by 

Islington and Camden 

Councils. We welcomed some 

of the measures, but hope 

for more! Please send any 

comments to  

C Alison Dines 

E alisondines@icag.org.uk 

www.islington.gov.uk/kingsc

ross 
 

Council organised rides 

Dates: 8 June, 27 July, 3 

August.  

E david.shannon@islington.gov.uk  

T 020 7527 4082 

W http://bit.ly/GL01NL 

The Little Green Ride  

Description: Easy-paced rides of around 
30 miles 

Date: 3rd Sunday in the month 

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m. 
Place: Finsbury Park overland station 

C Stephen Taylor 
T 07977 235 735                              

W: www.littlegreenride.blogspot.com 

Cycle Workshop Dates 

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens 

corner of Sunnyside Rd and Hazelville 
Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except August and December) 

Time: 7 – 9.30 p.m. 
Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session 

towards costs 
C Adrian Williams 

T 07810 211 902 

ICAG monthly meeting  

If you’ve something to say about cycling 
in Islington, or just want to listen, come 

along to the ICAG monthly meeting.                     
Place: Islington Town Hall 

Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
Time: 7.30-9.30 pm 

C Alison Dines 
T 020 7226 7012 

E alisondines@clara.co.uk 
Agenda items for meetings should reach 

Alison Dines by the Saturday before the 
meeting. 

Reporting Potholes 

In Islington, phone 020 7527 2000 or go 
to www.islington.gov.uk and click on 

report a street problem. Or try 
www.fixmystreet.com  

Rest of London, phone 0845 305 1234 
or go to www.tfl.gov.uk, click on road 

users, then on report a street fault. 
 

Two ICAG Email Groups 

If you wish to discuss any of the topics 
covered in Islington Cyclist in more 

detail then why not subscribe to the 
ICAG email list?  If you would like to 

participate, send an email to:              
E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have another yahoo group 

concerned mainly with the engineering 
projects that we are being consulted 

about. If you want to join this one send 
an email to:                                       

E: icag-eng-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

We have a facebook page; go to your 

page and type in Islington Cyclists 
Action Group. 

 
Contribute to Islington Cyclist 

Please send any articles or images to:  
E: 249keith@waitrose.com   

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of ICAG.  

Thanks to all contributors. Published by 
ICAG, 84c Riversdale Rd, London, N5 

2JZ 
Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2012  
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Kings Cross 

 

 
King Cross August 2008 

(The side of the Station 

was being done up) 

 

 
King Cross July 2012 

After a Tfl redesign, 

there is now space for two 

vehicles to travel abreast 

into into York Way from 

Grays Inn Road.  They’ve 

made room for this by 

stopping traffic turning 

from Euston Road into York 

Way.  We’re not sure if it 

really improves things for 

cyclists.  Traffic can 

travel faster through a 

gap wide enough for two 

and there’s also a 

possibibly of being pushed 

into the curb.  A route 

for assertive cyclists! 

 

Buddhists and cycle 

maintenance!   

This fund raising event 

for Highbury Roundhouse 

(ICAG to support) takes 

place one Saturday in 

early September. Details 

to follow on the website.   
 

Bunhill Row Contra-Flow 

 

Travel as a cyclist from 

Old Street down Bunhill 

Row and you feel 

pleasantly welcomed.  

There’s a segregated cycle 

lane until you reach the 

junction with Featherstone 

Street and if you want to 

go further, you wonder.  

There have been some road 

works – the broad pavement 

has been reduced, there’s 

nothing forbidding 

cyclists going further… 

 

 
 

The cyclist below wouldn’t 

know whether he’s legal or 

not – even though all the 

other traffic is going the 

other way. 

 

 
 

There are notices up 

mainly saying that parking 

bays are being moved and 

that double yellow lines 

are going in.  We wait for 

the next moves before we 

can say we’ve achieved the 

long awaited contra-flow 

cycling in Bunhill Row. 

 

 

 

Dates for your Dairy 

Canal Festival 

11am-5pm Sunday Sept 2  

Gillespie Park 

Festival 

1pm-5pm Sunday Sept 9 

 

 

Drayton Park success? 

 

Many words have been 

posted on our website 

about this scheme.  We 

have to give credit to 

Sustrans who we believe 

made effective moves to 

have a rethink of the 

Drayton Park Width 

Restriction.  The original 

concept was HGV ban on the 

road but in constructing a 

width restriction the 

Council met with our 

opposition.  A new design 

has been drawn up which 

has pleased some, but not 

all! Maybe the joint 

campaign we ran with 

Living Streets, with a 

petition in Bike Week made 

some difference. We now 

wait for the new design to 

be put into effect.  See  

www.icag.org.uk/2012/drayt

on-park-width-revisted/ 

 

 
Jono Kenyon discusses the 

present layout with a 

regular user of the route. 

Thanks to John Ackers for 

all the hard work he has 

done following this 

through. 

 

http://www.icag.org.uk/
http://www.icag.org.uk/2012/drayton-park-width-revisted/
http://www.icag.org.uk/2012/drayton-park-width-revisted/


The 

sun 

shone 

on 

Bike 

Week! 

All these photos taken by 

Suzy Kenyon. 

 

 
 

 
This cyclist is the Mayor!  

Some photos from the Cool 

Down - not on the website.  

 

Council Training Courses  

Over the summer holidays 

Islington Council is 

running free Bikeability 

cycle training courses.  

You also need to email 

David to let him know 

which COURSE & VENUE you 

are interested in. 

Dates: 3 August, 10 

August, 

E david.shannon@islington.gov.uk  

T 020 7527 4082 

W http://bit.ly/GL01NL 

 

Guest Editor needed 

Anyone feel like putting 

this together next time?  

If it were me I’d be 

putting the weekend of 

Sept.22/23 aside – it 

doesn’t take all weekend, 

but I find it best to 

allow plenty of time.   

C Keith Macfarlane 

E 249keith@waitrose.com 

 

How we keep in touch… 

More people “follow us” on 

Twitter than there are 

members of our Yahoo 

group. 

Our Facebook page is well 

visited so is our website. 

We hope we’re covering all 

the bases! 

 
 

 
 

 
The Food Glorious Food 

Ride, led by Chris Ashby 

 

From 10 Years Ago 

Carl Lomas, boss of 

Camelot Courier Training 

and long time supporter of 

LCC, was awarded an MBE in 

the Golden Jubilee Queens 

Birthday List for services 

to training in the courier 

industry. Carl has been 

involved in training all 

forms of London couriers 

from pedal bike to 

motorcycle and van for ten 

years and his efforts were 

fundamental in putting 

together an NVQ 

qualification for 

couriers. Carl has printed 

this newsletter since the 

second issue and we think 

that should have been part 

of the citation! 

(Ed. At that time 

newsletters were 

photocopied by local 

groups and then put in the 

magazine by the local 

groups!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little Green Ride  

Description: Easy-paced rides of 
around 30 miles 

Date: 3rd Sunday in the month 

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m. 
Place: Finsbury Park overland station 

C Stephen Taylor 
T 07977 235 735                              

W: www.littlegreenride.blogspot.com 

Cycle Workshop Dates 

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens 

corner of Sunnyside Rd and Hazelville 
Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except August and December) 

Time: 7 – 9.30 p.m. 
Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session 

towards costs 
C Adrian Williams 

T 07810 211 902 

ICAG monthly meeting  

If you’ve something to say about 
cycling in Islington, or just want to 

listen, come along to the ICAG monthly 

meeting.                     

Place: Islington Town Hall 
Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month 

Time: 7.30-9.30 pm 
C Alison Dines 

T 020 7226 7012 
E alisondines@clara.co.uk 

Agenda items for meetings should 
reach Alison Dines by the Saturday 

before the meeting. 

Reporting Potholes 

In Islington, phone 020 7527 2000 or 

go to www.islington.gov.uk and click 
on report a street problem. Or try 

www.fixmystreet.com  
Rest of London, phone 0845 305 1234 

or go to www.tfl.gov.uk, click on road 
users, then on report a street fault. 

 
Two ICAG Email Groups 

If you wish to discuss any of the topics 

covered in Islington Cyclist in more 
detail then why not subscribe to the 

ICAG email list?  If you would like to 
participate, send an email to:              

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have another yahoo group 
concerned mainly with the engineering 

projects that we are being consulted 
about. If you want to join this one send 

an email to:                                       
E: icag-eng-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

We have a Facebook page; go to your 
page and type in Islington Cyclists 

Action Group. 

 
Contribute to Islington Cyclist 

Please send any articles or images to:  

E: 249keith@waitrose.com   

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of ICAG.  
Thanks to all contributors. Published by 

ICAG, 84c Riversdale Rd, London, N5 
2JZ 

Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2012  
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LCC activist conference 

Sept 9  

Several ICAG members 

attended.  The focus was 

ward level campaigning in 

the run up to the 2014 

local elections.  This 

fits in well with ICAG’s 

activities and we are 

getting more used to 

working at ward level. 

(Bunhill: Bunhill Row, 

Highbury West: Connect2). 

Also I think that LCC are 

expecting ICAG to show the 

way.  
It was slightly worrying 

that some of the audience 

of local campaigners 

didn't know who their 

local ward councillors 

were and I guess a lot 

more had never talked to 

them - but they've got 2 

years to find out. 

A lot of other issues came 

out in the Q&A. A couple 

of long distance commuters 

pointed to the variable 

quality of long cycle 

routes that pass through 

several boroughs. How can 

we better serve long 

distance commuting 

cyclists that don't have 

any representation in the 

borough?  
One parent apparently said 

in a vox pop on the Big 

Ride earlier in the year 

that he just wanted his 

kids to be able to cycle 

to school. This phrase was 

re-quoted at the meeting 

and it resonated with a 

lot of people especially a 

couple of teachers. We 

need to engage with 

parents. 

LCC wants to target the 

600+ local wards in London 

but I wonder whether it 

would be better to focus 

on politically marginal 

wards?  

John Ackers (Edited) 

Boris bikes for the rest 

of Islington? 

At a Council meeting in 

June there was cross party 

support for expansion of 

Boris bikes into the rest 

of Islington.  We’ve also 

heard that a barrier to 

this is cost – about £150-

200,000 per docking 

station.  The LibDems in 

Islington also ran an 

online petition for this 

expansion, which is now 

closed.  

 

 
 

20 mph success? 

A 20mph Limit on 

Islington’s Principal Road 

Network was announced in 

late July. This completes 

the 20 mph on all 

Islington roads that we’ve 

been campaigning for; 

however there will be 

financial implications, so 

we don’t expect this to be 

implemented immediately! 

But it’s still 30mph on 

Islington’s trunk roads, 

managed by TfL.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drayton park success? 

 

 
 

 
 

The width restriction in 

Drayton Park has been 

reconstructed and there is 

better access for 

cyclists.  Drivers seem to 

be quite confused though – 

they seem to take any 

route they like!    

 

Canal Festival  

Once again we had a stall 

where the usual mix of 

information and chat about 

cyling occured.  

Overheard, “Soon there 

will be so many cylists on 

the tow-path that speeding 

cyclists won’t be an 

issue!”  

 

STOP PRESS 

Councillor James Murray – 

Executive member whose 

responsibilities include 

transport – will be the 

guest at the next ICAG 

meeting on Wednesday 

October 10.  Please come 

along with your questions 

and comments.  

 

 

http://www.icag.org.uk/


Gillespie Park festival 

 
We were so surprised when 

John Hegley, poet, 

comedian and musican 

dropped in to our stall at 

Gillespie Park.  He donned 

a cyclist helmet for this 

picture with the Islington 

Cyclist editor.  

 
We had a Doctor Bike and 

information stall.  

 
 

 

TfL’s Safer Junctions – 

but not for us, yet 

Transport for London 

announced that they’d be 

making 50 junctions safer 

for walkers and cyclists 

by the end of 2013, 

possibly as a result of 

LCC campaigns. (Bow 

Flyover and Love London Go 

Dutch)  50 more will have 

work done “to be delivered 

after 2013.”  Junctions 

listed in Islington are 

Archway and Nag’s Head 

Gyratories, Highbury 

Corner, 2 junctions with 

Farringdon Road 

(Clerkenwell and Calthorpe 

Street),and 2 junctions 

with Seven Sisters Road 

(Blackstock Road and 

Isledon Road). They are, 

sadly, all scheduled for 

after 2013. 

 
Olympics 

Several ICAG members took 

part in the Olympic 

Opening Ceremony on 27th 

July.  Adrian Platt and 

Alison Dines (pictured in 

costume) were in the 

industrial revolution and 

NHS section respectively 

whilst Robert Harston, who 

works with the LSO, was 

assisting backstage. 

Meanwhile outside the 

stadium some ICAG members 

took part in the monthly 

Critical Mass ride and 

were amongst 120 cyclists 

arrested.  Lawyer and 

local Councillor Greg 

Foxsmith wrote about the 

incident in the Islington 

Tribune on 10th August. AD 
 

10 years ago 

The council appointed a 

full time cycling officer. 

Although temporary, Pip 

Howson’s job was to 

deliver the London Cycling 

Network Plus programme.  

 

No Freewheel/Skyride 2012 

Seems odd not to be 

writing about hubs and led 

rides this September. 

Presumably the Mayor and 

TfL decided they couldn’t 

afford it this year.  Next 

year, perhaps? 

 

Another bike shop 

There’s a new(ish) bike 

shop in Exmouth market. 

East Central Cycles 

18 Exmouth Market, London 

EC1 4QE 

T 020 7837 0651 

W www.eastcentralcycles.co.uk   

 

The Little Green Ride  

Description: Easy-paced rides of 
around 30 miles 

Date: 3rd Sunday in the month 

Start: 10.10 a.m. Finish: 5-6 p.m. 
Place: Finsbury Park overland station 

C Stephen Taylor 
T 07977 235 735                              

W: www.littlegreenride.blogspot.com 

Cycle Workshop Dates 

Place: Sunnyside Ecology Gardens 

corner of Sunnyside Rd and Hazelville 
Rd, N19 (off Hornsey Rise) 

Date: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except August and December) 

Time: 7 – 9.30 p.m. 
Cost: £1 (50p unwaged) per session  

C Adrian Williams 
T 07810 211 902 

ICAG monthly meeting  

If you’ve something to say about 

cycling in Islington, or just want to 
listen, come along to the ICAG monthly 

meeting. 

Place: Islington Town Hall 

Date: 2nd Wednesday of every month 
Time: 7.30-9.30 pm 

C Alison Dines 
T 020 7226 7012 

E alisondines@clara.co.uk 
Agenda items for meetings should 

reach Alison Dines by the Saturday 
before the meeting. 

Reporting Potholes 

In Islington, phone 020 7527 2000 or 
go to www.islington.gov.uk and click 

on report a street problem. Or try 
www.fixmystreet.com  

Rest of London, phone 0845 305 1234 
or go to www.tfl.gov.uk, click on road 

users, then on report a street fault. 
 

Follow us… 

We have a Facebook page; go to your 
page and type in Islington Cyclists 

Action Group. And you can follow us on 
Twitter @IslingtonCycle 

 
If you wish to discuss any of the topics 

covered in Islington Cyclist in more 
detail then why not subscribe to the 

ICAG email list?  If you would like to 
participate, send an email to:              

E: icag-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have another yahoo group 
concerned mainly with the engineering 

projects that we are being consulted 
about.  If you want to join this one 

send an email to:                              
E: icag-eng-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

Contribute to Islington Cyclist 

Please send any articles or images to:  

E: 249keith@waitrose.com   

Opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of ICAG.  

Thanks to all contributors. Published by 
ICAG, 84c Riversdale Rd, London, N5 

2JZ 
Islington Cyclists’ Action Group 2012  
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